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E fundamental Principle of tbe 
| Diſſenters (upon which their Se- | 
paration is built) is well known 
0 be a claim of Liberty for eve- 
: „„ Man to form bis own Senti- 
ments, and to judge for himſelf about things, 
In which bis ſpiritual Welfare and eternal 
Salvation are concernd; and a diſavowing 
and rejecting the Impoſitions of Men, that 
chou tye him down 10 preſcribed ſet 
worms of Worſbip, contrary to the diflates 
of his own Conſcience. This Principle ne- 
 Teffarily obligeth both their Clergy and Lai- 
ty, to decline the Communion of the Eccle- 


 Haſtical E/abliſhment, and to worſhip and 


ſferve Almighty God, in ſeparate Aſſemblies, 
nt | _ 
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1 The PREFACE. 
acoording to that diſcretionary way and man- - 
ner, as they apprehend beſt ſuited to anſwer 
the purpoſes of religious Worſhip 3 and more _ 
eſpecially by reaſon of many great (bo not 
equal) Hardſhips, that are impos'd upon each 


by the terms of 3 to the Church of 
England. 


Their Clirey com plain of their being obli- 


ged to ſubſcribe, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 


that they aſſent to the truth of every tittle 


contained in, and by the Book of Common- 
Prayer, and Adminiſtation of the Sacra- 
maeents, and other Rites and Ceremonies of | 
the Church; and that they themſelves will | 
uſe the Form in the ſaid Book preſcribed, 
and no other; and alſo, that they conſent | 
10 the truth of the Thirty-nine Articles, 
diratun up in the time of Queen Elizabeth, 


for avoiding diverſities of Opinions, rocky | 


ing true Religion: Some of which Article 


(Jays a Writer of their own very boldly ) | | 


d pany * of the beft and wiſefl of the | 
:. Church of England cannot believe to be 
. pope in any ſenſe whatever z and there are 
N others, the whole current of whoſe Opi- | 
„ nions run contrary to them. And then | 
_ exclaims in theſe reflefting words : © Mt 
Ws an infinite Lardſbip is TRIS « * and what | 


"0 See the Pamphler,” iatiled, > Eau into tie ; 


wn « 24 


| The PREFACE iii 
| 2 forewd temptation, either to perjure 
2 themſelves, or leave the Church and turn 
; e Diſſenters. My deſign (I muſt own) 
ft | bas not led me to ſpeak any thing about thoſe 
matters, which concern only conſcientious Mi- 

f 1 mifrers, "and miſtakenly deter them from ſub- 
1 /rribing to the Book of Common, Prayer, 
j-= | &c. For farther ſatisfaction herein, I will 
„ | refer my Reader to the Authors mentioned : 
le in the Margin. 
1- The general Plea of the Diſſenting Laing 
a- (who fir the moſt part are influenced,” and 
of lied on by their Teachers, and know but little 
ill 1 of either fide the Queſtion) is better Edifi« 
d, cation, and a Liberty to join with what 
nt | Chriſtian Communion they bin fit. That 
es, they ought to be allowed a Judgment of 
1 Diſcretion, zo attend thoſe Prayers and 
nl 1 Sermons they find moſt good by, and to wait 
upon that Miniſtry, which they kan Prot 
ly) 7 beſt under; and that the Act of Toleration 
the bath graciouſly indulged them in a fred Li- 
| be | berty fo to do. This is the old ftale Pre- 
zence, that hath been anſwered over and over 
again; by telling them, that no Pleas of 
then \ this kind can warrant Met making e 1 


bat The Right Ronda Biſhop Hiadly TH 45 the 3 
EE | Bens Mr. Oliy/e's Treatiſes of Defence of Minifte- 
„% ths tial Conformity to the Church of England, in anſwer | 


I to the PRIN of the e thereof * * 5 
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Breaches and Diviſions in the Body of Chrift * 


Church, directiy contrary to, and deſtructive 


ef that Peace, Order, and Edification, that 


ought, by all means, io be preſerved in it: 


That Submiſſion, is certainly our duty, and 


a great regard ought ever to be paid by us to 


what is eſtabliſhed by our lawful Rulers and 
Governors : That no better means of Edifi- 
cation can really be had, than what is now 
wiſely provided for us, in the Diſcipline and 
Mor ſbip of the Church of England: That 
— any doubts or ſcruples concerning thoſe 
Things ariſe within us, a Judgment of Diſ- 
Cretion ſhould. be over. ruled by the commands 
Of Authority; more eſpecially. /o, when our 


Judgment becomes unequal and partial, and 


We lay all the weight of our doubts only on 
one fide, when there is perhaps as much, y 
greater reaſon of doubting on the other. A 
great Divine, who was no enemy to the 

; Difemers, hath rightly ſtated this caſe 

„ BN ſaith he) a very ſuſpicious thing 
etc hen Men's doubts and ſeruples bear al, 
c n ont fi de, eſpecially if it be on that fi 2 


Ee 

ee 
c faſtical or Civil. In this caſe, I thing 
e wa WORE a meer. doubt, and much more 


* 


which is azainſt Charity, and Peace, an 
Obedience to Government, whether Eccles 


[uf 
L 


* * Archbi ſh. 7 Hors Sermon upon 4. 24 19 
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Dee ſeruple, may, nay ought in reaſon to be overs 
* ce ruled by the command of Authority, by the 
12 opinion and judgment of wiſe and good Hen, 
„* and in conſideration of the publick Peace, 
and | & and of the unity and edification of the 
to « Church.” Much ſafer, certainly is it, 
2 to err with our Governors, than to be over- 
difi- ſtif and tenacious, through a fond Opinion 
now F our own, in which we may be miſtaken z 
and For then we have this favourable plea on our | 
That fide; z that we were led into it by thoſe, whom 
thoſe. God had placed over us, whoſe Ordinances 
i and Commands we are ever bound to ſubmit ” 
nands zo and obey, in all things lawful. wy 
n our' As to the protection, which the Tolerati- 
, and on Act gives the Diſſenters (and I am far 
uy on from envying them the privileges of it, pro- 


uch, 99 vided they make a juſt and right uſe of 11) 
ET. 4 


to the\ Juthor ” concerning it. As our Liturgy 


is caſes ( ſaith be) is effabliſped by eccleſiaſtical | 
1 al Authority, it obligeth in foro conſcientie ; 
bear alk and thoſe who ſeparate themſelves, and 


FE 


ſhall only deliver the ſentiments of a late = 


at fide ſet up another Form of Worſhip, are Schiſ- 


ice, ans maticks; and conſequently are guilty of a 


'r Eccles damnable fin, which no Toleration, gran- 
1 think 


more 


Ge , M. Wheatly' 8 Rational INuftration of the (Book: 
4. 10 1 of the Church of I p. 3 4 | 


_ Edit. : 
; 1 „ er : 


ted oy the civil Magifrome can authoriſe . 
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Wes © jufify. But, as it is ſettled by Act of 

Ms Fallada it obligeth only in foro civili; 
, and the ſeparating from it, is ouly an of- 
« fence againſt the State, and as ſuch may 
© þe pardoned by the State, The Act of 
T Toleration therefore has freed the Diſ- 


5e ſenters from being offenders againſt the 


© State, notwithſtanding their ſeparation 


« from the Worſhip preſcribed : But it by 


«© % means excuſes, ur can excuſe them, 


4 from the Schiſm they have made in the | 
Mm Church; they are till guilty of that fin, 


ct and will be /o as long as they ſeparate, not- 


== wirhſlandiug any e TY 10 
a n en, 
bat [ principally have in view, in the | 
e enſuing T; reatiſe, is to obwviate the old digen- 
ling Plea, of better Edification 3 which, in 
n, 1s nothing elſe, but an atdcciuntable - 
| childiſh Levity and Fickleneſs, in ſeparating 
from a regularly eſtabliſbd "Communion, 
aud leaving one's own proper Paſtor, on pre 
rence of edifying more and better elſewhere. 
I have ſpoke but little of the. -lawfulneſs and 
neceſſity of a national precomposd Litur- 
gy 3 neither have 1 mentioned any thing 
concerning the original of our own Book of 
Common- Prayer, and the ſeveral alterati- 
ons that have been made in it Whoever is 
2 fire rous 10 0 farmer. into theſe Mat- 


SPED N "4 


bers, 
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MM 


The PREFACE, wi 
| tert, may conſult the Authors below. + My 
deſign is to lay the conſtant Offices of the 
Church before my Reader, and to ſubmit *em 

to the impartial deciſion of his own private 

Judgment, whether they have not provided 

5 er for bis real Edification and Improve- 
ment in true Devotion, than any, or all the 
other Methods now in uſe among the Diſſen- 
ters. The great and excellent Divine, before 
quoted, * bath fairly delivered his opinion 


(and true thoughts) of this matter. 1 


have been (ſays he) according to my op= 
e fportunities, not a negligent obſerver of the 
Genius and Humour of the ſeveral Sets 


and Profeſſions in Religion; and, upon the _ 
cc 

c ieve the Church of England zo be the beſt 
c conſtituted Church this day in the world ; 
ce and that as to the main, the Doctrine, £ 
c and Government, and Worſhip of it, are 
c excellently framed fo make Men ſoberly | 
c religious; ſecuring them on the one hand, 
1 & from the wild freaks of Enthuſiafm, and 8 
1 © and on the aa N the groſs follies of 
11 ee — 6% And 10 (continues 8 


+ Dr. Fane? s Hiſtory of the joint Uſe of pre· com- | 
pore tet Forms of Prayer, from Ch. 8. to Ch. 16. 


whole matter, I do in my conſcience be- 


* Strypes Memorial of Archbiſh. Cranmer : And LY 
55 Annals of Q. Elizabeth. _ 


Archbp. Tilltfor's Sermon upon. 1 Cor. 3 
Fol. Fak. 4 „ . 8 
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alle & be ſhall every trifling conſideration, be fuſes | 


cient to move a Man to relinquiſh ſuch a 


* to a Man's underſtanding, no greater argu- 


s are utterly inexcuſable, who make a change 
©. of ſuch concernment upon the inſt inuations 


„one ſide only, without ever hearing what 


<« can be ſaid for the Church, they were bap- 


& 7ized and brought up in, before they 


cc Jeave it. They that can yeild thus eaſily 


© to the impreſſions of every one, that hath 


« a" deſign and intereſs to make Proſelytes, 


may at this rate of diſcretion change their 
55 « Religion twice a day, and, inſtead of ; 
Morning and Evening Prayer, they may . 
. have a Morning and Evening Reli- 


« gion. 


i. n 4 ſhould make /ome als 
| 95 for my ſelf, why at this time a. day, 1 
enter upon a Subject of this Nature; ſince 
it may be ſaid, my undertaking is needleſs, | 
others having gone before me in the Argu- 
ment, and thereby anticipated and preven- 
| zed me; and that it is much better to let the 
2 Canſe reſt as it is, than to re- 


ve the diſpute, and thereby create freſh 


1 -burnings and animoſities among us. [ ö 
own, indeed, that, both in former and later 
lines, a great deal has been ſaid upon this | 


Hon 3 


 Charch ? There is no greater diſparagement 


| ment of a light and ungenerous mind, than 
L * raſhly to change one's Religion. —“ But they 
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ſubjest : more by far than what has received © 
any anſwer, and enough, I dare ſay, to ſa- 
 tisfy any unprejudiced perſon, of the unjuſti- 


 fiableneſs of Separation. But then, let it | 


be conſider d, that the Authors are too many 
and too voluminous, and, for the moſt part, 


of too great @ price, to be in every one's 
hands; and the arguments and reaſonings 


made uſe of, too abſtruſe and intricate to be 2 


_ throughly apprehended by vulgar capacities; 
| ſuch, more eſpecially, as this plain Treatiſe 
is intended for. And, 1 hope, I may be per- 
mitted to ſay, without the leaſt ſhew of va- 


nity, that none, who have wrote before me, 
Have ſet forth the excellency and perfection 1 
e, our Liturgy, in a more fair and true 


light; by taking in, as 1 go along, the Ex- 
reptions of the Diſſenters againſt it; which F 
find but very few to have —— in the 
| Je: method, beſides my ſelf. 


God forbid ! that I ſhould. be the in- 


| | firument of any new miſchief, or do the 
1) revive the unhappy differences amongſt us. 


; teaſt thing that might have a tendency to 


Ah 
e 


' My chief aim and view is rather to heal 


and compoſe them, than to widen and make 


them larger, by any ſuch provoking methods 
f Diſpute, aliho it is well known, how 


e 9 


3. J iaduſtriouſiy the Advocates for the Diſſenting : 
; Intereſt have of late exerted themſelves this 
| | Way, N 10 een, greatly both the 


ergy : 


later 
this 


hett) 
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-- Clergy and Laity of the Eſtabliſhment, ; 
/ vere their refleftions thought worthy of no- 
ll tice and regard. They have barbarouſly 
tax d our Clergy, „of making Declarati- 
* ons contrary to their Conſcience. f 
ce doing Ads of a very near approach tg 
* Perjury——of commuting Crimes almoſt 
as bad as Perjury it ſelf ——of playing 
e Hypocrite in the Church, by Fark 5 
bing to what they did not believe. f” 
And at the ſame time they have excited and 
 flirred up the Laity, almoſt to thoughts of 
. Rebellion z by telling them, ©*Tis wonder- 
ful they do not exert themſelves, and 
0 tand up for their Rights and Privi- 
& Jeges; and that Engliſhmen, who can- 
ct ot bear the thought of Civil Slavery, 
« can yet be er rn, for Eccleſiaſtical, *' * 
No; the cauſe of Conformity wants none of 
theſe unhandſome methods of ſupport ; and, I 
Hope, nothing like them will be met with 


is purely to ſet forth the great excellency 
and perfection of our Common Service, and | 
10 conſider the exceptions, that are made | 
< n it, 1 in 1 the un of Meckneſs, | 0 


25 + 1 into he Cauſes of the Decay of the C: 
EL Piflentin: Intereſt. 1 % 1 * 57. _ : 
1 Ib. 1 The; 
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in the enſuing Treatiſe, the deſign whereof ö 
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It may be ſtill ſuggeſted, That it is meh 
eiter to let the Diſſenters alone; that their 
Intereſt gradually declines every day; and 
that we make them the more conſiderable, 
by taking notice of them. All this may be 
truly enough urg'd in general by that Perſon, 


; aud in that Place, who has his Flock order- 


ly united in the "Eſtabliſh'd Communion, 


and feels nothing of the miſchievous conſe" 55 


quences of Separation. But my Caſe ( God | 
knows) is of a quite different nature. I 


am one of thoſe unfortunate Clergymen, 1 


whoſe lot is falln amidſt no inconſiderable 


body of the Diſſenters from the Church of 
England, both of the Presbyterian and A- 
nabaptiſt Per/wafion 3 and who am unhap- 


pily placed very near the remains of an 
Antient Family, moft zealouſly employed OO. 


my Pariſh more particularly) in widening 
he Separation, and drawing of, by little 
artful contrivance, the Members of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church: Mhoſe Anceſtors in- 


deed have been all along known ſecretly to 7 
eſpouſe the Diſſenting Cauſe, and the Diſs 


enters in requital, to be firongly attach'd to 


1 2 Family intereſt (and for ever will the 
' remembrance of their Names be tranſmitted 


down to the lateſt poſterity of that people; ) | 


but none of them were ever obſerved before 7 
# Zo countenance and encourage init ſo open and 


's 1 Popular a Manners and * ſuch Peveikeg Co 


methods 
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"wocbeds of Inſinuation, as is now ho avows- 
 edly ſhewn and declared by them. . 
It need not be told ( * is a con- 
| ſequence ſelf-evident, and notorious enougꝰ 
From the foregoing Caſe) what Pains and 
double Diligence a Miniſter, in ſuch an 
unfortunate ſituation, muſt neceſſarily be put 
Jo, if he would diſcharge his Duty aright 3 
when he has not only the care of his own 
_ Congregation, but the inſpection likewiſe of 
two powerful Parties, within his Diſtrict 
(and à neighbouring Family artfully ſupport = 5 
ing Both) to employ himſelf in every day; 
wWoboſe fix'd principle it ever was, and wil! 
be, altho' they widely differ in their ſeveral” 
 Tenets among themſelves, to combine in una- 
 nimous and joynt efforts againſt the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church. And the ſtudied artiſices, 
made uſe of for that purpoſe, are many times 
ſo prevalent and inſuaring; and the tempers 
and complexions of our People, upon the leaſt 
diſtaſte or prejudice conceived, are very often 
fo fickle and unſettled; that, let us do what _ 
dae can, it muſt be a viligant eye, and the 


muyſt careful circumſpeftion, that will pre- 
went their leaving the Church, and e 9 
ꝛ:nto the Conventicles. — 
The conſideration of all this, aver a wide 1 
it ks, difference betwixt the Caſe of him, who is 
Wi placed divided P A act 1 
Placed in a divided Pariſh, and acts upon | 
3 the very T beatre f Schiſm 3 and one, who- 
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| dwells amidft a People at Unity with each 
other, and enjoy the bleſſed Fruits of Uni- 
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| formity and Concord. He may not think 


himſelf (nor perhaps others) concern'd in, 
becauſe he apprehends no occaſion of, diſputes 


of this kind. The other ſees it neceſſary to 
engage himſelf this way, unleſs ke will have 
his Flock ſcatter d, and torn in pieces, by 

the cunning craftineſs of thoſe who lie in 


wait to deceive. He well knows how he is 
obliged, and ſtands engaged by a ſolemn pro- 
miſe made at his Ordination, © To ſee that 
he never ceaſes his labour, his care and 
arligence, until he hath done all that lieth 
in him, according to his bounden duty, to 
bring all ſuch as are, or ſhall be commit- 
ted 55 his charge, unto that agreement 
in the faith and knowledge of God, and to 


cc 


ce 


Cbriſt, that there be no place left among 
us, either for error in Religion, or for vi- 
ciouſneſs in Life. * Aud alth# the 


«0 


matters may be thought ſmall and trifling, 


about which we differ (as is commonly alledg= 
ed, to ſtave off the blame, that is ſo juſtly 


fixed upon the Diſſenters, for their Separtion 5 
From the Church; ) yet, as a late eminent Di- 


Vine, | who exproſſes it, 2 2 he Miniſters, 


: : * Form of 8 Prieſts. 


1 Dr. e 28 and Golp. Vol. + 2 25 
| and 


that ripeneſs and felt} of age in 5 


xiv The PREFACE. | 
cc and all who undertake to execute that Of: | 1 

© fice, are highly accountable, if by their 

ee means any Hereſies or Schiſms get ground; 
ee if they do not faithfully warn the people 
c“ againſt theſe things; detect the Artifices 
& of them, who lye in wait to deceive; ex- 
 E poſe their error, the finfulneſs, the infinite, 
ce both private and publick, danger, of thoſe _ 
cc vile Latitudinarian Principles, which 
« would, not only break down the Walls, 
hut undermine and root up the very Foun- 
cs dation of the Church. In ſhort, if they 
c do not ſet forth the wickedneſs of all 
EE. needleſs and wilful Separations from the 
c Church of Chriſt, with all the aggrava- 
ing circumſtances, ſo warmly, ſo frequent= 
4. inculcated in Scripture. There being in 
(e truth no one fin more expreſly forbidden, 
ie more ſeverely threatued, or repreſented as 
ec more fatal and damnable, than thoſe 7 
c Diviſion and Hereſy; nor any duty more 
ce plainly taught, more authoritatively com- 
dee nanded, more earneſtly recommended, or 
ce more zealouſly prayed for, than thoſe of 
Unity, and Peace, and Love, in all the 
3 Fellou members of this Spiritual ge: 


Prince J Risborough, 
. 9 1733. 
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hich Church of E Elend. Alon 
9-4 Sorron rb and Excou,,e, 
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as ; 1 | . 8 2 c Mc: I. 
ſe of | Some RIPE Notions of the C atholick Church. 


„ Of the Sentences introducing the Service of 
n \ the Church of England. The Exborlation. 
% or | 7 be Gove Non. The dies. | 


| 1 n EFORE we. enter into any 
9. | W 8 D 5 Diſputes, either about the Doc- 
: trine, or the Government, or 

— 9 the Worſhip of our own Na- 
” tional Church, it will be requ'- 
: fits, ©; in | the firſt place, to lay down ſome 
right Notions and Apprehenſions concern 
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which firſt gave them Force; 
all Perſons are bound to comply with, with- | 


ing the Church i in «mk the want beer. 
of hath been the unhappy Occaſion of that 


wide Difference in Opinion, and thoſe ma- 


ny warm Controverſies which have follow- 
ed thereupon, to the great Diſturbance of 


nur Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſnment. It is moſt 


certain, that Jeſus Chriſt, whom all that pro- 
feſs his Name, acknowledge to be the Lord, 
did firſt begin and ſettle his Church, when 


he was made Flesb, and dwelt here among 
1; and that before his Aſcenſion, he autho- 


rized his Apoſtles with ſufficient Powers, 


and ſent them into all the World, with the 
ſame Authority which he himſelf had be- 


fore received of the Father, to enlarge and 


govern his Church, till his coming again. 


Matt. xxviii. 19. John xx. 21. He gave 


to it ſeveral Laws and Rules for the Beha- 


viour of its Members; ſuch as the Articles 
of Faith, or what all Chriſtians were to be- 
lieve; and the moral Duties of Chriſtianity, 
or what they were to do; and he eſtabliſhed. 
both theſe upon certain necelfary Conditions 
of Salvation, all contained in the Goſpel of 
the New Covenant. 
ſtanding and perpetual Laws in his Church, 
like the Charters of Corporations, which 
can receive no Addition or Diminution 


Theſe he appointed as 


from any Authority whatever, but that 
and which 
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| out Exception, upon Pain of Damnation. 
that 
- his Church, Two Sacraments, Baptiſm and 
the Lord5-Supper, both of 'em agreeing in 
Nature and Uſe with Circumciſion and the 
Paſſover inſtituted under the Law. Theſe 
Sacraments he made neceſſary to the Being 
of his Church, and hath commanded all 
Chriſtians in every Congregation, to par- 
take of them, Matt. xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 
1.16, John ii. 5. John vi. $2, 84. 1 Cor. 
xi. 23, Sc. that they 
by way of Entrance into the Church, and 
that they ſhould receive the Lord's-Supper, 
to ſtrengthen and confirm them in it. And 
as he is no Chriſtian, who does not receive 
che former, provided he is deſirous, and 
has Opportunities for it; ſo he is but a 
half Chriſtian that does not take the latter, 
as oft as he is regularly and duly invited . * 


Oux Bleſſed Lord likewiſe ordained in 


ſhould be baptized, 


33 5 

H moreover conſtituted and appointed 
certain Officers and Miniſters, to be his 
pel of | ; Subſtitutes and Vicegerents, tO preſide over 
and govern his Church by continued Suc- 
 cefſion, from one to another, as Biſhops, 
Prieſts and Deacons, Lake vi. 13. cb. x. 1. 

I Cor, xil. 28, and that by ſuch an eſpe- 
cial Appointment from him, as to excludde 
all others from becoming ſo, who have not 
his Commiſſion for it. For as we are ex- 
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preſsly told, Heb. v. 4. No Man taketh this 
Honour, of being an Officer in God's 
Church, 70 bimſelf, but only he, who is 
called and commiſſion'd by God, as was 
Aaron: And elſewhere, Rom. x. 15. How | 
shall they preach unleſs they be ſent, To theſe 
Miniſters our Lord intruſted the Care and 
Government of his Houſhold, and has in- 


veſted them in their reſpective Stations, with 


Authority and Powers ſufficient for the Fre- 
ſervation and Well- being of his Church; ſuch 
as preaching, praying, baptizing, confirm- 


ing Perſons baptized, celebrating the Lord's 


Supper, ordaining Miniſters, with the like. 
And he hath ſo ſecured the Exerciſe of theſe. 
Powers to them, that no private Lay-Chri- 
ſtians muſt preſume to meddle with them, but 
mult themſelves expect them from the Hands 
of thoſe, whom God hath appointed his 
8 Stewards, and whoſe Buſineſs and Duty it 
" 1s to diſpenſe their conſtant F ood in ue 1 
SGeaſon. „ 


So far, and in e T hings e we 


call the E/entials of the Church of Chriſt, | 

I hope we are all agreed: That we have 1 
certain Articles of Faith, which the Apoſtle 

calls a Form of ſound Wards, 2 Tim. 1 13. 
delivered to us, and firmly and heartily to | 

be believed and aſſented to by us: That 
we have many poſitive moral Duties com- 
manded us . to 1285 PIs: and. | 

| done OO 
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done by every one of us : And that we have 
a Set of Miniſters regularly ordain'dand pla- 
5 ced over us, to whom we muſt ſubmit, and 
whom we muſt obey, according to the Po.] 
ers they are inveſted with, I hele Things are 
all of them preſcribed and commanded to us 
Chriſtians by our Saviour Chriſt's own Ap- 
pointment; and there is no Congregation can 
call it ſelf a Church of Chriſt, that does not 
retain to, and ſtrictly obſerve and keep em. 
I don't ſay, but thete very Egentials, ſo 
neceſſary to the Being of à Church, and 


without which there can be no ſuch Thing 


as a Church, have been ſhamefully broke 
into, eſpecially of late years; many of the 
fundamental Articles of our Holy Religion 
5 having been either ridicuPd, or flatly de- 
nied; moſt of the moral Precepts and Du- 


ties of Chriſtianity, overlook'd, and laid by; 


and Mechanicks, of almoſt the meaneſt 
Trades and Profeſſions, ſetting themſelves. 
up for Preachers of God's Holy Word, and 


Adminiſtrators of his bleed Sacraments, 


without the leaſt Authority for ſo doing. 
But, God be bleſſed, theſe Irregularities, 
and ſuch like facrilegious Invaſions upon. 
the conſtituent and eſſential Parts of our. 
Religion, tho* they have greatly ſullied 
them, yet by no means have they deſtroyed 
5 them. They are ſtill contained in the Goſ- 
5 Fel for our Uſe and Direction, and are ſe- 
ou. : | cured 
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cured to us by ſuch an infallible Promiſe | 


and Atſurance, that the Gates of Hell hall 
never prevail againſi them, We now re- 
| rain every one of them in our Eſtabliſhed _ 
Church; making daily Profeſſion of the 


Apaſtles Creed, and firmly aſſenting to each _ | 
_ fingle Article thereof, reciting the Ten Com- 


mand ments, and exhorting to the Practice 
of every Duty contained therein; and du- 
ly adminiſtring the Two Sacraments, by 
Men rightly ordained, and regularly ap- 


ES pointed thereto. 


ALL the Controverſies which the Church 


A”: England hath ever had, eſpecially with 


; long ago fixed and appointed by an unal- | 


any of her Adverſaries here at Home, 


have been chiefly concerning the Govern= 


ment, and Worſhip of the Church; that 
Part of its Worſhip more particularly 
which reſpects the Modes and Circumſtances 
thereof, as they are now directed, obſerved _ 
and practiſed 3 in this eſtabliſhed Church of == | 
ours, whereunto we belong. For, as I ſaid _ 
sfore, there is no room for Diſputes a8 (0 ⁵ 


the Eſſentials of our Religion, they being 


| terable Direction from our All-wiſe Law- 


5 giver, forbidding us to add to, or diminiſh 


from 'em, at the peril of our Salvation, 


But the Rituals or Ceremonials thereof, we 1 
oon, are not ſo; there being no poſitive Di- 


„ rections n in Bus Cale, but only that 4 


en 


Supported and Encouraged, 7 


general one from St. Paul, 1 Cor. xiv. 40» 
} Let all Things be done decently and in order. 
Neither are there any Reſtraints laid upon 

us todo ſo, or fo; but a Liberty is grant- | 
: ed us to provide for our ſelves, and to act 


how we will, as to theſe Matters, upon @ 


Suppoſition that what we do be decent and 


9rderiy, or, as it is expreſſed in other words, 


I Cor. xiv. 26, that it be done to ediſying. 


Now, in purſuance of this Apoſtolica! 
Direction, and to the intent that there miglit 


be an univerſal Agreement in the pi ablick 
Worſhip of Almighty God, and that cve- 
ry Perſon may certainly know the Rule to 
' which he is to conform when at his Wor- 
ſhip; the Wiſdom of the Church of Emg- 
4 was ſuch, as by her Bishops, and Cler- 


* E, and other godly Men of both the Pro- 


vinces of Canterbury and York, to compile 
a2 publick Liturgy, containing One uni- 
form Order of Common Service and 
Prayer, and of the Adminiſtration of 
Sacraments, Rites, and Ceremonies; all _ 
agreeable to the Word of God, and 
U ſage of the primitive Church, and ve- 
ry comfortable to all good People deſi- 
s rous to live in Chriſtian Converſation, 
. and moſt profitable to the Eſtate of this — 
Realm“ [Act of Uniformity.] And I _ 
may add, which hath been ſince confirmed 
1 1 ſeveral Acts of Parliament, by and 


B + e wells: 
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with all our own Conſents, and ſeeming 
Allowance and Compliance with them. 


And yet, notwithſtanding the Excellency of 


our Liturgy, being ſo well deviſed, and ſo 
ſufficiently eſtabliſhed by the higheſt Au- 
thority, it is found fault with, oppoſed and 
deſpiſed, and loaded with the baſeſt Ca- 
lumnies, and the moſt falſe Accuſations. 
The Diſſenters univerſally ſet themſelves in 
flat Oppoſition againſt it, as they have al- 
Ways done towards preſcribed Forms in the 
n Worſhip of 
ing led and covert by this fundamental 
Principle: „ That every Man ought to 
„ have a Liberty to form his own Senti- 
© ments, and to purſue them by all law- 
ful and regular Methods; that the Impo- 
„ ſitions of Men ſhould be diſclaimed, and 


Almighty God: Be- 


« God worſhipped according to the 'Dic- 


dates of every one's own Conſcience. = (4). 
And beſides this general Plea of Impoſi- 
Et: tion, they make ſeveral particular Objec- 

tions to the Common-Prayer, and Ceremo- 
nnies of the Church. That they ſhould 

&« like the Liturgy much better, if it was 
« drawn up in Scripture Expreſſions; R 
0 the Confeſſions TORY, and 7 bankſgiv- | 


(a) See this old plea revived þ in a lat e Treatiſe, i in- 
| tituled, An Enquiry into foe 9 27 tbe oY cf tbe 
E TY Later, P. 6. 
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g 0 ings were more particular, ſome Phraſes 8 
< in it left out, and others more proper and 


f | © intelligible put in the room of them; if 
5 | © the Multitude of Collects were brought in- 


« to one or two long Prayers, read by the 
1 | « Miniſter alone, the People only ſaying 
Amen, at the Concluſion, as the manner 
Was formerly. (5) That many of the 
| +* Ceremonies are very exceptionable, and 
cannot well be joined with; as an inde- 
cent Noiſe is made by the Reſponſes, 
c the moſt confuſed and harſh one can 


& 
ae 


| | hear; that it is great Superſtition to bow. 
) | « to the Altar, and to uſe the Croſs in. 
„ « Baptiſm; and that it is a moſt notorious. 
. __« Impoſittonto injoin Kneeling at the Holy, : 


„ Communion.” (c) Theſe and many 

more ſuch like Reſtraints in the Church, 
the Diſſenters will tell, „are very great 
„ Hardſhips upon che Laity; and they, 
wonder they are ſo univerſally complied. 
with, more eſpecially by thoſe who ws, 
ce call'd unto Liberty amonglt *em, and. 
ce 7 I have forſaken it, and voluntarily. 
put on the Fetters of the Church. (4) 
E * 1 SHALL ſay nothing here of the Bic. 
ſenters Pha, of a Liberty for every Man. 


| (650 See A late- Trae, E ji: 
ed, p. 22. (c) An 1 5 into 6-19 Far &c. P. 23. 
. ib. P. 8 0 N „„ 
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5 to | hid for himſelf ; and of diſclaiming | 
Im poſftions, in the Worſhip of Almighty i 
God. *Tis the avowed Doctrine of the | 
Church of England. That the King's 


« Power within his Realms of Great Bri- 


«« tain and Ireland, and all other his Do- 
% minions and Countries, is the higheſt | 
„Power under God, to whom all Men, ; 
as well Inhabitants as born within the 
_«* fame, do, by God's Laws, owe moſt _ 
„Loyalty and Obedience, afore and a- 


«© bove all other Powers and Potentates 


on the Earth.“ (e) And conſequently [ 
that Power and Authority, whether veſted 


in the Civil Magiſtrate alone, or committed 
co the Truſt of others lawfully authorized 
by him, muſt be ſubmitted to and obey'd, 
zuot only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience © 
ate. (/] But let the Legiſlature vindicate 


11 its own Authority in theſe Matters; and 
would only beg of the Diſſenters to conſider 


" che great Indulgence the Government has ö 


given them, by a Toleration to worſhip God | 
in their own way; which ſhould help to 
| ſoften thoſe unkind Reflections they are too 


SEED: apt to make upon. the Power and Autho- 


Th rity of the Legiſlature it ſelf. 
War I am concern'd in at preſent, is, = 
b to ſet forth the Excellency and . 1 


8 0 Can. 1 © Rom 125 5. 3.4 
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of our Liturgy, and the Adaptneſs and 
! Suitableneſs of thoſe Rites and Ceremonies 
directed and appointed therein, which have 
been heretofore contrived for us with great 
Deliberation and Wiſdom, and which we 


are now in Poſſeſſion of, as the eſtabliſhed 


| Worſhip of this Realm. And this Effect 
I hope will follow from it; that all thoſe 
who are no great Friends to our Eccleſi- 
aſtical Conſtitution, either through invete- 
rate Prepoſſeſſions and Prejudices, or by 
_ Miſtakes of Things, may be aſhamed of 
their Oppoſition, and be prevailed upon, at 
leaft, to think more favourably of our way; 
And that thoſe among us, who wiſh well 
to our Eſtabliſhment, and would be thought 
true Sons of the Church of England, may 
be the more confirm'd in the Appointment 
of fo admirable a Service, and ftand up 
upon all Occaſions in the Defence and Pre- 


ſervation of it. 


ITE better to ſhew and repreſent to 
you, the Excellency and Perfection of our 
_ Liturgy, or Common-Prayer, I ſhall run. 
cover its ſeveral Parts, the Succeſſion and 

Connection of its Offices, of which it is 

made up and does conſiſt: And, as I go 
along, ſhall take a View of the Diſſenters 
Manner and Method of Worſhip, that fre: 


and diſcretionary Way and Manner of theirs, 


Without the Mixture of human Impoſitions, 
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for which they have always been ſuch 1 

zealous Sticklers; from whence you will 
eaſily perceive how heavy, and flat, and 
dull, their whole Performance is, in com- 
5 pariſon of the Beauty of the Compilement | 


of the Eſtabliſhed Service. 


FixsT then, When we are aſſembled f 


and met together in the Houſe of God, to 


worſhip him, the Miniſter gravely and ſe- a 


riouſly exhorts the Congregation to a Con- 


feſsion of their ſins; and the better to in- 
duce them to it, he brings ſeveral Sentences 
taken out of the Old and New Teſtament, 
ſhewing the Efficacy and good Succeſs that 
will aſſuredly attend the Acknowledgment | 
and Conſeſſion of our Sins: Such as, When E 

be wicked man turneth away from his wick-. 
elneſßßs that he hath committed, and doth that 
Wy — which 75 lawful and right, he Shall ſave his 

Pull alive, Ezek. xvii. 27. If we ſay that 
ve have no fin, we deceive our ſelves, and 
WF rbetrath is not in us. But if we confeſs our 
Aus, be is faithful and juſt to forgive us our 
ins, and to cleanſe us Jrom all ane ku 5 


by neſs, 1 John i. 8, 9. 


Ark this, he proceeds to remind them 15 
5 of the ſolemn Ends of their meeting to- 
gether, namely, To render thanks for the 
great benefits we have received at God's © 
hands, to 5 orth his moſt worthy praiſe, 
70 bear hs mo) — word, and to as thoſe 

h Ou! - 
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things which are requiſite. and neceſſary, as 


ell for the body as the ſoul, This is a ne- 
ceſſary and befitting Preparation for us, 


before we approach the Throne of God; 
to conſider before-hand what we are going 
to do, and the great Ends of our coming to- 


gether at this time : And not to ruſh haſtily 


into his Place of Worſhip, and where he 1s 


eſpecially preſent, before we have prepared 
ourſelves, as one that tempteth the Lord, 


„„ A ES 
TEN the Miniſter (the whole Congre- 


_ gation accompanying him Sentence by Sen- 
tence) begins the General Confeſſion, all meck- 
ly kneeling upon their Knees. A Con- 
feſſion that is very comprehenſive, taking in 
all kinds of Sins, tho* not mentioning the. 
Particulars of chem; as, our leaving un- 


done thoſe things which we ought to have 


done, and doing thoſe things which we ought 
not to have done. It is indeed very impro- 
per to mention each particular Sin that 
Man may be guilty of in this Confeſſhon 
(tho? the Diſſenters ſay we ought to do it, 


and that our Confeſſion is. too much ſtinted 


and defective, becauſe we don't do it.) For 


pr ay conſider, would you have any Man 
plead guilty to Sins, and make a publick 


| Acknowledgment accordingly ; which per- 


haps he never committed, no not in the 
whole Courſe of his Life? This is involv- 
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ing him in an unjuſt Condemnation of him | a 
ſelt, in doing that which he never had* | 
done, or omitting that which he hath pun-- 


_ Etually performed. And therefore a Generaf 
- Confeſſion is ſufficient in this Caſe, which our | 
Church hath wiſely ordered; and as for parti- 
cular Crimes, wherein a whole Congregation | 
may not be concern'd; every Man, who 
knows himſelf guilty of them, has room ſe- 


cretly to confeſs them under the Heads of ge- 


neral Omiſſigns and Commiſſions: As, tha? 


he has erred and ſtrayed from God's wways like © 


a loſt Sbeep; that he has followed too much 
'® the devices and defires of his own heart , that © 
be has offended againſt his holy laws, R 
Man may mentally untold the Particulars 
of theſe Sins, and confeſs them in his Heart, 
along with the Miniſter, Which will effec- + 

WW  tuoally procure God's Pardon and Forgive- 
ness, as if he had pronounced them in ex- _ 
my preſs Words with his Mouth. And this 
"every Member of the Congregation may 
do, and ought to do, to make the Con- 
feſſion of his Sins more particular to him- 
ſelf; which would be very odd and imper- 
tinent for the Miniſter to do in the Name 
of the whole Congregation, many whereof 
may never have offended in them at all. 
AFTER this general Confeſſion made by 
all the Congregation, the Prieſt then ſtand- 
ing up, and the People continuing upon 


their 
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! Knees, doth in the Name, and by a Com- 
miſſion from God, declare and pronounce 
| the Abſolution, or Remiſſion of Sins. He 
| doth not here pronounce it av/olutely, and 
in his own Perſon, as he does in the Ser- 
vice for the Viſitation of the Sick, 7 ab- 
| folve thee from all thy fins, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
* Ghoſt; but only conditionally, upon a Sup- 
/ poſition of a true Repentance, directing. 
' himfelf chiefly to thoſe who turn from their 
' evickedneſs, being truly penitent, and to none 
elſe. The Prieſt doth here declare his Pow- _ 


er, That Almighty God hath given power 


and commandment to his miniſters, to declare 
aud pronounce to his people, being penitent, 
be abſolution and remiſſion of their ſins; ac 
: cording to that Authority they are inveſted _ 
with, John xx. 23. Whoſe fins ye remit, they f 
are remitted, But then in this place, he 


only applies the Authority to the truly pe- 


9 


nitent, that God pardoneth and abſolveth all © 
| them that truly repent, and unfeignedly be- 
| lHieve his holy goſpel : And he can be ſuppoſ- 
cd to apply it to none elſe, conſidering how _ 
: our Congregations conſiſt of good and bad 
: Men, and that the good at preſent are on- 
Ipy intitled to Pardon and Forgiveneſs, ac 
: cording to the expreſs Conditions of Salva- 
tion, required by God in Holy Scripture. 
This Office of the Prieſt, in pronouncing 


* * Fo 
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Adſulution, tho* it be adjudged by ſome 


as of no Uſe in the Church, ought to be 


received with the greateſt Comfort by us; | 
provided we !ruly repent us of our former |; 


fins, and ſtedfaſtly purpoſe to lead a new | 


life, but no otherwiſe. And as it is an Act 


of the Miniſters alone, pronouncing it 
by a Commiſſion from God, as his Am- 
baſſador; the People there preſent ought | 
ſilently and attentively to hearken to and 
receive it, but by no means to repeat it af. 
ter the Miniſter; a Fault that too many, 


and thoſe otherwiſe devout and intelligent 


Perſons, are guilty of: They muſt not re- 
peat it along with him, but only anſwer here, 
as they do at the end of the Prayers and 
Thankſgivings, throughout the Service, ß 
Amen, 


BEFORE I g⁰ on, let me interpoſe a few 


Remarks upon what has been ſaid, You 

ſeec how our publick 

WF"; Confeſſi on of Sin, and Abfolution from Guilt. 
Tbis will ſhew you, 
1. The Excellency of our Common-Pray- 5 

er, that its Service ſhould be introduced 
with two ſuch neceſſary Offices as Confeſ- 
ſion and Abſolution. Thoſe are the very, 

1 n of all publick Devotion, up- 


which the Acceptableneſs of every 


5 ” Thing we do in the Houſe of God wholly 
oy Os For unleſs 1 we Lens acknow-= 1x 
2, "Pp 5 


Vorſhip begins with 


r B 


of Worſhip 


jedge our Vileneſs, and truly repent us of 
our Faults; unleſs we are abſolved, ſancti- 


Compilers of our Liturgy was ſuch, as to 


lay the very Foundation of our Worſhip in 
theſe two Things; telling us, in the Ex- 
hortation, That although we ought at all 
| times humbly to acknowledge our fins before 
[ God, yet ought we moſt chieſty ſo to do, when 
4 we aſſemble and meet together. 
very different from this wiſe and regular 
Order and Appointment, is that odd Way 
among the Diſſenters? Their 
[ endleſs and ſenſeleſs Effuſions of indigeſted 
Prayer, obſerves no ſuch Method, but the 
: Confeſſion of their Sins is jumbled i in by 
their Teachers, they know not when, nor 
1 how; neither have they any Abſolution at 
all, whereby to comfort the People, and 


give them Aſſurance, from God's Holy 


Word and Promiſes, of the Forgiveneſs of 
Where- 

as the Church of England has appointed 
Confeſſion of Sin, with Abſolution, to 
publick Service, _ 


| their Sins, after Confeſſion made. 


| ar the firſt Part of her 
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fied, and reconciled to our God, all we do 
in his Sanctuary will be to no manner of 
Purpoſe. And therefore the Wiſdom of the = 


Now how 


| | before we ſet forth God's moſt worthy praiſe, = 

5 or hear his moſt holy word, or as thoſe 

things which are requiſite and neceſary, as well 
fog the "Oy as ſis Wy X N Perceiving - 

f that 
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| that all which follows will be no way ac- n 


c—.Ceptable, unleſs introduced by thoſe. 8 
| 2. You may from hence learn, how re- c 
aiuiſite it is for you to come to Church be- 

deore the Confeſſion begins, that you may þ 
| have this great and invaluable Benefit of g 
the Abſolution. Unleſs you confeſs your 
Sins to God, and do it with an hearty and 
| _- . hnrere Repentance for all the Errors of 
il your Life paſt (which every one of you | 


may do very well in your own Minds, 
eeren in this general Form of Confeſſion) 
IU you cannot expect any Share in the Abſolu- ! 
tion. For he, and only he, who confeſſetb 
and forſaketh his fins, Shall obtain mercy and 
Z forgiveneſs. And therefore, let me exhort 
you to come to Church if poſſible at the 
very beginning, eſpecially before the Con- 
feſſion, that you may not thereby deprive | 
= yourſclves of the Comfort of the Abſolu- 
don. Nay, that you may not miſs any 
MP thing that may be edifying to you, and 
perhaps of ſomething at that time which 
= * have done "uo more . chan all 
| „ 1 } 


OY 3 2 * 
£ : © 7 8 FI 
nne d e 
1 * 


. Ler me add this one Cantion fur- 
tber, That when you are at your Confeſ- 
1 Gon, and are acknowledging your Sins be- 
"| fore God, you beſure to do it with a pure 
dae. and humble voice, and out of a deep 
d of your own Vileneſs and e 1 
| ne 8. 5 


ac- neſs. Otherwiſe to make a Confeflion of 


Sin and Guilt after a careleſs and uncon- 


re- cerned manner, and without an affected and 
be- wounded Spirit, is nothing elſe but a bold 

nay and confident recital of our Rebellions a- 

t of gainſt Heaven, which, inſtead of Mercy, 
our will procure Vengeance and —— at the 1 
1 Hands of our God. 5 

; of 25 

you | y— 2. — /ũ — 
3 

on) 1 $ E c T. 1. 5 
Au- Of the Lird's Prayer. T * it was di. 
eis rected by our Saviour as a real ftanding 
and Form of Prayer, to be uſed in the very 
wrt Words be delivered it. That it was in- 

the * ended by him to be perpetually uſed by all 
on- Chriſtians, and ought to be ſo uſed to the 

ie | end of the World. That the Dipenters — 
lu- are greatly to blame in not giving ii a 
my: more conſtant Place in their Retegions -: 
ind 13 LL NAD: g | 

* FTER ve have, with a pure heart 
LY and humble voice, made Confeflion 
we | 4 1 our Sins before Almighty God, and, up- 


upon their Knees, all [ Jounly ſay the Lord 
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on Condition of true and unſeigned Repen- . 
tance, have received Abſolution from the _ 
7 Mouth of the Miniſter ; he then kneeling. 

3 down, and the Congregation ſtill keeping 


5 


Prayer, 


1 
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Prayer, the Miniſter uttering it with an 
audible Voice, and the People repeating it 
along with him. Before I proceed, I ſhall 
here ſhew you the Authority by which we 
uſe the Lord's-Prayer, and how very fitly 


we bring it in, in the ſeveral Parts of our 


Divine Service: And, as I paſs along, ſhall 
conſider the Diſſenters Plea for their ſo ſel- 
dom, or never ufing it, in their Way of 
Worſhip, They own this incomparable 
Prayer „ to be the beſt, the moſt full, per- 
« fect, comprehenſive Prayer, that ever was 
« compoſed in the World; and that it 
« was impoſſible for the united Wiſdom of 
all the Men upon Earth to make one 
equal to it, ſuited to the Time and Per- 
„ ſons for whom it was principally made.“ 
(e) Nevertheleſs, ſay they, our Lord 
deſigned no more by it, than to give his 
Diſciples a Directory for Prayer, and 
that they were to reduce their Petitions 
< to ſome or other of theſe Heads.“ (b) 
Not intending in the leaſt that we ſhould 
uſe the very ſame Words, or that when we 
Pray, we mult ſay, Our Father, Sc. And 
accordingly there are but very few. of the 
D.iſſenters of all Perſuaſions, that ever uſe 
this Prayer, or will ever join in the Uſe 
of it at all; eſteeming it only as a Model | 


) Lay-Nonconformity juſtifed, p. 23. (b) ib. p. 24. | 


45 5 8 oy „„ 
e e e e eee 


E ” =_ 2 „ K ä — ” * Ie. > * ; A 
" gem I p : : - a wei 4 wt 28 # Ec * * aa * a 8 . a WAS 1 8 
1 ES N 5 4 - 8 4 1 Sn Gs 5 * N Den — Ion os 1 1 . 

ho > ya » T3 6A - FL N ">, I nt 4 . p n 1 289 8 n 5 ! » . 

* 2 . 5 5 ad dd” - ry ca; F 4 OSS wn, — . 8 ne Ne - N G eee * we A A 0 3 2 * 
84.95 2 eg” 6 a TH of Cage EE . 7 ETC 7 ; * z ö 8 a 4 


: Supported and Encouraged, 21 


our modern Diſſenters. 
. WHETHER he intended and g 
it to be uſed as a Prayer it ſelf; ahh 


ſtanding Prayer, to be perpetually 


land. 


of Prayer, calculated for the Circumſtances 
of Time and Perſons, and not neceſſary 
to be conſtantly repeated now. We will 
examine a little into this Matter, and fix our 
Inquiry upon theſe two following Queries, 


. WHETHER our Lord really de- 
8 no more by this his Prayers, 
than to give his Diſciples a Form 
or Model of Prayer, and that they 
were to reduce their Petitions to 
ſome or other of thoſe Heads? 
which is the general Sentiment of | 


not only for his Diſciples, but as a 


uſed by all Chriſtians, throughout 
all Ages, even to the end of the 
World? Which is the univerſa! 
1 of the Church of 5 


Puke hich cecations the firſt 3 rl 
and inclines the Diſſenters to think the 

| Lords-Prayer is only a Model or Directory 

tor Prayer, and was not intended to be 

_þ uſed as a Prayer it ſelf, 18 the Account 
given of it by St. Matthew, vi. 9, more 
8 particularly as to the Reaſon. why. our 

5 . Saviour 5 
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Saviour compoſed and preſcribed this Pray- 
er. He there tells us in general, that the 
Lord Jeſus upbraiding and condemning 
the hypocritical Oſtentations, and vain Re- 


petitions, and other odd manner of Pray- 
ing, uſed by the Phariſees and Heathens, 


— — — 


thought fit, for the more decent and accep- 


table Performance of the Duty, to preſcribe 
this Form, or compoſe and make this 
Prayer. When thou prayeſt (ſays he, v. 5.) 


be not as the Hypocrites are, doing this out 
of vain Oſtentation, for hey love to pray 


landing in the ſynagogues, and in the corners © 
of the ſtreets, that they may be ſeen of nen- 
But thou, when thou prayeſt, enter into thy 
cloſet, and when thou haſt Shin! thy door, pray 
to thy Father which is in ſecret, This only 
directs the manner of Praying, more eſpe- | 

_ Cially as to private Prayer, which our Sa- 
viour would have performed agreeably to 
the Nature of it, and ſo in fecret; and 
hereby condemns all thoſe who affected to 
do this in publick Places, that others might 
take notice of them, and look upon them 
as devout religious Perſons for ſo doing: 
Little different from a Practice very obſer- 
vable in ſome among our ſelves, who ſhall | 

be frequently heard to utter loud and ve- 
hement Ejaculations, tho' not in the cor- 
ners of the ſtreets, yet by every one that 
FE PRES the Ives 5 n it would be more 
decent, 


LY deat oo 3-1 SO 19-5 


my A AX 


,  v ATC SS my. 


iD 


Wa) 


Chriſt, to ſay their Prayers privately in their 
Cloſets, with their Doors ſhut, and heir Fa- 


tber which feeth i in fee ret ball reward theme 


" openly. 
; Acaix, f FRY our Lond; When ye pray, 
”. uſe not vain Repetitions, or Words of the 
ſame import, to lengthen out your Prayers, 


| as the Heathens do; for they think they all 
| be heard for their much ſpeaking, ver, 7. 
This dire&ts the Matter of our Prayers, 
That they are accounted vain, when more 
Words are uſed than are requiſite to heigh- 


ten the Devotion, or when they are uſed 


zs the Heathens did, to lengthen Devotion; 
thinking thereby to ſtun the Ears of our 
God, or imagining perhaps, that he Can- 


| nor hear us, unleſs we ſay the ſame thing 


over and over; like the Deſign of the 
Baalites, 1 Kings xvili. 26. in crying out 
from morning to noon, O Baal hear us. 


| And that they are the moſt acceptable and 


| | available at the Throne of. Grace, when 
they are concife, and our Words few and 
|! well digeſted, uſing Words as comprehen- 

| five, general, and free from needleſs Repe- 8 


| fitions, as we can. Agreeable to E 


f cept of the Preacher, Eccleſ. v. 2. God is 
in beaven, thou on earth, therefore let thy 
|) words be few, And of the Son of Syrac, 
A — Vu, 14. Multiply not words in thy 
1 = Tn : 
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L decent, and more agreeable to the Mind of 
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prayer. A Precept, I am afraid, little ta- 
ken notice of and obſerved by thoſe that 
uſe extempore Effuſions and indigeſted un- 
_ premeditated Prayers, full of Repetitions 
not much unlike to thoſe here condemned 
in the Heathens. 1 
T Is is St. Matthew? 8 "Account hy o our 
Bleſſed Saviour preſcribed this ſhort Form 
of Prayer; purely to correct and reform 
two Miſtakes, as to the Manner of Pray- 
ing, and the Matter of our Prayers (with a 
View more particularly to the Practice of the 
Heathens, in uſing vain Repetitions) after 
This manner therefore pray ye, (i) Our Fa- 
ther which art in Heaven, &c, Now, ſay 
the Diſſenters, our Lord does not here bid 
his Diſciples ſay Our Father, but only di- 
rects them to pray after this manner, Our 
Father, Cc. which is a plain Argument 
that he did not give this Form to them, to 
be uſed as a Prayer it ſelf but as a Pattern, 
or Directory for Prayer. . - 
Bur let it be der d, in Anſwer to 
” this Objection, 1. That the Expreſſion, 4. 
ter this manner, does not hinder it from 
being a poſitive Command of our Saviour's, | 
| to uſe this very Prayer, in the very ſame 
Words. For we meet with the like Ex- 
7 rnd in variety. of Places 1 in Holy ep 


0 on ros s & apologies bie, 80 chereſore pray ye. 


ture, 


Ir „ 


2 
2 
E 
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ture, directing the very Words to be uſed 
to which it is applied. Thus in that Form, 
preſcribed for the Aaronical Benedictions, it 
is expreſſed, ſo ſhall ye bleſs; () and the 
very Words to be aſed by way of Bleſſing, 
are afterwards laid down, The Lord bleſs 
| thee, and keep thee; the Lord make his Face 
to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious un- 
to thee: The Lord lift up his Countenance 
upon thee, and give thee Peace. Num. vi. 
24, 25, 26. So, when God put a Word 
into the Mouth of Baalam, which he ſhould 


ſpeak to Baalak, God faith to him, ſo ſhalt 


— «ls or after this manner ſhalt thou 


„(%) which is the ſame with, zheſe 


: 2 2 thou Heal, as they chere fol- 
low, Numb, xxiii. 5. And the ſame, with- 
out doubt, is intended here, after this man- 
ner therefore pray ye, i. e. in theſe Words 
ſhalt thou pray, Our Father which art n 


Heaven, Sc. 


2. St. Luke has put a plain and deter: 


minate Senſe upon our Lord's Meaning, 


Luke xi. 1, 2. When ye pray, ſay, Our Fa- 
cher; in which Words he does as expreſs- 
ly enjoin the uſing of this Form, as was 
Poſſible for him to do in any human Lan- 
- guage whatſoever; when ye pray, ſay, or 
| ule theſe Words, Our Father. The Ocea- 3 


0 Orot ee, 0 ra A Mabe. - | 


E 
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ſion of our Saviour's mentioning again this 
Prayer (the Account whereof is different 
from that given by St. Matthew) will far 
ther confirm to us his deſign, that we ſhould 


always uſe this 3 and that he intend- 
ed it as a ſtanding Form to be uſed. The 


Account which this Holy Evangelift gives 
of it is this: That as Jeſus was praying in 


— 
"Wig _ Y a 
— 1 f 1 — 
— — 4 
- — — — — — — — LT 


a certain place, when he ceaſed, one of hi 


diſciples ſaid to him, Lord teach us to pra wy 
 @s Fohn alſo taught his diftiples, Luke xi. 1. 
It was the Cuſtom of the Fewihh Doctors to | 
teach their Scholars a Form of Prayer, as 
a Badge or Livery of their Diſcipleſhip ; | 
according to which Cuſtom, it ſeems, John 
the Baptiſt had taught his Diſciples a Form 
of Prayer of his own compoſing. Which 
the Diſciples of Jeſus underſtanding, they | 


make it their Requeſt to him, that he, ac. 


_ cording to this laudable Cuſtom, would 
each them to pray alſo; that is, that he Þ 
would teach them a Form of Prayer, even | 
| as John had taught bis diſciples. Where- | 
upon he faid unto them, when Ye pray, | 
ſay theſe words, Our Father which art in 
Heaven, Gc. i. e. when ye pray folemnly, | 
and upon any Occaſion, omit not to uſe | 
this Form of Words. Now, ſuppoſing the | 
Account before given by the Evangeliſt St. 
Matthew, as to our Lord's real Meaning | _ 
about this Prayer, be a little ambiguous ; | 
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he having there mentioned it upon ano- 
ter Occaſion, and at a different time, a 


Year at leaſt before that ſpoke of in St. 


| Lake; yet if it be plain and expreſs in 
another Place, as it is undoubtedly ſo here 


in this Goſpel of St. Luke, When ye pray, 


 fay, Our Father, the doubtful and ambi- 
guous Text (according to the Rule of un- 
derſtanding Scripture) muſt be determined 
buy the plain and expreſs Text, and in our 
Practice we muſt be governed and direct- 
| ed altogether by it. (m) _ 


3. Ir our Lord had intended this Prayer, ; 


| and given it to his Diſciples, only by way 

I of a Directory, and not as a Prayer it 
ſelf, that is, merely as a Direction what 
1 they were to pray for; he would, in all 
probability, have expreſſed himſelf after ano- 


ther manner; and, inſtead of bidding them 


ſay, Our Father, or pray thus, Our Tx. 
1 ther, he would here have ſaid, when ye pray, 
| do it after this Pattern, or in ſome ſuch like 


Form, as I have here ſet you down: He 


would have given them the Heads only of 
| the Things they were to pray for ; as, that 


they ſhould call upon God by the Name 


> | of their Heavenly Father; that they ſhould N 


beſeech him to cauſe his Name to 1 glo- 5 


| rified and hallowed in the World; chat = 


0 m) See, Dr. Whitby $ Paraphraſe in Loc. ä 
% oo: oy: 
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they ſhould pray that his Kingdom might 


ſpread and advance throughout the wink | 
Earth, with the like. But, inſtead of this, 


he gives them a form'd Prayer, and bids 


them ſay it, and uſe it after the ſame man- 
ner in which he gave it, ¶ hen ye pray, ſay, - 
Dur Father which art in Heaven, And if 
we farther conſider the Deſign of our Lord's 
giving this Prayer to his Diſciples, which 
was (as St. Luke particularly relates it) 70 
teach them to pray, as John taught his Diſ- 
ciples; it is another very plain Indication, 
that he intended it to be a ſet formal Prayer 
it ſelf, to be conſtantly uſed in the very 
fame Words, whenever at | prayed ſolemn⸗ 
| * to 5 God. 5 15 


2. Query. Whether our Land gave 

this Prayer to his Diſciples alone; 
or whether he intended it, and gave 
it as a ſtanding Prayer, to be perpe- 


5 tually uſed by all Chriſtians, through- 


out all. Ages, even to the end of 


the World : ? 


Tux: Dienten ail perfſt init, that this 

Prayer of our Lord's, whether intended by 
him as a Directory for Prayer only, or whe- 
ther deſign'd to be uſed as a Prayer it ſelf, 
| was given to the Diſciples alone; and that 
In no other end, but to be uſed by them 
| 8 55 whilſt ; 
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whilſt they were infirm and weak, and be- 
. fore the Holy Spirit had fallen upon them, 


and was plentifully infuſed upon the Church. 


And accordingly they tell us, «That we 
e have no Account, that the Apoſtles did 
in their Aſſemblies conſtantly join in the 
„ Ule of the Lord's Prayer, nor indeed 
the leaſt Hint that they ever ſo much as 
once did fo afterwards, They might 
_« uſe it as a Form, for any thing we know 
to the contrary ; but this is more than 


any one can pretend to prove from the 
8 Y P P 


N 


Records of thoſe Times.” () We read, . 


ſay they, in the Alis of the Apoſtles, of 


Prayers made by the Church, or by parti- 
cular Members of it, upon many extraor- 


dinary Occaſions; (o) and that thoſe, who 
were converted, continued in the doftrine, 


and fellowſhip of the apoſtles, and in break- 


ing of bread, and in prayers, Acts ii. 42. 
but we don't find in any of thoſe places, = 


the leaſt Intimation that _ ever uſed the 1 
Lord's Prayer. 


But let it be conſider'd in Sener, in 


1 anſwer to chis Plea, that negative Argu- 
ments are but of little or no Validity; and 

that becauſe the Holy Scripture does not 
827 mention the 9 . the 


600 Lay: e ule, P- 23. 0 Acts N 
1. a. ch. 6. 6. 8: 15. 12, 5. 1 Oe. 
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upon them, therefore they never did ſo. 
For there are abundance of Things, which 


are not ſo expreſsly mentioned in Scripture, 
that we muſt believe the Apoſtles both did 


and uſed; which we could not believe, if 
we were tied down to this Rule, Becauſe it 
25 not expreſily mentioned in Scripture, There 


js no Record in the New Teſtament, that 


they ever prayed in any Form, or in any 


Words whatſoever, before our Lord's Re- 
ſurrection; and yet we may be aſſured that 
they did frequently put up Prayers to Al- 


mighty God, to ſtrengthen and enable them 


in the Work of their Miniſtry, and that 
the Goſpel might ſpread it ſelf, and be re- 
ceived in all Parts of the Earth. There is no 
Mention, that they ever baptized any Perſons 
ni the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, the very Form which 
dur Lord particularly commanded it to be 
done in. No Notice is there taken, that 


they at any time received the Bleſſed Sacra- 


niet; or that half of them preached the 
| Goſpel to any Nations, as the Lord order- 
ed and directed them to preach it to all Na- 
lions And, ſhall we therefore ſay, that they 


did none of theſe things, becaule the Scrip- 


are is ſilent, and does not mention chat ey _ 
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Iv Matters of Doctrine, indeed, this way 


of negative Arguing is always good. We 
read of no ſuch Doctrine in the Scriptures, 


as that of Purgatory, or the Invocation of 


Saints; and therefore neither of them I, 


or can be, any Article of Faith, becauſe we 


have no other Rule of Faith beſides the 


Holy Scriptures. But in Matters of Pra- 
/tice it can never be ſo. As, ſuppoſing ws 


read no-where in any part of the New 


Teſtament, that.Infants were baptized, we 


ng not preſently conclude from thence, 


that they really were not; becauſe the fa- 


cred Pen-men are under no Obligation to 
give us a full Hiſtory of all the Apoſtles 


did: ; and conſequently a great deal more 
+ rel by them, than what 
was thought fit to be mentioned. And 


this may be one of thoſe Things, their 
_ conſtantly uſing the Lord's Prayer, which, 
without doubt, they always did, although 
their uſing of it be no-where mention'd : 
Otherwiſe *ris ſcarce conceivable, for what 
End they ſhould deſire of our Lord to 
teach them how to pray, as Jobn taught 
bis Diſciples, if they were never to make 
Ule of his preſcribed Form afterwards, 
And as for thoſe Inſtances cited from the - 
Ads of the Apoſtles, we don't read one 
word of the Matter of their Prayers, but 
only in Seneral, chat they Prayed 3 z and 
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for ought we know, thoſe very Prayers 
may be nothing elſe but the Lord's Prayer; 
or, if they were any other Prayers beſides 
that, we find by the Inſtances of them, 
that they were but in the Nature of ſhort 
| Ejaculations ; and therefore no Reaſon or 
Neſceſſity was there, that they ſhould con- 
ſtantly add the Lord's Prayer to them, any 
more than there is, that we ſhould add the 
Lord's Prayer to every Collect or Grace 
we uſe. There is no certain Concluſions to 
be made from Arguments and Reaſonings 
of this kind, eſpecially when they are 
brought to confute Matters of mere Prac- 
tice. We may reſt our ſelves ſatisfied, not- 
withſtanding there is no mention made of it 
in Scripture, that the Diſciples uſed the 
Lord's Prayer, and continued fo to uſe it; 
andi that not only for a time, before the De- 
ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon them, but af= | 
terwards and always, whenever they pray- 
ed ſolemnly to their God. And as they 
conſtantly uſed it, fo was it likewiſe intend- _ 
ed, that it ſhould be made uſe of by all 
_ Chriſtians, throughout all Ages, to the end 
of the World. We are commanded, when 
we pray, to ſay, Our Father which art = 
Heaven, Sc. No Limitation of Time is 
any where fix*d, and conſequently there lies 
as great an Obligation _ us now to N 


it, 


Für 5 8 = 
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it, as did upon thoſe to whom it was firſt - 
deliver'd. 
But, ſay the Diſſenters, very rriflingly, 
« Tf our Saviour intended to oblige his 
« Followers to the invariable Uſe of the 
« very ſame Words in this Prayer, we 
ce would be glad to know whoſe Words we 
are oblig*d to uſe, Matthew's or Luke's, 
and why one's Form rather than the o- 
g ther's?” (p) Our Diſpute here, is not, 
whoſe Words, or whoſe Form we muſt uſe ? 
but whether an Obligation is not laid upon us 
by an eſpecial Command from our Lord, 
when we pray, to ſay, Our Father? The Va- 
riation of Expreſſion uſed by the Evangeliſts, 
does not come into the Queſtion z and the 
Difference is ſo ſmall, that, unleſs for Ca- 


| vil-fake, it ought not to be mention'd. 
| For whether we ſay with St. Matthew, 
| Give us this day our daily bread ; or, with. 


St. Luke, Give us day by day our daily bread : 
And again, whether we pray according 
to the Form of the one, Forgive us our 
þ debts, as we forgive our debtors; or, ac- 
E- cording to the other's, Forgive us our / ns, 
2 we alſo forgive every one that is indebted 
to us; the Variation is ſo little, that it mat- 


b- ters not whoſe Words we uſe. But the 


Church of England hath lilenced the Dit- 


1 7 ) Lay -Norconformity jftked, p. 23, 24. 
| 8 * : bote, . 
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pute, as to this Objection, by fixing upon 
one determinate Expreſſion, and carrying 
the ſame invariably throughout her whole 
Service. *Tis urged again, „If we infiſt ; 
„ upon it, that when we pray, ſay, Sc. 
« muſt be underſtood as a Command to pray 
e jn theſe Words, we don't fee how the 
«© Uſe of any other Prayers, not thoſe of 
. «©. Liturgy ſelf, can (according to this No- 
K tion) be juſtifiable, nor how we can ſo 
c much as eg a Bleſſing upon our Meat, 
b or jay Grace, without breaking a Com- | 
c mandment.” () Certainly theſe Objec- 
tors greatly miſtake the Queſtion, It is 
not in the leaſt pretended, neither was it 
ever deſign'd by our Bleſſed Saviour, that 
no other Prayers ſhould be uſed beſides the 
Lord's Prayer, either in publick or in pri- 
vate. We may ſay other Prayers, or we 
may enlarge our Petitions to a greater 
Length, for the more full and particular ex- 


preſſing of our ſeveral Wants and Neceſ- 


ſities. But the Meaning is, that whenever 
we pray, either in our own Words, or by 
a ſet Form, we ſhould conſtantly ſay the 
Lord's Prayer; becauſe our Saviour hach 
commanded it, by whom alone any of our 
Prayers and Religious Duties can be accept- 


ed of our God ; and becauſe it is s made ba 


WB pas 


him, | 
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himſelf, and therefore the only Prayer that 

| we are ſure is perfectly agreeable to the 
Will and Pleaſure of Almighty God, and 

the moſt acceptable to him. And we 'have 


no manner of Reaſon to doubt, that when 
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we pray in the very Words, as well as in 


| the Name of our Mediator, but our Prayers 
{hall be heard, and all the good Things we 


asked ſhall be granted to us, ug his 


Merits and Mediation. 


Now all this: put together, I hope, i is Au- 
thority ſufficient for our uſing the Lord's 


Prayer; and, if rightly conſidered, isenough 
to ſhame and filence thoſe People, who think 


ſo ſlightly of it, as not to permit or ſuffer it 


to bear a conſtant Part of their Religious 
Worſhip. We of the Eſtabliſbed Commu- 
nion always uſe it, and we ſhew ſuch a jult 
Deference to it, by reaſon of that Command 
of our Saviour? s, bidding us to ſay this, 

whenever we pray, that we uſe it not only 


once, but in every diſtinct Service of the 


Church. I know the Diſſenters are angry 
at this, that we ſhould ule the Lord's Prayer 


ſo often; but it is their Ignorance of the 


Nature of our Service that leads them into 
this Miſtake. They don't conſider how 
our [Liturgy conſiſts of ſeveral diſtinct Of. _ 

f Aces, viz, that Part of it before the Read. 
ing of the Holy Scriptures, and that Furt f 
t which follows after the Litany, or gene- 


Rs ral 
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ral Supplication, and the Communion Ser- 
vice. In each of theſe Offices we conſtant- 
ly bring in the Lord's Prayer, fometimes 
at the Beginning, and ſometimes at the Cloſe 
of them; it being a Prayer immediately 
proceeding from the ſacred Lips of our 

Lord God, we are always certain to uſe 
one Prayer, both abſolutely perfect in it 

ſelf, and without doubt moſt acceptable to 
him to whom we pray, and what muſt needs 
hallow and conſecrate all our other Prayers, 
Which we already 1 or ſhall hereafter 

put up to him. 

AN D how highly to bhme are the Diſ- 
ſenters, in thus ſlighting and contemning 
the Commands and Injunctions of our dear 
| Redeemer? As, when he has bid us, as 

oft as we pray, to ſay, Our Father, &c. for 
them to take little or no Notice of the Com- 
mand; and to diſregard ſo excellent a Prayer, 
WM ſcarce worthy to be ſaid by them, or to 
bear the leaſt Share in any of their folemn 
| Addreſſes to their God. Let me beſeech | 
them, in the Spirit of Meekneſs, ſeriouſly | 
do conſider of what dangerous Conſequence ÞF 
mucha Practice is, and more eſpecially how 
E horribly it reflects upon the Author and 
i Giver of this incomparable Form; to ſpeak | 
cContemptuouſly of it, and to throw it aſide 
as not worthy to be uſed or ſaid; and to do 
this, without PRE 115 or any el : 

. 
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of Authority whatſoever for ſo doing. They 
may, at the ſame rate, make void all the 
Inſtitutions of Chriſt, and pronounce even 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper to be only 
temporary Preſcriptions, as the Quakers do, 
as well as the Lord's Prayer No, let them 
underſtand, and take Notice of it, that what- 
ſoever Chriſt hath inſtituted without Limi- 
tation of Time, doth always oblige, though 
the Perpetuity of the Obligation be not ex- 
preſs d by him. And therefore, unleſs they _ 
can prove (which they have never done yet, 
nor will ever be able to do) that Chriſt hath _ 
limited the Uſe of the Lord's Prayer to fuch 
or ſuch a Time, that Prayer muſt as much 
_ oblige now, as it did when it was firft deli- 


ont Yes. 
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SEO. I. 


35 07% praiſing Cod. The Ener ſow it. 
Of the Pſalms. The early Uſe and great 
Antiquity of ſinging them, or ſaying 1 
by Rehearſals, Reſponſes, and alternate 
Readings. Of the Conformity of the Church 
2" Erigland to ſo laudable a Practice in 
the Worſhip and Service of Almighty God. 
The Diffenters Oren; e it, an- 

e 


Ne) far as we have hitherto, gone, we may 5 
call one diſtinct Office of our Divine 
Wl Service, comprehending Confeſſion of Sin, 
Wil Abſolution from Guilt, and Prayer to God, Y 
nin that moſt excellent and comprehenſive 
Form of Prayer left us by the Son of God, 
when he was made Fleſh, and dwelt here 8 
among us, and which he hath commanded 
us whenever we pray to uſe, and ſay, Our 
Wl Father which art in Heaven, &c. After this, 
WF the whole Congregation proceeds, Miniſter 
and People together, with joynt Hearts 
and united Voices, to offer up Praiſe and K 
S Thankſgiving to God our Almighty Crea- 
tor. And, the better to enliven our Souls 


ſor ſo noble a Part of God's Service we are 
dow going about, the Miniſter begins, and 
1 cries out in the Words of the Plalmiſt, 


1. 
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BL li. x 5. O Lord, open thou our Lips; 
the People anſwering, And our Mouth ſhall | 

ſhew forth thy Praiſe : The Miniſter again, 
© God, make ſpeed to ſave us; the People 


| continuing, O Lord, make haſte to help us. 


And then we immediately lift up our Bodies 
as well as our Hearts, and raiſing our ſelves 


from our Knees, and ſtanding upon out. 


Feet (the known Poſture of Praiſing) the 
_ Miniſter faith that ancient and noble Doxo- 
logy, Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt ;, the People every one 


anſwering, 45 it was in the beginning, is now, 


and ever hall be, world without end. This 

| glorious Doxology is often rehearſed by us 
throughout our whole Service; not a Hymn 
we uſe but we conclude with it; not a Pſalm _ 
we utter, but we conſtantly add it to it; and 


that alternately by the Miniſter and People, 
exciting and ſtirring up each other to joynt 


Praiſes of our Creator, and to the magnify- 


ing his great and glorious Name: Like the 
Church triumphant now in Heaven, which 


5 continually worſhips before the Throne, ſay- 


| ing, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, 


which was, and is, and.. is to come, Let 


not the Diſſenters blame us for adding ſuch 
a2 noble Appendix as this is, and uſing it ſo 


— frequently, when praiſing our God; but 
rather let the Reproach center upon them- - 


= ſelves forn not t uling it at all. There IS snothing : 
like | 
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like this in what is done by them in their 
Way of Worſhip ; their whole Service be- 
Ing flat and heavy, without any enliven- 


ing Ejaculations, as this is, to move and ſtir 


up the Hearts and Souls of the People. 
Their Prayers are confuſed, and indigeited 
and dull, and never (that I can hear of) are 
due Praiſes, and proper Forms of Thank/- 
Living, at any time, put up to God, in that 
Manner at leaſt, that the People may join 
with their Teachers in them. Whereas we 
of this Church have the great Happineſs 
and Satisfaction, in a joynt and unanimous 
Conſent of the Miniſter and Congregation, 
to give Glory to God the Father, God the 


Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, in that Man- FF 
ner, and by that Form, which the Holy 


Church throughout all the World hath ever 
owned. and acknowledged him by. 5 
The Miniſter, after this, not lk | 
15 what was ſaid before to be ſufficient, calls | 
again upon the People, and invites them a- 
freſh to the following Work of Praiſe, fay- 
ing, Praiſe ye the Lord, the People anſwer- 

ing with an united Voice, The Lord's Name 
be praiſed, And accordingly we go on, 
Miniſter and People together, to the 85 


1 : ing or ſinging the Ninety- fifth Pſalm, O 
WW come let us ſing unto the Lord, let us heartily 


rejoice in the Strength of our Salvation. A. - 
: molt noble N e this 1 is, and 
= „ VV— © 


Supported and Encouraged. 41 
5 very : aptly choſe as an Introduction to Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving ; O come let vs ſing unto 
_ the Lord— Let us come before his Preſence 
with Thankſgiving, and fhew our ſelves glas 
in him with Pſalms -- O come, let us worſhip, 
and fall down, and łneel before the Lord our 
Mater. For he is the Lord our God, and we 
| are the People of his Paſture, and the Sheep 
| of his Hand. It is, I ſay, a moſt excellent 
Palm, and very well placed here before 
che Rehearſal of the reſt of the Daily Pſalms, 
Let the Diſſenters read it, and let them com- 
pare the Invitation in the Pſalm to their 
Practice in the Convenlicle: Let us fall down, 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker, is the 
| Invitation : Let us it, or careleſsly /o/l, is 
= their common Uſage in the Meeting-houſes, Eo 
Then we proceed to the P/alms appoint- 
| ed for the Day; and, ſtill keeping our ſelves 
in a fanding Poſture, not only to ſignify, 
but to forward the Hine up of our Minds, 
we either /ing 'em, or /ay*em, as the Cuſtom 
olf the Place ſhall direct. It muſt be owned, 
that neither the Pſalms, nor Hymns, are 
uſually ſung in our Pariſh Churches, but 
for the moſt part are /aid, or read, by rea- 
ſon of the want of Muſick, and People's 
not being capable of ſinging, as it is other- 
wiſe in the Cathedral and Collegiate Churches. 
But ſinging them, when performed in any 
9 tolerable Manner, is OAT. the moſt 
l : moving 7 
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moving and affecting Way; and hath al- 
ways been eſteemed ſuch, unleſs by thoſe, 


whoſe Souls are out of Tune, and who have 


no Reliſh and Taſte of Compoſures of this 


Kind. The Diſſenters, I know, are ver y- 
angry at our chaunting out the Pſalms: b nay, 
they diſapprove even of that Way of aller- 


nate Reading of them, one Verſe by the 


Miniſter, and the other by the People, as 


an indecent; noiſy, and confuſed Manner 


and Method of praiſing the eternal God. 82 


But the Diſlike and Prejudice proceed chic 


ly for want of an Ear, and from not having 


a due Taſte of ſuch Divine Compoſitions, 


and more eſpecially for Want and Lack of 


Commbu-Prayer- Boos in their Hands, to 


go along with the Miniſter, or Choir, in 


* 
A 
8 
ky 


"the chaunting, or ſinging of the Pſalms, or | 


Hymns. The Method it ſelf is ſolemn and 
moving, and very edifying, and of great 


Antiquity; and the Practice of it hath al- 
ways obtain'd among Chriſtian Congrega- 
tions in the Worſhip and Service of Al- 
; mighty God. 


II the: Diſſenters are "pleaſed to fatisfy 
themſelves, by an impartial Enquiry into 
this Truth, let them conſult the Records of 


: the Holy Bible, and the Teſtiman of the 


Is \ An Enguity b into the Cauſ es, &e. p. 23. 1 


Noc conormity, Oc. P- 77. 
primi- 
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Man of God, and the Children of Jad, _ 


Supported and Encouraged. . ; 


primitive Fathers thereupon, where they 
will ſoon diſcover the early Uſe of Chaunt- 
ing and Singing, and the great Part or Share 


that ſuch an ancient Cuſtom hath always 
obtained in God's Worſhip, We can trace 


the Practice of it up as far as Moſes, and by 
our Church-Accounts, can bring it regular- 

ly down, through all Ages, even to our own 
Time; the oldeſt Song, of which there is 
any Memory, is that ſung by Moſes, the 


| Exod. 15. which was compoſed by him as 


a Song of Praiſe to God, when they came 


} ſafe through the Red Sea, and ſaw the Egyp- 
! !ians dead upon the Shore. He afterwards. 


W 


made ſeveral others, as Occaſion offer d, 
for the Admiration of thoſe ſtrange Events, 
| which he ſaw come to paſs, Deut. 32. And 


in this Manner and Method was he followed 


in After-times, in compoſing Divine Songs, 
by Deborab, Barak, and Hannah, Jud. 5. 


1 Sam. 2. and by many more; but by no 
one with greater Perfection, than by King 
David. He was an admirable Artiſt this 


Way, one that was cuniing in playing, 

1 Sam. xvi. 18. and tbe ſweet Pjalmiſt of If 
rael, 2 Sam. xxiii. 1, 2. He took all Occa- 
ſions to exerciſe his Fat, not on ſuch Jow _ 
Subjects, to which the Art is commonly 


now debaſed, but in compoſing Divine and 
Heavenly Meditations, which are all gather- 
1 5 ed 
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ed together in what we call /e Book of 
Pſalms, and are carefully handed down to 


Poſterity, as the moſt excellent and ufctul 
Book in the whole World : So incompara- 


bly excellent are they, in containing ſuch | 


noble Helps of Devotion, ſuch copious Mat- 
ter of Divine Meditation, and ſo many 
_ wholeſome Directions of Life even beyond 
any ſingle Book of the whole Bible, or any 
Other Parts of Scripture whatſoever, that 
they have always born a very conſiderable 
Part of the Divine Worſhip, both of the 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian Church, 
David, in his Time, was ſo careful of 
. this Matter, that he purpoſely appointed and 
ſet apart ſeveral Courſes of the Levites, for 
the Work and Buſineſs of ſinging Songs of 
Praiſe; ſuch of 'em that were inſtructed in | 
the Songs of the Lord, even all that were | 
cunning, two hundr d fourſcore and eight, 
1 Chron, xxv. 7. He appointed them alſo 


do ſing with muſical Inſtruments, with Harps, 


with Pſalteries, and with Cymbals, and with | 
Pipes, and Hautboys too, as the ſeveral Oc- | 
caſions offered for it. They were appointed | 
to take their ſ-veral Courſes, after the ſame Þ 
Mlanner that the Prieſts were: Twelve of 
| theſe Singers, with their Governor, came | 


= and walled every Week, at the End of which 


they were ſucceeded by other twelve, till 
5 the Courſe Was s finiſhed; and then it began 


again 5 


Supported and Encouraged. 45 
again where it did at firſt, King Solomon 


afterwards obſerved the very ſame Order and 
Method, as appears in that great Solemnity 
aſter he had finiſhed the Temple, the Houſe 


of the Lord, 2 Chron. v. 12, 13. Ezra 


reſtores and renews it again, after it was in 


part loft by a long and tedious Captivity, 


Exra iii. 10, 11, The Practice was not 


wholly loſt during the Continuance of that 
Captivity, as appears from P/alm 137, 


where the Babylonians deſire to hear one of 


their Pſalms ſung by the mournful Captives, 


Sing us one of the Songs of Sion The An- 
ſwer to which was, How can we ſing ibe 
| Lord's Song in a ſtrange Land ? However 


we find the ancient Method again reſtored, 


and ever afterwards to be carefully carried 
on and continued, ſo long as the Jewiſh 7 


Church had any Being. 
And when after Wards their Rites” and 


| Ceremonies came to be aboliſhed, and their 
Bloody Sacrifices to be laid aſide, by the 
Offering which Chriſt made of himſelf; yet 

' this Sacrifice of Praiſe, this Way of wor- 
* ſhipping God, in P/alms, and Hymns, and 
ſpiritual Songs, ſtill continued and remained, 
as the principa] Service of the Chriſtian 
Church. We find Perſons then to be early 
inſpired, not only to pray divinely, but to 
| propheſy alſo, or to ſing Pfalms and Hymns 


of Fraiſe, as the Word chere! imports, 1 Cor. EE 


'S. 5. 3 Paul gives ths Corinthians . 
Fe ticular Direction in this Matter, 1 Cor. 


xiv. 15, What is it then? I will pray with 


the Spirit, and I will pray with the Under- 
ſtanding alſo, I will fing with the Spirit, . 
and I will ſing with the Underſtanding alſo | 
that is, ſo uſing my ſpiritual Gift in Prayer | 
and Pfalmody, in the Publick, as hat = 
may be underſtood by others. The Man- 
ner of their Singing likewiſe was but little 
different from that in Ezra 3 Time, 2 inging 
; the Pfalm « or Hymn, and another an- 
ri Bo the Extreams, or laſt Words of it. 
This ancient Practice is confirmed by the 
_ Teſtimony of Pliny to the Emperor Tra- 


jan, giving an Account of the Chriſtians; | 
where he ſays, among other things, that | 
they ſay one with another by turns a Verſe, 


meaning a Pſalm or Hymn, 70 Chriſt as | 
unto God. (50 ) And Enſebius more expreſsly | 


tells us, that the laſt part of the Hymns were N | 
always lung by the whole Company, who | 


| hearkened in Silence to him that ſung the 
frxeſt, till he came to the Cloſe, which they | 
all repeated together (/). And this Method 


= of finging the Pfalm by Chaunting, and al- 
= _. ternate Cloſes (the very fame, as Biſhop Pa- 


trick aſſures us from T, beodoret, (%) which ” 


44) Lib. 10. Eb. 97. 0 (0 5 11. Eccl. Hip. cap 5 3 
Te 65 )* I Patrick's Pre! ace to the Book of Palms. 


x 
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now uſe in our Choirs) did ſo ſpread it ſelf, 


1 as it were by a joynt Conſent, all over the 


World, that it became the Employment of 
Þ Chriſtian People, both in City and Country. 


2 hey that minded no other Book of the 
| Scriptures, yet by this Means had got the 7 
Boo of Pſalms 74 by heart, that both in 


their Houſes, and in the Streets, and in the 


High-ways, they were wont to recreate 


| | themſelves with the ſinging theſe Holy Songs. 
And, indeed, what Employment can be 


more bleſſed and heavenly, than thus de- 
voutly to contend with Saints and Angels in 
| ſounding forth the admirable Excellencies of 
our Creator, Redeemer, and Sandifer? 


| Praise (i. e. Plalmody) is commonly for the 


2 | Upright, Pſ. xxx. 1. I is a good thing to give 
= Thanks, to fing Praiſes, to ſhew forth thy 


TI oving-kindneſs, and thy Faithfulneſs upon = 


| he P/altery, with a ſolemn Sound, Pl. xcii. 
| 1,2,3. Praiſe the Lord, for the Lord is 


8 good; ſing Praiſes to his Name, for it is 


| | of Egypt, Pf. lxxxi. 1, 2, Sc. 
T [ 


pleaſant, Pal, cxxxv. 3. Song aloud, take a 


Pſalm, blow up the Trun 2 ; for this was a 
| | faiute for Iſrael, and a 
Jacob. This he ordained in Joſaph for a Te- 


aw of the God of 
| Pimony, when he went out through the Land 8p 


I might inſiſt much farther on this Sub- 


5 5 ject; but, I hope, what has been thus briefly | 
” | laid will kuffice to Oy: Ho, not only 1 in 


the 
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the Ule of the Pſalms, and Hymns, and 
other Divine Songs, but in that Way and 
Manner of uſing them, as is now practiſed 
in the Church of Eugland; that is, by al- 
lowing the Congregation a Share in them, 
either by Conſort, where Muſick is cuſto- 
mary, or by repeating the Verſes by turns, 
where that Advantage cannot conveniently | 
be had. The Pſalms, more eſpecially, | 
have been ever looked upon as the moſt ex- 
cellent and uſeful Part of Holy Scripture ; 


and therefore it is, that good and wiſe Men, 
that have gone before us, have conſtantly 


recommended them to us, not only for our 
private Reading and Study, but have alſo | 
allowed them a more than ordinary Share in | 
the publick Devotions of the Church; di- 
recting us to rehearſe them, in our Moraing | 
and Evening Service, by ſuch equal Parts or 
Portions, that the Whole may be gone over | 
once every Month. And they are likewiſe 
Compoſitions of another Nature and Kind 
from all other Parts of our Bible whatever, | 
being chiefly a Collection of the moſt | 
holy Praiſes, and the devouteſt Thankſzi- 
vings, fitted and adapted to the various 
Exigencies and Conditions of Life: And, 
| moreover, they are all of 'em, originally f 
_ metrical,. or poetical, and conſequently they F 
cught to be diſtinguiſh'd, and to have an- 
: other Ute appropriated to them, different 


from 
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; from what we apply to common and or di- 
nary Scripture, And for theſe Reaſons it 
was, that the Catholick Church heretofore, 


for which they were ſo famous, as to be ta- 


ken notice of even by Heathens and Ene- 
mies; and the preſent Church of England” 
| now, in conformity to fo laudable a Pra- 
ctice, have always allowed the People a 

Part in theſe Pſalms, either to be ſung, as 

1n our Cathedral Service, or to be ſaid, as 
in our Parochial Worthip, the Congrega- 
tion joining, and alter nately anſwer! ing ber | 
the Miniſter. | 


But how different is the Diſſenters Wa 


from the Church's Practice in this Matty? 5 
| Thoſe of them, who are called Presbyterians, 
tis true, do read the Pſalms; but then they 
are read only by their Teachers, and that 
now and then, picking here and there A 
 Pfalm;notin that regular Order and Courſe 


as the Church reads them, ſo as the whole 
may be gone over once every Month. The 


5 People are not ſuffered to have any Part or 


Share in them (except when they are ſung 
in very ill Metre) but muſt ſtand, or rather 


| /it (which is their common Behaviour) all 


the while, like a Company of Mutes, liſten- 


ing to theſe excellent Divine Compoſures, 
F whilſt their Teacher reads them in the com- 
mon Mode only of other Scriptures. Chaunt- 

1 ing of them, and uſing Wr umeiital Muſick e 
3 , eee 
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whilſt ſinging them, is what they can by = 


no means away with, eſpecially the extraor- 


dinary () Pomp (as they call it) of our Ca- 
| thedral Devotion: This, they ſay, is inde- 


cent, making a confuſed Noiſe, rendering 


the Pfalms unintelligible to the People at- 
ſembled together, does not ſeem ſuited F 
„ to the Simplicity of the Goſpel, and 
& looks too much like the Jewiſbꝰ Worſhip, F 
« to be brought into Chriſtian Congrega- | 


4 tions.” A very eaſy Matter it is to ſhew | 


dem their Error, and convince them of their 


| Miſtakes, if they would lay aſide Prejudice, | 


and confider Things with that Candor and 5 


Judgment, as they ought to do. 


For, can they think it . wat | 
| ſuch a Heavenly Treaſure of Praiſes and | 
Thankſgivings, ſuch a Divine Compoſition | 
and Collection of Holy Songs of Comfort, 


as the Pſalms contain, and which do make 


. up the nobleſt Part of our publick Service, LC 


| ſhould be confined to a ſingle Teacher, and | 


the Congregation not permitted to have any 
the leaſt Share in them? Shall they be re- 
ſtrained, and their Mouths ſtopped, and ſuf- 
fered to fay nothing but muſt only hearken 
and liſten to em, whilſt ſuch divine Breath- 
ings are echoing forth amongſt us? No, 
jure; z to have ſuch an en as this Haid 


0 E dorco hautes, 5. 37. 


. upon [ 


5 5 
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upon any Community of Chriſtians, is to 


commit a ſort of falſe Impriſonment upon 


their Affections, and to lock them up, when = 
they ought to have the greateſt Liberty; 8 
and, for People to do it of f themſelves, is to 
| betray great Indevotion, and the want of 


that true Spirit of Religion, which ſhould | 


ever be amongſt us. And whoever aſſerts 
tt,, and pleads for it, directly oppoſes an an- 
| cient Practice, which all Chriſtian Churches 
in the World have ever received; which ſo 
many Ages have always held; which the 
| moſt approved Councils and Laws have ſo 
oftentimes ratified and confirmed; and, in 
ſhort, a Practice, which always, heretofore; 
Ii the beſt Men, and wiſeſt Governors of Gods 
I People, did "think they could never ſuffiei⸗ Do 
| uy commend. _ _ 
Bur what the Diflenters chiefly urge, 1 
* Anſwer to all this, is, that a private Uſe 
may be made of the Palms, where every 
I Man's Diſcretion will guide him to that 
Wich is proper for his own Purpoſe; but a 
publick Uſe of em, as they offer themſelves 
I promiſcuouſly, and to be alternately read in 
Ide daily Service, is not at all convenient; 
becauſe there are many Things contained 
in theſe Pſalms which are not agreeable to 
| every Perſon's Condition, and ſo cannot 


at all Times be joined in with that Spirit Z 


. Affection as is requiſite. The Eucha. | 


8 ritical 
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5 riſticul Plalms, they ſay, are not proper for 
him that is in Diſtreſs ; neither are the Peni- 
tential ones, when he has received Joy and 
Comfort. That there are many of the 
Pſalms, which have no Propriety to the Spi- 
rit of any Chriſtian; as thoſe which are 
ſpent in calling down Vengeance on God's 
and the Pſalmiſt's Enemies — Let them be 


ceonfounded and put to ſhame that ſeek after 


my foul, Pf. xxxv. 4. Let them be as the 
chaff before the wind, and the angel .of the | 
Lord chaſe them, ver. 5. Let deſtruction 
come upon him unawares, ver. 8. Andeſpe- | 
_ cially the roth Pſalm, almoſt throughout. 


Now, in Anſwer to the firſt Part of = | 


\ Objection, there may be ſome Things in 
the Pſalms no- way agreeable to my preſent 
_ Circumſtances, and yet very applicable to 


| thoſe of other People: So that for the Sake | 


of them I ought in Charity to rehearſe ſuch _ | 


85 Pſalms where thoſe Things are mention'd, 
although I cannot in every Inſtance bring 


them home to my own Caſe, We do here "F 


the very ſame, as when we pray in the Lord's 


Prayer; we there ſpeak in the Plural Num- 1 8 


ber, Our Father which art in Heaven, and | 
ſo take in all others; and by that compre- -F 
henſive Form do pray for every thing that 
any Chriſtian may ſtand in need of, And 
yet, after all, we ſnall find it very difficult 
. to meet with one Fam that does not ſome- 
. . | 


e and Encourdged. $2 


: how c or other concern us, let our Condition 


be what it will. As ſuppoſing ourſelves to 


be in Diſtreſs, we may nevertheleſs uſe 
Pfalms of Thankſgiving, and praiſe the 


Lord, that our Diſtreſs is no more grie- 


vous and heavier to us. Nay we have now 
and then Matter of Thankfulneſs that God 
is pleaſed to lay Diſtreſſes and AMictions 


upon us; to awaken us, and bring us to a 


true Senſe of ourſelves. We nnd the Pſal- 
miſt very often aſſuring us of the Goodneſs 


and molt valuable Benefits of ſuch whole 


Fong Chaſtiſements; and conſequently teaches 
the Duty of bleſſing and magnifying our 


8 B. mne factor for the Mercy | in directing them 
towards us, be they never ſo unpleafant, or 
bitter to us: I is good for me that I hade 


been in t1 vuble, that F* a7 learn thy Ha: 
Tues, 


As to that Part 1 8 the Exception, which 75 


| mentions pious Chriſtians having nothing 
10 do with thoſe Pſalms that contain Im pre- 


nations againſt God's and the Pſalmiſt's Ene- 


ö 1 the Anſwer is ready and eaſy. That 
ſuch Plalins, as ſeem to mention thoſe Im- 
precations and Wiſhes, are rather to be un- 


derſtood as Predictions and Denunciations, 
that ſuch juſt Judgments of God will light 
on obſtinate Sinners, not wiſhing or praying 


0 ; they may do to : As when it is ſaid, Let 
ben be co Founded and put to FO. he 


-D'2 Senſe - 
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Senſe in all Reaſon ought to be changed, | 
They ſhall bluſb and be aſhamed, they ſhall | 
be raed bach; they Gall be as chaff before 
the wind, and the angel of the Lord fhall 
chaſe them. Their cody ſhall be dark and 
 Nlipper „5 and the angel of the Lord ſpall per- 
 jecuie them. Deſtruction ſhall come upon him 
_ #nawares, and the net that he hath hid ſhall 
 eatch pimſelf, into that very deſtruction fhall 
be fall. All theſe, and many others, are 
only Predictions of what will certainly be- 
fall wicked Men, if they continue impeni- 
tent; and the Deſign of them is purely to | 
work us into Repentance, and thereby to | 
prevent thoſe Denunciations : And accord- | 
ingly we have as much Concern to fay | 
them, and often read them, and to let them 
ſink deep in our Hearts, as we have to ſay 
or read thoſe terrible Threatnings in the 
Goſpel; Except ye repent, ye ſhall periſh: 
Tudignation and wrath and anger upon every | 
ſoul that doth evil; Our God is a conſuming 
fire: There remains no more ſacrifice for | 
fin, but a fearful looking-for of judgment | 
and fiery indignation, which ſhall conſume 
the adverſary. I ſhould not have inſiſted | 
ſo long upon theſe frivolous Exceptions, but 
that you may ſee by what little Arts and | 
Shifts the Malice of ſome, and the Weak- 
neſs of others, will call the beſt and moſt 
g innocent Hiltiturions into 
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As for the Ule of Vocal and Inſtrumen- 


tal Mufick with the Plalms, and what the 
Diſſenters mightily cavil at; 1 ſhall only 


obſerve in general, that it is not only an 


Ornament to God's Service, but a great 


Help and Incitement to our own Devotions, 


| when perform'd with any tolerable Skill, It 
ſtrikes in with the virtuous Inclinations of 
| the Mind, moves the Paſſions ſweetly, kin- 
dles the ſpiritual Faculties of the Soul into 
an holy Flame, and is a truly rational and 
' innocent Delight, And let it not be ſaid, 
that it looks too much like the Jewiſh Mo, ſhip, 7 


to be brought into Chriſtian Congregations : 


* For the Harps, Pſalteries, T'imbrels, Trum- 


pets, and other Kinds of Muſick, uſed by 


David and the reſt of the inſpired Pro- 
| phets under the Old Teſtament, was never 
| yet underſtood to be the Worſhip of the 


eus, but only the Beauty or Ornament of 
their Worſhip; which was innocently prac- 


| tiſed by them without Cenſure, and is ſtill. 


retained 1n the Chriſtian Church, and hath. 


| always been allowed of without Controul. 


TI $HALL fay but little as to the Practice 


of other Sectariſts in this Particular, Some 


of them are for having P/almody in their 


| Conventicles ; whilſt others, eſpecially the 
 Anabaptijis, the greateſt part of them, un- 
Warrantably and facrilegiouſly baniſh both 
— e, and e out of their — 5 


«6-9 be Church of England. Man 


Good God! what do theſe People mean ? 5 
Shall the Practice of the Zexwi/h and Chriſtian 
Church, in this Matter, be of no Authority 
with them! ? Shall the many Scripture Ex- 
amples and Precepts, which plainly com- 
mand the Thing, be of no Enforcement to 
them? Shall the Pleakntneſs, the Profitable- 
neſs, and the Acceptableneſs gf the Duty, 
be of no Motive to recommend its Uſe in 
their Aſſemblies? Let them tell me, how 
we can better delight and edify ourſelves ? 

In what manner we can do the Work of 
Heaven more acceptably, while upon Earth, 
than in echoing forth the joint Praiſes of 
our God? A great Part of what we at pre- 
ſent know concerning that Place of Bliſs, 
and its glorious Inhabitants, is, that they 
live in perfect Harmony and Love, perpe- 
_ twally finging Praiſes before the Throne of 
God. And ſure, it there be any Senſe of, 
any Panrings atter that happy State, we can- 
not but delight in joining with that bleſſed _ 
Choir, in raifing our Hearts as high, and 
labouring to get ſuch Fore-taſtes of their = 
Joys, as our preſe nt Diſtance, and the Frail- 
ties of mortal. Fleſh and Blood will now | 
admit us to. | 1 
Leer us, of the Ffabliſhed Church, ever 
value ourſelves upon it, that we h ave ſuch 
excellent . of Devotion put into our | 
lands, as the . Plalms have 1 5 by 
20 | Cen 


hs _ 
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been accounted to be; and let us uſe them 
in that right Manner, and in that due Po- 


ſure, both in publick and in private, as the 
Nature of them does ſuppoſe and require. 
| Obſerve your Parts, and the Miniſter's too, 

whenever you ſay them in the Church; and 


lift up your Hearts together with your Voices 
along with him, in acknowledging, magni- 
ſying, and praiſing the infinite Wiſdom, 
and Power, and Goodneſs, and Glory of 


the moſt High God in all his Works, and 


in the Wonders that he has done, and ſtill. 
does, for the Children of Men. Then ſhall _ 


we imitate that High and Heavenly Work 
which the Saints are now imploy'd in above, 


as we hope to do it with them tor ever here- 


© after. „„ 
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35 * ©: T. IV. 


0 3 the Holy Scriptures,” 27 be Order 
and Method thereof obſerved in the Church 


of England, Of the publick Reading the 


Apocryphal Leſſons. The Excellency and 


| Uſefulneſs of the Order and Appointment 


ſewn and declared. The Diſſenters great. 
ty to blame fon not at all, or very ſparing- 
| ty, admitting the Scriptures to be read in 
their Aſſemblies. Their Pretences for 5 
a con W and anſwer d. 


'F T E R finiſhing the Pfalms, AS they = 
are appointed either for the Morning 


or the Evening Service of the Day, we then ” 
proceed to reading the Firſt Leſſon, taken 
out of the Old Teſtament, as is appointed | 
in the Kalendar (except on Sundays and Holy- | 
days, when more People are ſuppoſed to at- 
tend the Worſhip of Almighty God, than | 
can conveniently come together upon other | 
Days; we then read ſome ſelect Chapter | 
proper for that Day, and ſuch as is judged | 
moſt edifying to all that are there preſent:) 
And having thus read the Fiyſt Leſſon, and 
. heard God ſpeaking to us out of his Holy 

Word, we preſently return again to Praiſes | 
and Thankigiving ; faying, or ſinging, in | 
| the Morning © one of theſe ancient Hymns: "I 


— 


Lare and Encouraged. ” W - 


OW: praiſe thee, O God; wwe acknowledge thee 
to be the Lord Or, O all ye works of the _ 
Tord, bleſs ye the Lord, praiſe him, and 


magnify him for ever. This Hymn, We 
praiſe thee, O God, &c. was uſed very early 


in the Chriſtian Church, and hath been con- 
tinued to be fo uſed above Thirteen -Hun- 
| dred Years, It is a glorious majeſtick 


Hymn to the Holy Trinity; and therefore 


the Doxology, 25 be to the Father, is not 
added to the Cloſe of it, it being itſelf a 


Paraphraſe upon the Doxology, only drawn 


| into a larger Form. The other Canticle, 
O all-ye works of the Lord, &c. is a Com- 
ment upon the cxlviiith Pſalm. A moſt. 
noble Hymn this likewiſe is, very ancient, 
and what hath been univerſally uſed in the 
Church of God in the moſt early Times. 


When we repeat it, it makes us ſenſible how 


far ſhort we ourſelves come of praiſing God 
ſufficiently; and therefore we call upon all 
| the Creatures in Heaven and Earth to con- 
_ | Jpireina ſweet Symphony of ſinging Hymns 
| unto him, Bleſs ye the Lord, Praiſ lim an * 

magnify bim for euer. OY 
AFTER we have ſaid or ſung one of theſe : 

Hymns, we go on to read the Second Leſ- 

fon, taken out of the Goſpel in the New 


Teſtament, which is always appointed to be 


| read in the Morning. And when we have 
4 heard chat, and ate filled wich Admiration 


at 


bo _ The Church of England. Man 
at the infinite Goodneſs of God, therein re- 


vealed to us, we then break forth afreſh in- : 
to praiſing and adoring of him, faying the 
Song of Zacharias, Bleſſed be the Lord G 


of Iſrael, for he hath viſited and redeemed 


His people : Or the 1ooth Pſalm, O be joy- | 


ful in the Lord all ye lands, ſerve the Lord 
with gladneſs, and come before his preſence | 


with @ ſing. This is the Order and Me- 
thod we uſe, and which our Church hath | 
appointed to be obſerved in her Morning | 


Service; to read a Chapter out of the Old 
Teſtament, and then to give a Reſpite to 


the Atte N laying or ſinging a Hymn; | | 


and oY to read another Chap- 


WELD che Goſpel of the New 
+1 ) ſucceed and follow that 


Again 57 Auer. A e . 
AND the ſame Method we bree and 13 
uſe in our Evening Service. We read at that 


"Time alfo a Leſſon of the Old Teſtameut, 


as is appointed, and then fay or ſing the 
Magnificat, or the Song of the Bleſſed Vir- | 
gin Mary, Luke i. 46. My ſoul doth mag- | 


-nify the Lord, and my ſpirit hath rejoiced in 


Gad my Saviour + Or elſe the 98th Palm, © : 


ing unto the Lord a new ſong, for he hath 5 


done marvellous things, And after this, we 
| proceed again to a Second Leſſon of the New | 


N eſtament, generally taken out of the E- | 
bet, Py as N are e uſually appointed for te 


Service TT 
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Service in the Afternoon: And then we ſay 
the Song of Old Simeon, Luke ii. 2 9. Lord, 
07 letteſ thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 
according to thy word. Or elſe the 67th 
Palm, God be merciful unto us, and bleſs 
1, and ſhew us the light of his countenance, 
and be merciful unto us. Theſe ſacred Hymns 
are all taken out of God's own Word; and 
therefore cannot but be very pleaſing and 
acceptable to him, from whole Divine In- 
ſpiration they were deliver'd to us. There 
are two of em wiſely provided by our Church 
after each Leſſon, for Variety 3 but one only 
is intended to be uſed at a ti the daily 


Service, at the Diſcretion- | . *iniſter, 
I know the Diſſenters are 2: : at our 


thus intermingling theſe .x, i d and 
other Hymns with the Div ſe orſhip; 
and, eſpecially, for repeating tuem ſo con- 
ſtantly, as we do, after the Leſſons. "They 
tell us, that theſe Holy Songs were proper 
enough for the Occaſions for which Simeon, 
and Zachary, and the Bleſſed Virgin, uttered = 
them; but they cannot be fo for our Cir- 
ances and our Times. Now the Rea- 
fon why we uſe them aſter the Leſſons, is 
(as was obſerved before) to give a Reſpite 
to the Attention, by interpoſing ſomewhat 
to excite the Aﬀections, after the Under- 
ſtanding hath been employ'd in hearing a 
. os A read: z and, by this Variety, to pre- 


Part 0 
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pare our Minds and Thoughts afreſh, to at- 8 
tend to what is going to be read to us in a 
Second Leſſon. And for them to ſay, that 


ſuch Sacred Hymns can by no means be 


accommodated to the Occaſions and Cir- 
cumſtances of our Times, and therefore alto- 
gether improper to be uſed by us, 1s, at once 
to cancel and lay aſide a great Part of the 


Book of P/aims, which, 'tis plain, did only 


concern David and Aſaph, and other Holy _ 
Men therein meant, and had no Reference 
to the Affairs of God's Church and People 


afterwards ; and yet theſe Pſalms were daily 


appointed, and ſet forth in publick Divine 
Service, and the whole Congregation con- 
ſtantly join'd in them: For (to uſe the Words 
of the judicious Mr. Hooker, who has taken 
Notice v this very Plea (ww) „ the Praiſes | 
of God, in the Mouths of his Saints, are 
«© not ſo reſtrained to their own Particular, 


but that others may both conveniently 


« and fruittully uſe them: Becauſe the my- 
e ſtical Communion of all faithful Men 33 
« ſuch as maketh every one to be intereſted | 
ce 1n thoſe precious Bleſſings, which any one 
of them receiveth at God's Hands; and 
e becauſe, when any thing is ſpoken to ex- | 
|  «& to] the Goodneſs of God, whoſe Mercy | 
+ endureth for ever, albeit the very parton > I 


ue) Ecole. Pay, Book v. 5 p. 141. On, 
$: 1 lar 5 
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ce lar Occaſion, whereupon it riſeth, do come 
& no more; yet, the Fountain continuing 
« the ſame, and yielding other new Effects, 
« which are but only in ſome ſort propor- 


| < tionable, a ſmall Reſemblance between 
cc the ates which we and others have 


received, may ſerve to make the ſame 
« Words of Praiſe and Thankſgiving fit, 
though not equally in all Circumſtances ; 


| <« fit for both. 


Tux Order of our Church mnorwithſtand- 
ing this frivolous Expreſſion) holds good, 


| in appointing the Leſſons for each Day, and 


a reſpective Hymn to ſucceed and follow. 
cach Leffon; and the Method which ſhe 


hath, in fo much Wiſdom, and with ſo. 
great Judgment, contrived for it, is very 
excellent and uſeful. Here (you ſec) are 
| four Chapters ordered and directed to be 
read every Day, throughout the Year, by 


| the Miniſter, with a diſtin&t and audible 


Voice; he ſtanding, and turning himſelf to 


che People, ſo as he may beſt be heard of all 


ſuch as are preſent. Theſe Chapters are not 


| pick'd out of the Bible here and there at 
F Pleaſure, as the manner of the Diſſenting 
Teachers is, in that little Scripture which is 
read among them; but our Church hath 

| fixed, n a wiſe Method, a regular Kalendar, 

1 ſetting forth the whole Courſe of Leſſons 


oo for every Day' in | the Year, It begins with 
5 . Sa = 
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Geneſis, for the Firſt Leſſons, at Morning 1 


and Evening Prayer, and fo continues on | 
orderly through all the Books of the Old 
Teſtament (except certain C hapters that 
conſiſt of Genealogies, and contain Matters 
that are leaſt edifying, and might be beſt 
ſpared) till near Advent; to which Time 


the Book of 1/aiah is reſerved, being thge 
cleareſt Prophecy of Chriſt and his coming, | 
and therefore moſt ſuitable to that Holy | 
Seaſon. And in the ſame Order and Me- | 


thod it begins with St. Matthew, and the 


Epiſtle to the Romans, for the Second Leſſons, E 
taken out of the New Teſtament; and ſo! 


goes on till the Whole be read, except the 
Book of the Revelations, where ſome pecu- 


| lar Chapters, taken out of it upon par ticu -- 
lar Holy-days, are only recited. By this 
orderly Courle of Leſſons, the greateſt Part | 
of the Old Teſtament is read over every | 
Tear once in our Church, and the New | 


Teftament thrice, beſides the Epiſtles and | 


Goſpels, On Sundays indeed, the chiet Days | 
e he Aſſembly, and when moſt People are 
ſuppoſed to be met together, the Church |__ 

takes a different Method; it then wiſely | 
chooſes ſuch Chapters for the Firſt Leſſons, F| 
as do contain all the moſt material and in- 

ſtructive Paſſages in the Old Teſtament, | 
And the ſame doth it obſerve on Saints- days, 
the F irſt Leſſons are at that Time gracralhe ws 
: den * 2 
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taken out of the moral Books of Scripture, | 
ſuch as Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, and ſome ſelect 
Chapters of the Apocryphal Writings, as Viſ- 
dum and Eccleſiaſticus, which being Inſtruc- 
tions of an holy Converſation and Godlineſs, 


N are thought moſt fit to be read on the Days 


[-. of Saints, whoſe Lives were e 
thereof. n 
Tux Difſſenters de; not at all like our 
Method of reading the Apocrypha in che 
Church of England. They ay, Thoſe -- 


„ Books are no Part of the Sacred Canon : 


« That reading them as a Part of Divine 
Service makes ignorant People think, 
that they are of equal Authority with the 
Old or New Teſtament : That there are 


1 6 many Things in the Apocryphal Writings 


„Which are trifling and impertinent, and : 


| © others a great deal worſe : That to read 
e ſuch Writings as thoſe in Divine Service, 


* impuſe them 1 too, and to {et aſide fo great 

« a Part of the Sacred Canon, to make 
„May for theſe, is what can't be vindi- 
“ cated (x).“ Now, in Anſwer to theſe 
Exceptions, let it be obſerved again; Firſt, 
| That the Apocryphal Writings were never yet 
| pretended, by any of the Members of the 
Church of England, to be Canonical, or a 
Part of the Holy Scriptures ; fo tar from 


= that, that we have e 0 


75 Fay Nonconformit jultifed, p. 1 
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between the Canonical and theſe Apocryphal : 


Books in one of our Arlicles (y), where we 


have plainly declared, that the Church doth 


read them for Example of Life, and Inſtruc- 


tion of Manners ; yet are they no Part of 


the Canon, nor is any Doctrine to be eſta- 
bliſh'd by them. Secondly, As to the Dan- 


ger of miſleading weak and ignorant People 
to fancy the Apocrypha of equal Authority 


with the Old or New Teſtament, by*having 


it read as a Part of Divine Service, there can 
be no manner of Ground for ſucha Thought; 

the Sixth Article having given ſo expreſs a 
Declaration of the Senſe of our Church, in 
this Matter, that no underſtanding Perſon can 
1 5 poſſibly be deceived ; and as to the weak | 
and ignorant, who have not read theſe Ar- 
ticles, or know the Contents of them, we | 

hope we have, and ſhall have, a particular 
Care not to deceive 'em, or miſlead them | 
into the leaſt Error: And the better to pre- 
vent any Danger thereof, there is nothing 
hinders, but that whenever we are called - 
upon to read any Leſſon out of the Aprocry- 
Pha, we may (and every Miniſter would do 
well to do it) before or after, particularly J 
_ acquaint the People, That it is no Part of 
Scripture (any more than our Sermons, or | 
: other Howe: Books — and may warn them bs 
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of any unwary Paſſages that we find therein. 


And, Thirdly, As thoſe trifling and imper- 
tinent, or worſe Matters and Things, ſaid 
to be contain'd in the Apocryphal Writings, | 
I would beg to be ſhew'd them from thoſe ſe- 
let Chapters which are appointed to be read | 
on Saznts-days or other Holy-days : I know 
of no other Leſſons directed to be uſed then, 
but what are taken out of the Books of Ti 
dom and Eccleſiaſticus, which have ever been 
allowed to be ſacred, ſound, and profitable 
Writings, although not divine, in ſuch Con- 
ſtruction and Senſe as the Scripture itſelf is 
acknowledged to be. Some few Places and 


|} Paſſages indeed there are in the Books of 
| Tobi, Judith, Baruch, &c. (which by the 


1 Kalendar we are order d to read) that can- _ 


not altogether be approved of. But then let 
it be remember'd, that theſe Books are read 


with this Limitation, That no Doctrine is to 


N proved from them; and that they are read, | 


not as ſacred Sripture, but as human 8 
poſitions only; in which there may be, and _ 
are, many ſingular Perfections, tho' a Word ts 

or Sentence is here or there to be met with 

Ii faulty and erroneous. And (as the learned 
| Mr. Hooker obſerves). “ Suppoſing there 
. happen, by the way, any Clauſe, Sen- 


e tence, or Speech, to be found in theſe 


| «© Writings, that ſoundeth towards Error, 
4 * ſhould the Mixture of a little Droſs con- 
. 1 85 . ſtrain 
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« ſtrain the Church to deprive herſelf of fo ] 
“ much Gold, rather than learn how by Art 
and Judgment to make Separation of the 
one from the other? (z) 
Bur why ſhould we dwell thus long in 
vindicating our Uſe of Apocryphal Leſſons 
in Divine Service? Or rather, why ſhould 
we wonder, or be ſurprized, at the Diſſenters 
throwing the profitable Writings out of their 
Aſſemblies, when they ſhew fach little Re- 
gard to the reading Canonical Scripture it- | 
ſelf? Some of them, I mean the Anaday- 
tifts and Quakers, have nothing at all like 
the Word of God ever read among eim; 
unleſs it be a Verſe for a Text, or a Quota- 
tion or two for Proof, at the Diſcretion of 
the Teacher: And the others, viz. your | 
Presbyterians and Tndependants, although | 
they do pretend to read the Scriptures z yet | 
they do it ſo ſparingly, and withal fo odly 
and confuſedly, that half the Bible, nay the | 
_ tenth Part of it, is ſeldom heard” in their | 
Meetings: For, ſuppoſing they pick out a | 
Chapter here and there at Pleaſure, which is 
their uſual Way, or if they ſhould go ON in 
a regular Method of reading, beginning at 
Geneſis, or at St. Matthew, and fo forward, 
which is ſeldom done, it is impoſſible for .K 
1 "000" far bad Part of the Word of. God = 


ol coker J rede Polity, „ P. 24 13. 
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to be ever read over, or for the People to 
know half their Duty from thence; becauſe 


their Congregations are ſeldom held oftner 
in a Week than ice on a Sunday, and it 


one Chapter only be read at each Meeting 
(and no more is there then read) they will 
geo but a very little Way through the Scrip- 


tures before the Year is ended; ſcarce thro? 


* 
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Exodus in the Old Teſtament, or to St. 
' Like in the New, They are all of 'em very 

| fond of their Bibles, and ſeem to honour that 
Holy Book above other Chriſtians 3 their 

Mouths, very commendably, and with juſt 


Reaſon, are continually tull of the Praiſes of 


it; they own it, with the generality of the 
Reformed Churches, to be the only fuffici- 

ent Rule of Faith, and do always appeal to 
it, and in any Matter of Controverſy found 

_ themſelves wholly upon it. And yet, not- 
withſtanding they ſo value the Holy Scrip- = 

| tures, as they profeſs, they ſhall either per- 


fe&tly juſile them out of their Aſſemblies, or 


| read them fo ſparingly there, that it is im- 


poſſible for any one to be acquainted from 


thence what he 1 is to believe, or what he 1s 
ee 


Tur whole of thei toons for ſack 5 
ſhameful Omiſſions, centers in this ſingle 


Plea, Leſt the Ordinance of Preaching. 3 . 


rail ned, and too much ſtinted. But let not 
che Diſſenters miſtake | us; we ny. t in the 


leaſt 1 
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| leaſt derogate from Preaching, when we in- 


ſiſt upon the Conveniency and Necęſſity of 


publick reading the Scripture z neither would 

wie have our Sermons and Diſcourſes ſtraitned, 
for intermingling now and then a Chapter in 
Divine Service. Preaching, without doubt, | 


is an Ordinance of God, and a worthy Part 


of Religious Worſhip ; and ſo long as there 
are Men looſe and profligate in their Lives, 
and weak and unſtable in their Underſtand- } 
ings and Judgment, *tis neceſſary there ſhould | 
be ſome fitting Perſons appointed, and ſet 
apart, 0 preach the word, to be inſtant in | 
ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon z to reprove, re- 
buke, exhort with all long-ſuffering and doc- | 
trine. And I believe there never was any 
Church, ſince the Apoſtles Times, that could | 
: produce a Set of Men better qualified for | 
this Purpoſe, and more diligent and indu- | 
ſtrious this Way, than what "the Church of |} 
England can now ſhew 3 notwithſtanding 1 1 
* ſaid, „Their Method in preaching is | 
not diſtinct and clear; their Subjects 
55 don't always ſeem to be ſo well choſen; | 
< there is not that Concern and Earneſtneſs | 
ein them, as the great Buſineſs of faving | 
„ Souls calls for; and that abundance of | 
their Sermons are full of bitter Reflections 
15 on ſuch as diſſent from chem . All 9 
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which Falſhoods might eaſily be clear'd and 
anſwer'd, was it pertinent to inſiſt upon 
them; and, J think, thoſe many Volumes 


ä of Diſcourſes publiſh'd by the Eſftabliſh'd 
| Clergy, to which we appeal, is Evidence 
| ſufficient of their Untruth. Let us therefore, 


I fay, be no longer miſunderſtood ; we are 


for preaching and expounding the Word of 


| God, as tending much to the Inſtruction and 
Edification of the People committed-to our 


| Charge, and we inſiſt upon its being done; 
I but not lo as 70 leave the other undone; not to 
| leave the Holy Scripture unread to 'em, 
'Þ be we are aſſured contains the only Re- 


| velation of God's Will, and from whence 
© tons all Things neceſſarily required to Eter- 


9 nal Life are to be ſought, 2 Tim. ili. 16. 


Bur what the Diſſenters chiefly urge, to 


I preſs the Neceſſity of Preaching, is, That 
I bare reading the Scriptures is what ought to 
I be done at home, and there People may be- 
I come acquainted with them; and that ro 
| have them read in their publick Aſſemblies 
is too mean and childiſh, and will take up 
| too much of that precious Time, which 
| ought.then to be otherwiſe employ'd. Now, 


F betore we admit of this as a good Plea, we 
| muſt have an Aſſurance of two Things; x: 


| Firſt, That the People can read; and, Se. 
condly, That when left to themſelves, "they - 
= will do ſo. The former n an unfortunate - 


Caſe 


(6 Los Dire, for reading the Scriptares, p. +5; 
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| Caſe that happens otherwiſe to Thouſands of 
People, not to be able do read; the latter is 


a ſhameful Neglect we may obſerve in many 


more, who ill not read: And, therefore, to 
omit the publick reading of the Scriptures, 8 
on Preſumption that the People will do it 
in private at home, when they neither can 
nor will do ſo, is the ready Way to intro- 
| duce an univerſal Ignorance of God's Word, 
and to bring us back again to Popery. And 
as for the Meanneſs of the Thing, and its 
taking up too much Time, which ought to 
be otherwiſe employ'd. in the publick Aſ- 
ſemblies (in the more profitable Duty of 
what they commonly call Preaching, I ſup- Þ 
poſe, they would be underſtood) I ſhall only : 
bbſerve, that Modeſty ought to teach em, 
rather to omit their own Words, and lay by. 
their Preaching, than to omit God's, the 
Reading of the Holy Scriptures. For let our 


Sermons be never ſo ſound and perfect, never 


ſo well ſtudied and contrived, they are ſtil! 
but the Words of Man, liable to Errors, 
and oftentimes ſubject to great Miſtakes: 
Whereas one tells us (0), 8 There is a Ma- 
« zeſty and Authority in the Word of God, 
When read, which is not to be found in 
human Compoſitions; z and when we hear 
wy God peas. unto us, ſometimes bY his Pro- | 
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5 phets, ſometimes by his Apoſtles, fome- _ 
c times by his Son, and ſometimes by him- _ 


c 


6 


ſelf, this muſt needs affect us with extra- 


"00. ordinary Reverence ; and we can't chuſe 

« but give the ſame earneſt Heed to the 

S Things thus ſpoken to = as we would | 
cc to a Voice from Heaven.” 


Tay may pretend again, that hy Scrip- 


\ tures are hard to be underſtood or applied; 
and therefore ſo much of them ought to be 
read) at a time, as the Miniſter may explain 
and apply to his Auditory; and that one 
Verſe, thus applied, is better than many 

Chapters read without ſuch Application. To 
this it may be a ſufficient 2 


nſwer to fay, 1 
That the Scriptures are plain in all Things 


neceſſary to Salvation; and that the Holy 


— Spirit of God hath condeſcended fo far to 


the Weakneſs and Ignorance of Mankind, 
as to deliver all faving Truths in ſuch an 
open and unaffected Manner, that we may 
all of us learn enough from thence to make 
us wiſe unto Eternal Life: And therefore 
there is not that univerſal Neceſſity of n 
. Explanation of every Place of Scripture, 
| that is to be read, as is pretended. And, ſup- 

| poſing one Verſe well applied, to be better 

than many Chapters barely read (for which 
there is no Colour) yet this would not Juſtify 
the Omiſſion of reading them publickly, ſince —__ 
no Application can be ſo well 1 0 whilſt 
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People are not throughly acquainted with 
them; but by having them often and ſo- 
lemnly read, and being heard with Humi- 
lity and due Attention, | People may arrive 
to a competent Knowledge of 'em; and they 
will better apply em themſelves, than any 


Preacher can poſſibly do to People not ſo 


prepared with the general Underſtanding of 
cem. From the whole, I cannot but think 
it a great Injury to the People, and a much 
greater Contempt thrown upon the Holy 
| Scriptures, not to have them more familiar 
and frequent in the publick Aſſemblies, by 
giving them a conſtant Reading as oft as 
we meet there, They cannot be preſumed | 
to have the ſame Efficacy when read pri- 
vately, as when heard in the publick Con- 
gregation of Chriſtians, according to God's 
own Appointment, and where he has given 
us a peculiar Promiſe to be amongſt” us. 
And there are no diligent Hearers of the 


Word publickly read, but are able to teſtify, 
from their own Experience, that they often 


find it to have a different Force and Efficacy 
upon them, when they hear it read as a Part 


of- God's Ordinance in publick, than when 


it is read in private by themſelves at home. 
And let Preaching be never ſo much inſiſted 
upon and extolled (which is the general 

View the Diſſenters have in all their Excep- Þ 

| Lions againſt che publick Reading of Leah ds 
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ture) whoever i is affected, or delights more 
in a Sermon, which 1s but the Words of 


Man, than in a Chapter of the Bible, which 


1s 
| Reaſon to examine himſelf, and Jook - into 
his own Heart, whether the Spirit of God 


the undoubted Word of God, has great 


dwelleth in him. 


9 
"> 
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E 


cc 
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To conclude with an Obſervation of the 


Learned Mr. Hooker's, long ago made upon 
"O00 very Caſe, (c) As for the Men, with 
© whom we have thus far taken Pains to 
„ confer, about the Force of the Word of 
God, either read by itſelf, or opened in 


| Sermons, their Speeches concerning both 


the one and the other are, in truth, 1 9 5 
ſuch as might give us juſt Cauſe to think, = 


make of either. For howloever they have 
been driven to deviſe ſome odd Kind of 
blind Uſes, whereunto they may : anſwer 


that Reading may ſer ve; yet the Reading bo 


cc 


of the Word of God in publick, more 


« than their Preacher's bare Text, who will 


not judge they deem needleſs! When, 
il we chance at any time to term it ne- 


« ceſſary, as being a Thing, which God 
« himſelf did inftitute amongſt the Jews 
for Purpoſes that touch as well us as 


them; a Thing, which the ans com- 


0 0 Rockers Eecleſ Polity, p. 221. 
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c mend under the Old, and ordain under 
* the New Teſtament ; a Thing, whereof 


c the Church of God hath ever ſince the | 


« firſt Beginning reaped fingular Commo- 
T dity ; z a Thing, which, without great De- 
c triment, no Church can omit; they only 
c are the Men, that ever we heard of, by 
& whom this hath been croſſed and gain- 
« ſaid; they only the Men; which lave gi- 
c ven their peremptory Sentence to the con- 


c trary, that ſimple Reading is neceſſary in ö 
&«& the Church.“ But let us bleſs the Al-. 


mighty God, that his Holy Word is thus 
publickly, and ſo conſtantly, read amongſt 


us; and that in ſuch a regular and due Or- - 


der, by the Appointment of our Kalendar, 


: that we may at one View ſee what Chapters 1 
will be read to us every Day at Church, and 
may read the ſame at Home by . . 
before we come there, if we fo pleaſe: An | 


Advantage which no Chriſtian Society en- 


joys beſides ourſelves. And while the Leſ- | 


Jons are at any time a reading, hearken 
with Reverence and Attention, and receive 
the Heavenly Treaſure 3 not as the Words of 


Men, extremely liable to Error and Un- 
certainty, but as they are in truth the Words! 


of Cod, the Author of Eternal Happineſs, 
and the only infallible Guide and Conductor 


thereto, And do not only liſten and hearken, he 


but apply what you Rear to o yourſclyes : 1 


led 88 
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led by the Examples, and taught by the 


Precepts, and encouraged by the Promiſes, 
and warned by the Threats: Obſerve care- 
flully, in thoſe Chapters that are read to you, 
| what Sins God Almighty there cautions you 
' againſt, and what Duties he requires you to 


perform; and be ſure you think of them, 


and live according to them ; remembering 
always the Advice given by St. James, 
| Jam. i. 22. Be ye ders of the word, not 

| bearers only, ——y Jour own ſelves. 


aL 4 


d : k * 
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: 07 the Cad, Tn what Manner and 2 TT 
_ we are to make Pro eſſion of it. How fitly 
rebearsd in our Common-Service between 


the Duties of Hearing and of Prayer. Of 
rde Creed of St. Athanaſius, Of the dam- 


 aatory Clauſes contained therein, Of the 
 Prepartion for Prayer and Thankſgting, 


O the Prayers or Collects uſed in our pub- : 
tick Service, The great Excellency of the 
Form, Matter, and Coherence of em, far 


f beyond. the Diſſenters way of Praying... 


AF T E R we have read the Leſſons 


3 the | 


IA and they have been followed by their 2 
. reſpeetiye n Bi we chen go on to rehearſe 


— 
— _, 


—ͤ—Ggꝝaä— Oe nes 


| 
| 14 
1 
1 
ith 
: 
It , 
l 
{ith ; 
1 
1 : 
| 
11188 
7 
it, 
: 
TE y 
1 
15 
11 
7 
in 
11h 
q 
19 
1 
jp 
7] 
$1! 
C 
44 
ti; 
17 
i! 
1] 
, [1 N 
10 
110 
4 


bY 
| 
: 


jos ow — 


758 The Church of England Man 


the Creed, or to make an open and joint 


Profeſſion, with one Heart and Voice, of 


the moſt neceſſary Articles of Chr iſtian 
Faith, as they are comprehended in the an- 
cient Apoſtolical Creed. Without doubt the 
Holy Scriptures do contain in them all the 


Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, all Things 


neceſſary to be believed, as well as to be : 
done, by us; and therefore, to make a Col- 


lection of em, in the Form of Creeds, may 


be thought unneceſſary and altogether uſe- 


Jeis, when the ſame Truths may be daily 
found out and met with in our B:bles : And 
trom this Suggeſtion poſſible it is, that the 


Diſſenters ſhew ſuch little Value and Eſteem 
tor our  Creeds, and will allow them no 


Place at all in cheir publick Worſhip. All | 


Things neceſſary both to be believed and 

to be "done by us, are moſt certainly to be 
met with in Scripture, eſpecially thoſe of |} 
the New Teſtament, wrote by the Apoſtles | 


and Evangeliſt of Chriſt, They are the 
only preſent Rule of Faith, and there is no 
other certain Foundation on which to build 


it, beſides them. Our Chriſtian Faith is! 
made perfect alone by them; all the Ar- 

ticles that we are required to believe, being 
expreſly contained in them; neither ought | 
we to believe or receive any thing as an Ar- * 
ticle of Faith, which either is not mention'd | 
5 therein, or cannot Py be Po from 

: thence, I 
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thence. But then, amidſt ſo many Things 


as the Holy Scriptures deliver, and ſuch a 
great Variety as they contain, that the Peo- 
ple may be able to judge (eſpecially thoſe 
who either want Ability to read, or Capa- 


_ city to underſtand) what is mot neceſlary, 


in Point of Faith, to be known and pro- 
feſſed by them; the Church has, from the 


Beginning, collected all the principal and 
tundamental Articles into a ſhort Summary, 
which every Perſon was of old required 
both to know, and aſſent to, before he could 
be admitted into the Communion, of the 
Church. Such a Collection of 'em there 
| feems to be mention'd, 2 Tim. i. 13. where 
St. Paul adviſes T: imathy, Hold faſt the form 
BE - ſound words, which thou haſt heard of me 
i faith, and love which is in Chriſt Feſus : 
| And again, Chap. ii. 2. The things which 
| thou haſt beard of me, by many. witneſſes, the 
ſame commit thou to faithful men, who ſhall 
De able to teach others alſo, Which Paſſages, 
one would think, imply as if there were 
ſome Syſtem of Articles of Faith, ſome prime 
Doctrines of the Chriſtian- Religion, even in 


= Apoſtles Times, delivered to them who 


„ ad Wes 


| were to preach and inſtruct others in the 
|| Faith, and which St. Paul here commands 5 
* 7; imothy to keep. Ho g 


Bur whether this Syſtem, or Bs 


Lv of Doctrines, was what is now called the 


E 4 e 5 


„ 
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Apoſtles Creed; or whether this Creed was then | 
in being, and was really framed by the Apo- Þ} 
ſtles; or whether it was a Work of After- 
times, and was compoſed by ſome one elſe, 
and not the Apoſtles, are Queſtions that are 
not agreed upon by Learned Men, It has 
been a generally received Opinion, that the 
Apoſtles did compoſe this Creed, the very | 
Year wherein Jeſus Chrift died, a little after 
the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt; and that 
tach Apoitle pronounced his own Article: 
But I cannot agree to ſuch an Opinion by | 
any Means. For although, as to the ſub- 
 #tantial Parts of the Creed, it does contain 
the principal Points of the Doctrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which all Chriſtians ſhould be in- 
formed of and taught, and ſhould be obliged | 
to believe, and which the Apoſtles, without 
doubt, every-where preached to the World; 
yet to affirm, that they compoſed and drew | 
ic up, Word for Word, in the very Form 
it is now recited in the Churches, and in 
__— which we at preſent have it, 1s an Opinion, 5 
or Fancy, that carries but little Probability. 
a init. For, to mention but this ſingle Ob- |} 
jeftion againſt it, if it really had been fo, if 
the Apoſtles had really penn'd what we here 
call their Creed; to be, as it were, a Form 
| whereby to oblige themſelves to preach the 
fame Doctrine, and to direct the Churches 
| allo which they ons and their Teachers, 8 
| $9 
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do receive no other (as ſome of the Fathers 


aſſert.) If this had been Fact, St. Luke, 
who wrote. the Ads of the Apoſtles, would 


without doubt have mentioned it, it being 
too conſiderable a Matter to have been o- 
mitted, and paſs'd over in Silence by him. 


* And although St. Luke had never related it; 
pet it would certainly have been handed 
down by Tradition, and ſome of the anci- 


ent Fathers would have made mention of it, 


as they have done of other Matters of Apo- 
ſtolical Practice. For they had not only an 


Occaſion many-times of ſpeaking of it; but 


likewiſe were obliged to it, to convince the 


| Hereticks; ſince they could not have pro- 
duced any ſtronger Arguments againſt them, 
| than this was. "All therefore, that can be 
| faid, with any Certainty, about the Creed, 
© this, That it is an ancient Abridgment 8 
the Apoſtles Doctrine, deliver'd to *em by 


Jeſus Chriſt, and fo univerſally received in 
the Church, all the World over; that (who- 
ever penr'd it) it can hardly be ſuppoled 


| how it could be fo ſpread and received, un- 


leſs by ſome Authority ſuficient and un- 


ne queſtionable. 


, WR conſtantly give it a Place in our Re- 
0 ligious Worſhip; and never meet at Pr: ayers, 


— both Morning and Evening, but we always 


| rehearſe the Apoſtles Creed, as a moſt ſo- _ 


lemn Ac Ecco e and Profeſ ion of our 


E. 5 8 . ; 
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* : 


Faith. Every Member in the Congrega- 


tion joins in ſaying it, according to the Pi- 
rection in the Rubrick, Then ſhall be ſung, 
or ſaid, the Apoſtles Creed by the Miniſter and 
the People; they generally ſaying, or re- 
Peating it after him: And, indeed, it is fo 
_ contrived, that the whole Congregation 


ſhould have their Parts in it, and that every 


one in his own Perſon ſhould repeat it with 
his own Mouth along with the Miniſter, For 
it does not run in this Form, We believe in 
Cod, as in the Lord's Prayer, Our Father 
51 8571 art in Heaven; but it goes on all 
along in the ſingular Number, I believe in 
God, I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, I believe | 
in the Holy Cathelick Church; where each 
_ Perſon, for himſelf, is ſuppoſed to make his 


own Profeſſion of F aith, and to acknowledge 


with his own Mouth every particular Article | 
contained in this Creed. We may, and in- 
deed we are often taught to pray for each | 
other; but believing is a Work to be done | 
by every one for himſelf ; becauſe every one 
is to be juſtified and ſaved by his own Faith, | 

and not by the Faith of others. Nay, it is 


very abſurd for any Man to fay, with any 


 Aflurance, Me believe, to join others with 


him in the Confeſſion of his Faith; becauſe 


he cannot certainly tell, whether another Man F 
does truly believe or not. I may in Chargy | 
: loppoſe every Chu aac to believe what 18 


kere | 


vg 5 * vet foal be fung or a the Apboſiles 


"Supported and acer erl. : $2 


here deliver'd in the Apoſtles Creed ; yet, 
ſince it is certain there are many Tafidel; and 
 Hypocrites ſcatter' d up and down amongft 
the Faithful, and J cannot really diſtinguiſh 
' who are indeed Believers, and who are not : 
therefore I cannot ſay for any of them, We 
believe, but only for myſelf,” I believe. So 
| that it is very fitting (and it would be a great 
Abſurdity to do otherwiſe) that every one 
ſhould here fpeak for himſelf, and confeſs 
| this own Faith for himſelf, giving a hearty 
F Afent and Conſent with his own Mouth, 
to the Truth of every thing delivered in the 
Creed. Wherefore let not the People miſ- 
1 takenly deceive themſelves in this Caſe, 
imagining that if the Miniſter recites the 
Creed, and they ſay Amen at the Cloſe of 
it, it is ſufficient; ſince every Member, 
| throughout the Congregation, is as much 
cConcern'd in the Rehearſal of it, as being a 
F Conteſſion and Profeſſion of his own Faith, 
' as the Miniſter is. Nay, the Miniſter's own. 
| Confeſſion is wholly perſonal, made only 
for himſelf; he faith here, even as any o- 
' ther ſingle Perſon doth, I believe. He is 
| no more than their Guide, going before 
them, and leading 'em on; they are to ſol-· 


low him, making their own. Conteſſion with. | 
an audible Voice. 


Axp ſo are they required to 451 it Hand 


reed 
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They are not to do it Feeling, with Eyes 
lifted up to Heaven, as if it were a Prayer; 
neither are they to do it itting, which is the 
known Poſture of Hearing; but they muſt 
always do it fanding, with their Bodies 
raiſed ſrom the Ground and erected, and 
their Souls elevated and carried upwards; 1 


Pprofeſſing with their Heart and Voice that 


Faith in which they were at firſt baptized; 
promifſi ing to ſtand by it, and to continue 
ſtedfaſt in it, ſo long as they ſhall live; and 


to be ready to defend it, to the utmoſt of 


their Power, againſt all Oppoſition whatſo- | 
ever. I have nothing here to tax the Diſ- | 
ſenters of any Abuſe in their Uſe of this 


Creed, becauſe (as I took Notice before) i 
they never uſe it at all: Yet I cannot but re- 


mark, why they ſhould not uſe it (and great- 
ly to blame are they for not doing i itz) why Þ 
they ſhould not make an open Profeſſion of | 


Faith, as well as a Confeſſion of Sin, when | | 


they come to worſhip before their Gd; 
why they ſhould not publickly own what _ 
hey believe aright, as well as confeſs what | 
they have done amiſs; fince, by rehearſing | 
theſe Articles with the mouth, confeſſion is 
made unto falvation, Rom. x. 10. as much 
as by enumerating and confeſſing our Sins, 
in order to obtain it. We uſe it, and very 
laudable and commendabk 1 1s the Practice of 
. 0g. | 
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5 uſing | it among us, to ſhew and declare both 


to God and Man whit we do believe as 
| Chriſtians 3 and that we will evermore con- 
tinue in a ſtedfaſt and firm Belief of 1 it, to 
our Lives End. 


Ap very fitly and judiciouſly is this 
publick Profeſſion made between the Duties 


of Hearing and of Prayer, as oft as we 
meet at our Common Service. We then 
always hear ſome Part of the Word of God 
read to us, and do expreſs our Thankfulneſs 
_ unto him for it, to ſignify our Aﬀent, not 
only to what we have heard, but to the 
whole Body of the Scriptures likewiſe. And 
ſince faith cometh by bearing, Rom. x. 17, 
and that the Word profiteth not, unleſs mixed 
with faith in them that bear it, Heb. iv. 2, 
what Duty can more naturally follow, and 
what Work can we better enter upon, than 
the Rehearſal of the Apoſtles Creed? where- 
in the Subſtance of every thing read to us, 
_ eſpecially in the Goſpel of our Lord and Sa- 
F viour Jeſus Chriſt, is ſummarily contain'd, 
And likewiſe what can we do more proper, 
before we enter upon the ſolemn Buſineſs of 
Prayer, which immediately follows the Re- 
hearſal of the Creed, than thus to confeſs _ 
our Faith, and openly declare ourſelves in 
the Number of Chriſtian Diſciples? So 


y | very fitly and wiſely is the Creed here placed 


. 1 in our Common Service, after we have heard 


Gocks 8 
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God's moſt Holy Word, and before we go 
on to ask thoſe Things that are neceſſary : as 
well for the Body as the Soul, that we ma: 
at once ſignify and declare our Aſſent to 
what God has been pleaſed to reveal to us, 
and truly profeſs ourſelves in the Society and 
Company of thoſe, whoſe Prayers he hath 
promiſed ſhall be heard. _ | 

WE do not, indeed, conſtantly uſe the 
Apoſtles Creed in this Place; but upon cer- 
tain High-days, as Chriſtmas- day, Eaſter- 
day, and Whitſun-day, and upon ten other 
leſſer Feſtivals, we ſing or ſay, at Morning- 
Prayer, inſtead of the Apoſtles Creed, this 

Confeſſion of our Chriſtian Faith, common- 
ly called the Creed of St. Athanaſius; Who- 
ſoe ver will be ſaved, before all Things, it is 
neceſſary that be hold the Catholic Faith, &c. 
Thus Creed 1s only an Enlargement, and . 
farther Explanation, of that brief Confeſſion 
of Faith contained in the Apoſtles Creed, 
and no whit differs in Subſtance from it: 
The Occaſion of its being written (every D 


one knows) was to clear that moſt ancient 


: Apoſtolical Creed from thoſe Heretical Cor- 


ruptions Which the Arians had introduced 


into it; and the Reaſon why it was ſo carly 

made Part of the Church Liturgy, and has 
continued to be ſo ever ſince, was to bear 
| ſome public k Teſtimony againſt thoſe mon- 
Arous Corruptians,: and to give a fuller, Ex- 
plication 1 


8 Supported and Encouraged. 87 
5 plication of the chiefeſt Articles of our 9 
ſtian Belief, The Diſſenters will by n 


means allow of any publick repeating bf 
this Creed ; and, if they chance at any time 


to be preſent at the Prayers of our Church, 


they ſhall immediately fit down, as a Token 
of their Diſlike of it, ſo ſoon as we begin 
to read it. They fay, the Flames of Aria- 


niſm, however violent in former Times, 
have been long ſince quenched ; and there- 
= ee all 1ar ther Repetitions of this Creed 


5 ought to be laid aſide, as uſeleſs and im- 
pertinent to the End for which it was de- 


ſigr'd. I wiſh they could make the Aſſer- 
tion good, that Arianiſm is now extinct; 


Which is fo far from being true, that it is 


daily blowing up into as great a Flame as 
ever; ſo that the Church {till needeth thoſe 

ancient Preſervatives, which Ages before us 
were 10 glad to uſe, and which I hope we 

ſhall continue to ule, as the beſt T camony 


> againſt that pernicious Hereſy. — 
ITuxv tell us farther, that they can't bear Fi 
co hear the Curſes and Damnation that are | 


| denounced therein againſt thoſe who do not 
entirely maintain the Doctrine contained in 


FF this Creed, which is chiefly afferting the 


1 : Unity of the Divine Nature, and the T; rinity 


in Unity: As, Except every one do keep whole 
and undefiled the Catholick Faith, without 


4 _ doubt be on peri rags: And again, ” 


He 


* 
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He that will be ſaved muſt thus think of the 


Trinity And alſo again, This is the Catho- 


lick Faith, which except a Man believe faith- 
fully, he cannot be ſaved, They think it 


very hard for any one to be pronounced 
damn'd for a Failure in the Underſtanding, 
When it is no Default in his Will, eſpecially 


in a Matter of ſo hidden ur intricate R 


Nature, as the Myſtery of the Trinity is 


And who doubts any otherwiſe? but that * 
would be hard and cruel to condemn any 


Man, or to pronounce him damn'd, for an 


unwilling Failure in underſtanding of, or al- 


ſenting to, every particular Explication of ſuch 


great Myſteries. But they miſtake the Caſe, 


for want of a right Apprehenſion of the De- 
ſign of this Creed; which was (as I obſerved | 


Juſt now) only to explain the ancient Apo- 


ſtolick Doctrine, in Oppoſition to thoſe 
damnable Hereſies (fo St. Peter calls them) 
that had then invaded the Chriſtian Church. 


And ſuch wicked Preachers of them ought 


thus to be auathematiz'd, and with Deteſta- 
tion to be branded, and baniſh'd ove of the 
Church; according to that Sentence long 
before pronounced by our Bleſſed Lord, He 
that believeth not on the Son ſpall not fee life, K 
But the wrath of God abidelh on him, John 
i. 36. And this is the only true Reaſon 
why we retain the Uſe of it in our Service, 
to declare our Abhorrence a gainſt all ſuch. 


"le | 


fs 


falſe Doctrines, and the Authors and Abet- 


tors of them, as ſet themſelves in Oppoſition 


to the true authentick Catholick Confeſſions 


of Faith. And may it thus ever remain, 
and for ever ſtand, as it is now eſtabliſhed. 


with the other two Creeds in our Liturgy, 


notwithſtanding it is fo violently oppoſed 88 


1 and ſtruck at by thoſe that diſſent from us. 


ArrkER the Rehearſal of the Creed, we 


prepare ourſelves to enter ſolemnly on the 


1 great Duty of Supplication and Prayer; and 


that the Congregation may join with the 


| Miniſter as they ought in this Holy Office, 


in asking ſuch Things as are agreeable to 


God's Holy Will, and praying for them 


. heartily, with true Zeal, and Piety, and De- 


votion, he bleſſeth the People, all devoutly ; 
| Kneeling, faying, Lord be with you ; and 


%% Ä OE. 


+ they pray for him in the Diſcharge of it, 


replying, Aud with thy Spirit. But before 


they proceed directly to addreſs themſelves 
to God in Prayer, the Miniſter beſpeaks 
the Congregation in theſe Words, Let us 
pray; which he repeats in ſeveral Places 
throughout the whole Service, with a great 
| deal] of Significancy and Meaning, let the 

| Diſfenters laugh at it, and deſpiſe 1 it as much: +: 
as they pleaſe : They call it“ a vain and 

| < uſelels Tautology, to exhort and bid Peo- 

| <« ple to do that which he himſelf knows 

© | 8 chey are a going ; co do, or are e "= 
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doing.“ But this is far from being the 
Miniſter's Deſign or Intention, when he ſays 
to the Congregation, Let us pray, His 


| Meaning thereby is, that hitherto they have 


been taken up and employ'd in praiſing, 
and in hearing, and in profiting their F aith 
and Belief: But now they muſt conſider, 


that they are entering upon the great and 


moſt ſolemn Duty of Praying, by making 


known their Wants, and preſenting their | 
Petitions before God. And alfo, that he is | 


not going to pray by himſelf, and therefore 
doth not call upon the People, laying, Hear 


me pray, as the manner of the Diſſenters is; 


but he invites every one to this Holy Work, 


Let us pray; let us all join together in pe- 


titioning and ſupplicating the Divine Ma- 


jeſty, both for ourſelves and others, as un- 


doubtedly we ought all of us to do. This 
is the true Intent and Deſign of the Mini- 
ſter, in this ſhort Exhortation he here gives 
to the People; that they ſhould not break 
in abruptly upon the great Duty of Prayer, 


but to conſider xcriouſly before-hand what 


they are going about; and to do it with 


that Reverence and Decency, as becomes | 


Creatures who are addreſſing themſelves to 
God their Almighty Creator. 
Arx this ſhort and pathetick Invits- 
Lp tion, we immediately proceed to adore and 
5 ane, and bes tor. e from each 
85 1 | Perſon 
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Perſon of the ever - bleſſed Trinity, ſaying ; 


by turns, Lord, have Mercy upon us. Chriſt, 


Lord, have Mercy upon 
The three Perſons in the Trinity are 


hare ſuppoſed to be ſeparately called upon 


and addreſs'd to (and ſo we muſt underſtand 


it as meant, when we repeat the ſame in the 
Litany, and in all other Parts of our Ser- 
vice) Lord the Father, Chriſt (or Lord) 


| the Son, Lord the Holy Ghoſt, Have Mercy 
And then we pray unto God in 
that moſt perfect Form, which Chriſt him- | 
ſelf hath taught us, the Lord's Prayer, the 
Miniſter and People ſaying it together, with 
a loud Voice. 
bccore, after the Abjolution ; and ſo ſhall we 
uſe it ſeveral times again, in the Courſe of 
the Morning and Evening Service. 
this is what ſtartles the Diſſenters (whoſe 


This Prayer we uſed once 


And 


Practice it is ſeldom, or never, to uſe the 


Lord's Prayer at all) why we do uſe it ſo 
often? Why we make ſuch frequent Repe- _ 
titions of 1t in our Common Service ? 


the Reaſon of it is (as I told them before) 
becauſe of thoſe diſtinct Offices, and the ſe- 
veral and diſtin& Services for particular 


| Occaſions, that our Liturgy doth conſiſt of. 


Our Bleſſed Lord having commanded us, 
when we pray, to ſay, "Our Father; the 


| Compilers of our Liturgy have very well 
contrived 17 that thus Prayer ſhall be once 


repeated 1 


ng 
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repeated in every one of theſe diſtin Ser- 
vices, either at the Beginning or the End of 
it. And we may fay, with equal Truth, Þ « 
as to the Uſe of the Lord's Prayer in each 1 
Service of our Church, as a moſt grave and Þ | 
reverend Perſon ſaid of it, when he uſed it F 
in his private Devotions ; God forbid I ſhould F | 
ever be upon my Knees in Prayer, and riſe up, I fi 
_ without adding Chriſt 5 Form to my e 1 
Peſitions. þ 
Tux Lord's Prayer being aid, the Mi- ; 
niſter then ſtands up (the Congregation ſtill Þ 
continuing upon their Knees) and ſays the] 
following Yerjicles, the People anſwering in 
their turns after him; O Lord, fhew thy} 
Mercy upon us. And grant Us thy Ecker 1 
O Lord, ſave the King, And mercifully hear 

us when we call upon thee, &c. Let not] 
' theſe, and ſuch like Heavenly Ejaculations, | 
be called or looked upon as idle broken 
| Sentences, fit for nothing but to diſturb and 
_ diſtract Devotion; or like ſhort Cuts or 
Shreddings, which may be better called] 
Wiſhes than Prayers: For they are Scrip-þ 
ture Expreſſions and Phraſes, taken chiefly 
cout of the Book of Pſalms, that Store-houſe Þ 
of Primitive Devotion; and we do very] 
fitly uſe them now and then in our Service, Þ « 
as if they were Darts thrown out with a 
kind of ſudden Quickneſs, leſt that vi- 
68, 7 Hr and creek Arention of Mind, al- 

8 ways 
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ce ways neceſſary in Prayer, 
„ waſted and dulled through Continuance, 
c if our Prayers were few and long.” (d) 
Having faid theſe, with ardent AﬀAions | 
che Miniſter and People then join together, 5 
in an humble and ſolemn manner (all meek- 
ly keeping upon their Knees) to petition and 
; ſupplicate the Divine Majeſty (in ſeveral 
excellent Collects of Prayers appointed for 
that purpoſe) for his Grace and Favour, his 
Defence and Protection, his Mercy 
Bleſſing, for ovr/elves, for the King, for the 
Royal Family, for the Church, upon ſeveral _ 
accidental Occaſions, and for all Conditions ß 
I don't know one Part of our Di- 
vine Worſhip better deviſed, and more ex- 

| cellently framed, both in Form, and in the 
Matter and Coherence of 'em, than theſe 
our Collects or ſhort Prayers are; ſo as to 
take in all the Exigencies and Neceſſities of 
Mankind whatſoever, and to adapt Expreſ- 
ſions ſuitable and proper for the Relief of 
them. And yet the Diſſenters will find 
Fault even with this ancient and very uſe- 
ful Part of our Service, telling us, That 
| << they ſhould like the Liturgy much better, 

« if the Multitude of Collects were brought 
into one or two long Prayers, read by = 
. 00 the Muifter alone, che People only 18 be EY 


Men. 
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ſhould be 


"and 


Ty Hooker J reckt Polity, p. 234. 
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« ing Amen, at the Concluſion, as the | 
« Manner was tormerly.” (e) 2 

Tas, we own, might eaſily be done, . 
by cutting off the Prefaces and Concluſions, þ 
with which we begin and end our Collets, 
and connecting and putting together the! 
Petitions themſelves, ſo as to make one con- 
tinued Prayer of 'em, according to the Mo- 
del of the Diſſenters Way and Manner of! 
praying; and I doubt not, but in ſuch a4 
Method, it would far exceed the beſt v m-! 
Porary Performances of this Kind, that ever“ 
were yet heard in their Meeting Houſes. 1 


1 But then, let us conſider, how many Incon- -I 
1 veniencies would enſue, if we ſhould do it? Þ 
i As, Firſt, we ſhould hereby take away thoſe Þ | 
11 ſuitable Prefaces which introduce each Col- Þ | 
. | lect (as (f) Dr. Bifſe very well obſerves in | 
13 this Matter) and by fo doing we remove! 
tb the very Ground-work of the Petition, | 
Ll *< and weaken our Hopes of Acceptance; 
141 „ they being what do give Life to our“ 
8 „ Prayers, and Faith to the Petitioners | * 


_ « Requeſts. As when we begin our Prayers 
„with this Introduction, C mnoſt gracious | 
Cod, it declares his Goodneſs; or, O A. 
88 mighty God, it ſets forth his nde Power, [ 
: bs ; and both ſerve to e our Hopes 35 


(e La: Non-Con jules p 22. « / 7 Beau 4 
of Holineſs, . N 1 


cc of : ; 
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| « of being anſwer'd; for by believing God 
„ to be good, we know that he 1s willing 
„ to help 
| « [edging his Power, we believe that he is 
able to do it; and both theſe encourage 
e us mightily in the Duty of Praying.” 
And, Secondly, if we were to add the Collects 
; together, and crowd that Variety of Re- 
queſts, contained in them, in one or two 
longer Prayers, we ſhould greatly diſtract 
the Memory, and confound the Attention, 
and bring ourſelves at laſt into a perplex'd 
| Maze. 
| each of them hath its diſtinct Matter ap- | 
J We e 
begin with that for Peace, in the Morning, 
þ that God would defend us in all Afaulis if 
| our Enemies, that may hurt us that Day; 
and in the Evening, that we may paſs ou er 
Jime in Reſt and Quiet neſs, that Night. Then 
we pr 
. fall into no Sin, but that all our Doings 5 
may be ordered by his Governance, to do al- 
| evays that is righteous in his Sight. "gb 
| this, we pray for the King's Majeſty, and for 
_ | the Royal Family, that God would endue 
| them with Heavenly Gifts, grant them in 
Health and Wealth long to live, proſper them 
| with all Happineſs, and bring them to his 
everlaſting Kingdom. 


| che 1 and 5 and all Congrega- 


and afſiſt us; and by acknow- 


For as the Collects are many, ſo 


plied to the ſeveral Occaſions of Life. 


y for Grace, that God would 


After 


And then we pray for 


tions : 


rant 


$0. FOE Es 
geations committed to their Charge, that God 


would pour upen them the continual Dew of | 
his Bleſſing. And for a Proviſion againſt | 
common Accidents, we likewiſe pray, upon 


| ſeveral Occaſions, for Rain, for fair Wea- 


ther, in the Time of Dearth and Famine, in 


the Time of War and Tumullts, in the Time of 
any common Plague or Sickneſs ; in the Em- 
ber VWeeks, for thoſe that are to be admitted 


into Holy Orders; and for the High Court of 


Parliament, to be read during the Sęſſion. ; 


And we conſtantly pray for all Conditions 


of Men, and for all Nations upon Earth, 
that God's Ways may be known unto thim. | 
and his ſaving Health may come among | 
them: And more eſpecially we pray for the | 


good Eſtate of the Catholick Church, that 


55 all who profeſs and call themſelves Chriſtians, 1 
pßnay be led into the Way of Truth, and hold the | 
Faith in the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of | 


| Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life. And 7 


we ſubjoin a Clauſe for any Perſon who de- 


ſires to be prayed for, afflicted with bodily | 
| Sickneſs, that God would comfort and re- 
lieve them according to their ſeveral Necefſi- | 
ies. And after this there follows a general | 
Thankſgiving, for our Creation, Preſervation, | 
and all the Bleſſings of this Life; but above 
all, for the Redemption, attended with all | 
| the Means of Grace, and Hopes of Glory. 
And then we wy. the FO compoſed by | 


St. F 


ö ; Borg 7 
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t. Chryſo tom, Almighty God, who haſt given 


us Grace, at this Time, with one Accord, to 


make our Common Supplications unto - thee ; 
and fo diſmiſs the Service with that bene- 


dictory Prayer of St. Paul, with which he 
cloſed his Epiſtles; The Grace of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, and the 


eee of the Hoy Ghoſt, be with us all 


Tus is the Subſtance of the Matter con- 


tained in our excellent Prayers or Collects 


(except thoſe for Sundays and Saints days, 

which I have not mention'd, that are uſually 
collected out of the Subject-matter of the 
uypiſtles and Goſpels, to which they are pre- 
: They are, every one of em, moſt 
excellent and very ' uſeful, taken ſeparately, 
and by themſelves; but it we ſhould at- 
tempt to throw *em into one or two long 
| tirelome Supplications, we ſhould make fuch 
a confuſed Medley, ſuch an odd Heap of 
diſterent Peticions of em, as would highly 
| ditturb our Devotion, and puzzle us much 
to know when and where to {ay Amen. 
plainly perceive this Inconveniency in thoſe 
| extemporary, indigeſted and diſorderly Per- 
| formances, in the Diflenting Congregations. 
„There you ſhall hear the Teacher pr ay, 
in one continued Breath, for almoſt an 


* Hour  toget! aer (as Dr. Bie 8) Very ; 


(8 Beauty of Holinets. 5 
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rightly deſcribes the manner) all extem- | 
porary and unpremeditated, with little or | 
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| | << 
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no Preparation before-hand; tumbling 


out what comes firſt to his Thoughts, re- 
peating the ſame Things over and over | 
again, without any Coherence, or, many | 
times, good Engliſh, What Attention 1 
(for God's Sale) can here be ſhewn to a | 
Multitude of diſtracted Particulars, heap'd | 
up in one long, tedious, ſingle Prayer? 
How can the People concur with their | 
«« Affections, and go along and join with | 
the Teacher, in Requeſts and Deſires that 
perhaps he never once thought of, till! 
the Moment he ſpeaks 'em; and they N 
had no manner of Apprehenſion about, 
till the Inſtant they heard them? Before | 
they can do ſo, they muſt, firſt of all,, 
attend to his Words then underſtand che 
Senſe of em; then Judge of the Lawful- 

neſs of his Petitions ; after that, aſſent! 
with the Will; and, laſt of all, offer ith 
up with the Aﬀetions:- And, what is 
more difficult than all this, each of theſe, 
which requires Time, muſt be done at 
© once, in an Inſtant, or the Hearers will 
* be left far behind, by the Volubility or 


uickneſs of the Teacher, and thro? the 


] Heap and Multitude of his Words and | 
Expreſſions, which they never fail to uſe.” | 
Certainly, : as the Cale thus ſtands, here can 
. be 
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be but very little Attention ſhewn, and leſs 
Underſtanding, to what neither Teacher nor 
Congregation are well able to judge of, 
through ſuch haſty, confuſed, and unſuitable | x 
Addreſſes, And conſequently, no true and _ 
ſolid Devotion, no real Piety and Zeal, to 
warm and agitate the Soul, and wing it up 
to the Throne of Grace, There may be 
(and there too often is) ſuch artful Contri- 
vances uſed, either by Tone or Geſture, as 
to jet it in a Flame, and all on a Fire, and 
create in the Hearers a ſtrange Exceſs in 
Devotion. But when once it comes to do 
chat, we preſently ſee the Effects of it; how = 
it diforders their Minds, raiſes in em the 
| _ moſt indiſcreet Fervours, and at laſt betrays 
em into downright Enthuy/iaſm + Whereby 


" F they are flung into imaginary Raptures and 


| --Extaſies, and fancy themſelves under the In- 
fluence of a divine Impulſe; ; and in that 


| Thought and Imagination it is, that they 
come to ſlight human Ordinances, and re- 
% fſuſe to comply with any eſtabliſh'd Form of 


Religious Worſhip ; thinking themſelves to 


be directed by a much ſuperior Guide, by 


55 ſomething not of their own kindling, ur 
* - divinely inſpired within 'em. 


Bur how effectu; ally are "OY and many | 


” other Inconveniencies, prevented, by pray- 
ing in precompoſed mort Forms, and with 


Proper occaſional Collects, as our Church : 
Ben F * wiſely 
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| hae orders and directs? They being g pre- 


pared ready to our Hands, and in every 


one's keeping; our Congregations know 
them, and are very well acquainted with 
them, and do perfectly underſtand every 
one of them; and therefore they have no- 
thing more to do, but to accompany and 


go along with the Miniſter, in offering them 


up to God, with the beſt Zeal and Devo- 
tion they can. Here is no Pains required 
for underſtanding the Words, no Concern 


uſed to obſerve What the Minifter will ſay 
next; for the ſame good Things are always 


pray'd for in the ſame Manner, and with the 
ſame Conſtancy of Fxprefſion : So that the 
People have nothing elſe to do, whilſt the 
Words are ſounding in their Ears, but to | 
lift up their Hearts, and fix their Minds | 

wholly upon God, in hopes of being heard 


and anſwer'd by him. And as they are 


divided, and caſt 1nto ſhort Prayers, an- 


ſwerable to our various Neceſſities, Wants, 


and Occaſions, ſome of 'em may be uſed at 
one Time, ſome at another, or altogether, 
as we think fit. And if our Thoughts are 
_ wandering, or our Attention flags and tires 
which is almoſt unavoidable, by the conti- 


nued Length of long Prayers) we have room 


to recall the one, and to awaken the other, 
and to recover ourſelves again, by thoſe 


convenient Reps, or Pauſes, between one 


Collect 


— precntts on 


W 
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Collect and another. So very advantagious 

in theſe, and in many other reſpects, is the 
Form and Method of cur Common Service, 
in the Worſhip of Almighty God. 


8.1 2 e r. VI. 


Of the 1 Mt excellent in its Turm 


and Matter : The Exceptions of the Dij- 
fenters again it conſider d and anſwei'. 
O the Commiii: on Service. 5 the Ten 
Commandmeiits, The Pr. ayer for the King. 


The. 1 ad of the Day. The Epit {es 4 2 55 


Goſpels. Toe 20 Standing Poji are dl read ag 
; e Cop e vindic ated. 8 


ETW E E. E. ZN the Collect or 6 Grace, 
and the Prayer for the King's Mg "8 


in the Morning Service only, we generally 
ſay the Litany. We do not always ſay it when 
we then meet; but the moſt common and 


accuſtom'd Time for it, is on Sundays, Med- 


neſdays, and Fridays; Sundays being the moſt 
remarkable Days, when our Congregations 
are uſually the fulleſt, and a more ſolemn 
and compleat Service is then required; and 
Wedneſdays and Fridays being two ancient D 
 Faſt-days, all along obſerved and Kept.in 
| the Chriſtian Chur che it is Fee or! 


F 5 dered | 
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dered and commanded, for theſe Reaſons, * 
that the Litany be then faid or ſung. Ax 
tor the Signification of the Word, the R- 
brick will tell you what is meant by it; 
namely, that it is a General $ upplication, the 
People joining with the Miniſter, in conti. 
nued Repetitions, more than in any other | 
Part of our Service whatever; and that it is 
the moſt fervent and intenſe Form and Man- 
ner of Supplication, far beyond what is uſed 
any-where elſe in our Liturgy, expreſſed by | 
way of beſeeching, or entreating, We beſeech 
thee to hear us, gocd Lord. It! is a moſt e. 
cellent Part of the Office of our Church, 
containing the true Spirit and Energy of | 
Devotion, infinitely above any human Com- 
poſition of this Kind that was ever yet 
made; whether we conſider it as o he 
Matter it comprehends, taking in all and | 
4 every thing that we need to ask or deſire of | 
if Almighty God, eicher for ourſelves, or o- 
thers ; or, as to the Share the People have 
1x in it, breaking forth, and crying out, and 
18 on as it were their Requeſts, alorg 
wil with the Miniſter, for 5 and Deliver- * 
5 | ance, T2 
It begins with a ſole mn Invocation of the | 
moſt bleſſed and glorious Trinity, earneſtly þ 
calling upon every Perſon ſeparately, and 
then upon all the Three Perſons jointly, to | 
. ave N 28 us 3 © God the Father 5 
Heaven; 
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e F: O God the Son, Redeemer of the 
World; O God the Holy GH, proceeding 


From the Father and the Son; 0 boly, bleſſed, 


and glorious Trinity, three Perſons and one 


God, have Mercy upon us miſerable Sinners. 
We here make this Acknowledgment four 
 vimes ſucceſſively, that we are miſerable 
Sinners; and we do as oft implore the 
Mercy of our God upon us, have Mercy 
upon u5 miſerable Sinners. The Diſſenters 
call this Tautology, or Battology, as being & 
Repetition of the ſame thing over and over 


again. But let them conſider who they are 
that we are here addreſſing ourſelves to: To 


each of the Perſons of the Trinity, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; againſt each of whom | 
| we have many times moſt Srievouſiy of 
ſended, and before each of em we ought 
accordingly to confeſs our Guilt, and beg 
for Mercy, And can we ſhew too much 
Contrition and Shame for what we have 
done amiſs, when we appear before them ? 
Can we make this Acknowledgment, and 
ſmite upon our Breaſts, too often, and ſay, 
| God be merciful to us Sinners? No; if in- 
ſtead of four, we repeat this forty times, 
itt can't be too much; it is a greater Expreſ- 
ſion of our Humility, and a more intenſe | 
and importunate Way of begging Mercy; 
and which, according to the Example of the 7 
poor Widow, in her continued Requeſts to 


. „ _ he 
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the unjuſt Judge, is the likelieſt Method to 
be heard and anſwer'd. And this is done 
by the Miniſter and People together, they 
repeating every Invocation to each of the 
Perſons in the Trinity, in the very ſame 
Words, along with him ; by which joint 
Repetition they ſtir up one another's Devo- 
tion, and render their Prayers more avail- 
able at God's Throne. 
Havix thus ſolemnly called upon the > 
pleſſed Tri inity, it then goes on to petition 
againſt all the Evils that are incident 
to our Souls or Bodies. And, the better |} 
to prepare ourſelves to ask theſe, we firſt 
of all beg of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt not to 
remember our Offences, nor the Offences f 
de bore-fathers, which cauſe all the Evils 
of this Life to fall upon us; but to ſpare us:: 
Spare us, good Lord, ſpare thy People, whom 
thou haſt redeemed with thy moſt precious 
Blood, and be not angry with us for ever, 
And then we deſcend to the Particulars of 
thoſe Evils we would pray againſt : From 
Miſchief, from Sin, from the Crafts and A- 
faults of the Devil, from God's Wrath, and from 
everlaſting Damnation; from all Blindneſs of — 
Heart, from Pride, Vain glory, and Hypocriſy, | 
from Envy, Hatred, and Malice, aid all Un- | 
1 charitabi2nes ; And from many other great | 
and various Evils, as Plagues, Deſtructions, = 
_ | Calamities, Famines, War and ſuch KS | 


re 
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Adverſities, which, for our manifold Sins, 
we have always cauſe to fear and dread. 
The Diſſenters are not very well ſatisfy'd 
with .his Part of our Litany, as containing 
Deprecations againſt Evils, that perhaps are 
not near us, or are never like to befall us. 
But what Dangers may be near us, or what 
Evils may hang over our Heads, God alone 
 knoweth, and not we. Lightning and Tem- 
peſt, Plague, Peſtilence and Famine, Battle 
and Murder, and ſudden Death, may be 
approaching towards us, and very nigh our 
| Dpwellings, and we not in the leaſt aware of 
. en. And, if God is pleaſed to preſerve us, 
andd to turn away from us ſuch dreadful C. alas: - 
mities, we ought, in Chriſtian Charity, to pray 
7 againſt * em, whereſoever they may be either 
* felt or feared, in any Part of the World. 
And all this we do in the moſt carneſt and 
hearty Petitions; to every one of which te 
whole Congregation adds an ardent and at- 
tectionate Supplication, Good Lord, deliver 
us, And ſtill, to ſtrengthen and increaſe 
our Faith, and to inflame our Requeſts and 
Deſires, we enumerate all that our Bleſſe <a Wy 
Lord did, and ſuffer'd for us, from his In- 


carnation to his glorious Aſcenſion, and ſ en FRE 


ing the Holy Ghoſt ; by and thro? each of 
which we again repeat our humble Reque?* , 
and cry to be deliver'd from the Evils be- 
1 fore 1 7 4 againſt: By the Myftery of thy 
„ 0 | 
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Holy Incarnation; by thy Holy Nativity and | 
Circumciſion, by thy Baptiſm, Faſting, and 
Temptation + by thine Agony and bloody Sweat, 
by thy Crojs and Paſſion, by thy precious Death 
and Burial, by thy glorious Reſurrection and 
_ Aſcenſion, and by the Coming of the Holy 
Ghoſt, good Lord, deliver us. All this the 
Diſſenters pretend they don't know what to 
make of. They think it looks too much 
like conjuring or ſwearing, by Agony and 


_ Bloody Sweat, by Croſs and Paſſion, and ſuch 


like Expreſſions, that ſound very oddly in 
their Ears. But pray let them conſider : 
Don't we uſually conclude our Collects in 
general, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, or 
 lome ſuch-like Form? And what is the | 
meaning of that, but only pleading the Me- 


rits of our dear Redeemer, in what he has | 
done for us Men, and for our Salvation, | 


and offering them up to God, in hopes of | 
being heard and anſwer'd by and through 
them? And we do no more here ; we only 
mention the Particulars of his Merit, by His 
Croſs and Paſſion, by his precious Death and | 
5 rial, &c. all conſpiring and tending to | 
_ fave Mankin d, and every one of them com- 
prehended in that uſual Form, bro! Jeſus 
Cbriſt our Lord, or through the Merits and 
Mediation of thy Son Jeſus Chrift our Lord. 
WHILST: petitioning againſt Evils, this | 
: moſt excellent Feen direèts at che fame 
time 
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time to pray for all manner of Good; for 


the Good and Welfare of others, and for all 


| Kinds of Good whatſoever, that they any 
how ſtand in need of. | Firſt of all. we pray 


for the Holy Church univerſal z then for the 
principal Members of that Part of it efta- | 
bliſh'd amongſt us; the King's moſs excellent 


| Majeſty, and all the Royal Family ;, the ſe» 
veral Orders and Degrees of Men in Church 
and State; the Biſhops, Prieſts, and Dea- 


cons; the Lords of the Council, and all the 


Nobility and Magiſtrates ; and all the Peo- 


ple in general of this Realm. And then 
we pray for every particular Sort of Gooch 
that we can poſſibly think to be wanting to 
us; as Unity, Peace, and Concord among 
all Nations; Hearts to love and dread God, 
and diligently to live after his Command- 
ments; Increaſe of Grace; bringing into 


the Way of Truth all ſuch as have erred 


and are deceived; ſtrengthening ſuch as do 
tand; and, in ſhort, for every thing that 
can any how relieve, aſſiſt, and preſerve the 
 Aﬀicted and Diſtreſſed, we here pray; the 
whole Congregation earneſtly crying out to 

every one of the Petitions, We beſeech thee 


to bear us, good Lord, Flere again the Diſ. 
ſenters frivolouſly except againſt the frequent 
Repetition of this Supplicarion : That We 
« uſe it above twenty times in a Morning's 


% Service,” +; 
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&- Service.” (Y) Certainly we cannot be to : 
importunate, in beſeeching God to hear us, 
when we pray unto him ; it declares the 
5 Sincerity of our Minds, and is a real Token 
of the true Devotion of our Hearts, and 
availeth much to the recommending of our | 
Prayers to God, and making our Worſhip _ 
acceptable to him. And, therefore, if ve 
repeat this Expreſſion, We beſcech thee to hear 
1g, good Lord, never ſo often ; if, inſtead of 
twenty times, we repeat it an hundred 
times, it is not too much, conſidering the 
ſinfal State of our Souls, at how great a 
- Diſtance it places us from our God, and 

upon what Terms Pardon and Forgivenel: 
is to be obtained for us. Obſerve the In- 
ſtance of blind Bartimæus, Mark x. Ps 
which alone is ſufficient to ſilence all Objec- 
tions of this Nature. He, poor Man, begs 
of our Saviour, that he might receive his 
Sight and cries out, for this purpoſe, in 
_ theſe pathetick Words, Feſus, thou Son of | 
David, have Mercy on me. And being 
- charged by ſome, that be Spould hold his 2 
Peace, he ſtill cried out a great deal the more, | 
Jieſus, thou Son of David, have Mercy ow | 
moe; twenty times together, in the ſame þ| 

Words, for ought we know to the contrary, | 
Thus continue ed Repetition, we find, was no 


x 
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how olfentive to our Lord; neither did it 
in the leaſt hinder the Requeſt of the poor 
Man, but rather moved him to Compaſſion 
| towards him, and was the great Motive that 
haſten'd his Cure: For Jeſws ſtanding fill, 
| commanded. him to be called; and ſaid to him, 
' Go thy Way, thy Faith hath made thee whole ; 
aud immediately he received his Sight, and 
followed Feſus in the Way. From whence 
we may inter, in reſpect of ourſelves, that 
dur repeated Cries, although in the very 
ſame Words, and be they never ſo impor- 
| tuyate, are not taken ill by our God, pro- 
| 71ded they be real, and truly the Crics of 0 
penitent and ſorrowful Sinners; but that 
| they are rather acceptable and well pleaſing 
to him, and will the ſooner mect with Suc- 
 cels at his Hands. : 
AFTER we have pray*d tot all Evils, N 
and earneſtly petition'd for whatſoever is . 
good, both for our Bodies and Souls, and 
as well for others as ourſelves, our Litany 
directs us again to the 80 of God, the fecond 
Perſon of che ever- bleſſed Trinity, who is 
the alone Mediator between God and Man, 
and who only can preſent our Requeſts to the 5 
Heavenly Throne, with any Hopes of be- 
ing heard and anſwer'd. We repeat twice 
that pathetick Invocation to him, O Lamb 
of God, that takeſt away the Sins of the © 
World, the Feogls Song as often, Grant . 
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4s thy Peace; have Mercy upon us. And 
then we addreſs to the whole Trinity, as we | 
| did at firſt, but only in ſhort alternate Re- 
petitions, Lord, have Mercy upon us; Chriſt, 
have Mercy upon us; Lord, have Mercy upon 
45s: After which, the Miniſter, and the Peo- 


ple with him, proceeds to ay the Lord's 


Prayer, Our Father, which art in Heaven; 
which he himſelf hath commanded us, when- 


ever we pray to ſay. And then we do, as 


It were, double and enforce our Requeſts in 
ſome other hearty Prayers, which greatly 
expreſs the Sorrows of an afflicted Soul: 
\ That God would mercifully affiſt us in all our 
Troubles and Adverſities, whenſoever they op- 


preſs us; and graciouſly hear us, that thoſe 


> 22 ꝛo hieb the Craft and Subtilty of the 
Devil or Mai worketh againſt us, be brought | 
to naught, and, by the Providence of His 
Goodneſs, may be ciſperſed, dc. To which 
the Congregation jointly anſwers, O Lord, 
ariſe, belp us, and deliver us for thy Name- 
ate; and for thine Honour, And then, after 
the Gloria Pairi, and ſome other Verſ cles 
and Ręſponſals betwixt Miniſter and People, 
the whole is concluded in this brief Collect,, 
Wai beſeech thee, O V alher, mercifully to look E 
upon our Tufirmilies, and for the Glory of thy | 
| Name turn from us all thoſe Evils that we 
moſt righteouſly have deſerved z and grant 
: that i in all cur Troubles wwe may put our whole 


27 7 ru + 


T vuſt in God's Mercy, &c. 
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After which, 
when we make this Litany a ſeparate and 


diſtinct Service, we ſubjoin the Prayer of 
St. Chryſeſtom, and St. Paul's Bleſſing, The | 
race of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the 

Love of God, &c. 


coeed on to the Prayers and Thankſgivings 


If otherwiſe, we pro? 


upon ſeveral Occaſions, and then conclude 5 


| with the Bleſſing, 


AND now, taking this admirable and 


1 moſt excellent Part of our Service the 
 Litany] altogether, and in one view, the 
|  Jnvocations, that are there made, the De- 
Precations then uſed, the Inlerceſſions therein 
| put up, and the Concluft on of the whole; 
and the People s continual joining with the 

| Miniſter in every Paſſage throughout the 
Service; then tell me where, and. in what 
| Form of Prayer, can be found a more par- 
ticular and better Enumeration of every 
| _ Chriſtian's Wants, either publick or pri- 
vate; a more artificial Compoſure for raiſ- 
ing our Zeal and Devotion, and keeping it 
alive; and, in ſhort, a more innocent and 
| harmlefs Form, againſt which no Jult Exe. 
| ception lies, or can poſſibly be made. That 
| extemporary Way of Praying, where the 
| Teacher for the moſt part utters a Heap of 

== unpremeditated and undigeſted Effuſions, = 
commonly indecent, and many times even 
E 8 0 to the 8 Diſhonour of God, 


and. 
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and the Damage of Religion, can by no 
means come up to the incomparable Mo- 
del of our Litany. His ſilent and lifeleſs 
Prayer, uttered only by himſelf alone, with- 
cout the People's being ſuffered to repeat: any 
part with him, can never excite and ſtir up 
Devotion, and keep the holy Flame alive, 
fo well as the alternate Reſponſes, the intenſe 
and earneſt Petitions, breathed forth by a 
whole Congregation, No, certainly ; let | 
Expericnce in both Caſes be Judge, and fee | 
 whluch ought to have the Preference; the | 
Difſenters « extemporary Prayer, or this our | 
_ excellent and well compoſed Litany z or 
their Teacher's Manner of praying by him- 
ſelf, or our Way of permitting the Congre- 
gation to join in every Part and Paſſage 
1 throughout the whole. I don't fay (as 1 
have before obſerved) bur, that a new Gin- 
gle of Words, and a fervent Delivery of 
them by a Tea cher, whilſt at Prayer, ac- 
companied with an unuſual Kind of Geſ- 
ture, and an odd Tone of Speech, may 
have ſome Effect upon the Hearers; ſo as to 
raiſe in ſuch of 'em, as love pr admire |! 
this Way, a Sort of Devotion, which other- 
wiſe they would not have. But then, it is 
not a true, ſolid, Chriſtian Devotion, ſuch þ 
as will alone render us acceptable unto our 
God, in any of our Addreſſes that we | 
r make to him ; but ET a Sort of we N 
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nical and artificial ſtirri ring up and moving 
the Paſſions, which all drop and flag again, 
ſo ſoon as the Engine is removed that 
maiſed them and ſet then on work. The 
I molt likely Method to kindle in us true 
and real Devotion, and to render the Flame 
of our Zeal laſting and permanent, is by 
a a ſet Form of ſound Words, well digeſted, 
and rightly adapted, and carefully and at- 
| rentively uſed and employed, as our feve- 
ral Exigencies and Neceſſities ſhall require. 


Mere Cant and Whining, breathed from a 


Heap of Nonſenſe, and which ſome Peo- 


= : ple miſtakenly call Inſpiration, muſt by no 


means at all pretend to it: Here mult be 


true and real Matter to ground our Requeſts 


and Petitions upon, ſuch as is fitting * 
do ask, and for God to grant; without 
which, all our Devotion, let ; it be never ſo 
- intenſely raiſed, will be nothing elſe but 


mere Entbuſi ahn, very fulſome, and highly 


— offenſive to the Ears of our heavenly Fa- 


ther. The Caution which the Wiſeman 


* gives in this Caſe, Eccleſ. v. 2. comes in 
ire very pertinently here; Be not raſh with thy 
| mouth, and let not thine heart be haſty to ut- 


ter any thing before Cod; for God is in hea- 


N ven, and thou pon earth; therefore let op” 


words be few. 


Havine faid the Litany, and adde d 


ha- forme e Prayers and 1 hanklg1vings, 0 
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114 The Church of England-Man 
as Occafions ſhall require, we then proceed 


to the Communion Service. We call it the 
Communion Service, as being the Order | 
for the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Sup- | 
per, or Holy Communion ; which Form or 


Order, our Church hath commanded to be t 


uſed upon the Sundays and other Holidays, 
whether Feſtivals or Faſts; becauſe on 


thoſe Days the Lord's Supper was always 
adminiſtred in the Primitive Church, and 


is ſuppoſed to be now celebrated, when we | 


then meet for the Worſhip of Almighty | 


God. And for this reaſon it is directed to 
be read at the Communion Table, and is 


conſtantly ſo read in Cathedral and Colle- 
_ giate Churches and Colleges, where for the 
molt part the Holy Sacrament is adminiſtred | 
at thoſe Times; and in many Parochial | 
Churches alſo, altho* there be no Celebrati- | 
on of the Lord's Supper then uſed, to tef- | 
tify, that it ought to be celebrated, and þ 
that the Miniſter is ready to give it then 

unto all ſuck as ſhall be deſirous to partake | 
of it; but in moſt Pariſhes, the Miniſter | 
well knowing how few, if any, will then 
offer themſclves to receive, inſtead of go- 1 
ing to the Holy Table, the Service 1s e [E 
rally read in the Des. | 


Now, the firſt ching we &1 in as Com- 


munion Service, is to ſay the Lord's Pray- ' 
. the: e kneeling; W is a a proper 


Intro- 4 
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Introduction to the Service, ſuppoſing we 


are going up to the Holy Altar; and if we 
do not approach there, but perform it in 
the Desk, it is ſtill a 


moſt proper Begin- 


ning, as we are entering upon another Or- 


der of Service, when this Prayer ſhould be 
conſtantly uſed, either at the beginning or 
the ending, according to Chriſt's own Ap- 
pointment. 
with a ſhort Collect, or Prayer, very fit and 


After this done, we follow it 


preparative for What is coming on; That 
| God would cleanſe the Thoughts of our Hearts 
| by the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, that we | 


may perfectly love him, and worthily magnify 
Vis Holy Name. 


An excellent Collect this 


is, and very proper to be uſed in this Place, 
to pray to God thus, 10 cleanſe the Thoughts 


e our Hearts, and that our Hands may be 
|. waſhed 1 in Innocency, before we go to his Al 
Then the Prieſt, turning to the Peo- 
1 ple, rehearſes all the Ten Commandments; 
and after every Commandment, the People 
ſtill kneeling, we ask God Mercy for our 
' Franſgrefſion thereof for the time paſt, and 
| Grace to Keep the ſame for the time to 
come; ſaying 
and incline our Hearts 10 keep this Law. 
| This Part of the Communion Service is ve- 
ry devout and ſolemn, if it be performed 
'- | aright, as it ought to be; the Miniſter here ; 
E . che Commandments in the 
4 OT A Name 
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Name of God, and in the very Words of 
God himſelf, he does it tanding, and turn- 
ing himſelf to the People; and the Congre- 
gation in the mean while, the better to re- 
ceive them with the moſt devout Affection, 
are directed to continue xuceling; and at the 
End of each Commandment, that we may 
beg the Mercy of God in pardoning what 

we have been guilty of againſt that particu- 
lar Commandment, and implore his Grace 
to keep it better for the time to come, our 
Church hath piouſly directed us to add this 
hearty Supplication, Lerd, have Mercy up- 
on #5, and incitie bur Hearts 0 wo fois 

Law. 

Ar rER the Ten Cena being 
diſtinctly rehearſed, follows a Prayer for the 
Kings (the M iniſter ſtanding as before, and 
the People {till kneeling) That God would 
rule the Heart of his choſen Servant, that he 
(knowing whoſe Miniſter be is) may, above all 
things, ſeek God's Honour and Glory; and 
that wwe, and all his Subjects, duly conſider-| 
ing whoſe Authority he hath, may faithfully} 
ſerve, honour, and humbly obey him, accor-P 
ding to God's bleſſed Word and Ordinance. 
And herein we exactly comply with that! 
Command of St. Paul, given to Timothy, 
I Epiſt. ii. 1, 2. hat firſs of all Sup-P 
Plications, and Prayers, and Tnterceſſions,| [ 
oo and giving 5 7 banks be made Tor. e | 
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— they being God's Miniſters for good, and 
e- | who are inveſted with his immediate Au- 
e- | thority for our Defence and Protection; 
n, | and therefore do we here pray for them, : 
he | that God would rule their Hearts, and that 55 
ay we may faithfully ſerve, honour and humbly 

at Þ obey them. And we do not only pray for 


u- | the King's Majeſty in this Place, but we Fo 


ice | likewiſe make ſeveral Addreſſes to God 
Dur for him, throughout our publick Worſhip ; 
his one in the ordinary daily Service, another 
p- in the Litany, and another immediately 
this before the Communion, in the Prayer 
I for Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church, militant 
ing Þ here upon Earth, where deſcending to 
the Þ our own particular National Church, We 
and Þ pray for the King as on rior Head and 
oula Governor of! it. | 
t hel Turs is what the Difſcriters' ſeem to oh 
e all | ject againſt, and are very angry at us for, 
the frequent Repetition of the Praver for the 
der- King in our common Service. But here * 
fully gain (as was ſaid before, in our often ufing 
ccor- the Lord's Prayer) they don't confider, how 
zuce. our Liturgy is made up of ſeveral Offices, L 
that] and that (as we are commanded by: our 
othy,Þ Lord himſelf) whenever we pray, we are 
Sup-P to fay this Prayer; fo in any of theſe Ser- 
ſions, || vices, we are likewiſe, fit of all, by the 
ings; | Command of the Apoſtle, to pray for the 
they | King, that under vom woe may be 15 ly. aud 
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quietly governed, and live a peaceabie and 


quiet Liſe : Conformable to the Practice of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, who, whenever 


they met for publick Worſhip, conſtantly 


put up frequent Petitions, to this Purpoſe, tor 5 
the Proſperity of the Emperors. And who 


(pray now) ſhew greater Teſtimonies of 


| Loyalty? We, who ſo often petition for 


the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, when we 


meet in the Houſe of God; or they, Who 
do it but ſeldom, or never, when they come 


to join in their Worſhip. 


AFTER this, comes on the C elt of the 


4 Day, which (as hath been already obſerv'd) 


is generally framed and collected out of the] 
Subject - Matter of the Epiſtle and Goſpel, to 


Which it is prefix d; and moſt commonly 


tit prays for Grace to perform that particu- 
lar Duty, which | in the Epiſtle or Goſpel, is] 

either delivered in Precept, or delivered 

5 by Example. And immediately, when this | 
is ſaid, we read the Epiſtle and Goſpel in Or- 


der; which are ſhort Paragraphs, or Por- 


tions of Scripture, the one moſt uſually ta- 
ken out of the Canonical Epiſtles, and the 
other out of the holy Goſpels, and which 


was the antient way of reading the Scrip- 


ture, before it was divided into Chapter and! 
Vierſe. Some of the Epiſtles indeed we ſe- “ 


lect out of the A#s, and the Old 7 eftament, 


= againſt which the Diſſenters make a tri- 
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fling Objection, asking us, how we can call 
theſe Epiſtles, ſince they are not taken from 
thoſe of the Apoſtles, which are only pro- 
| perly to be called ſo? *Tis a weak Ex- 
ception, and (God knows) their Cauſe is 
| ſuch, that they have but very weak and fri- 
ar ones at any time to alledge againſt 
us: However, to fatisty 'em, theſe Words 
as added in the Rubrick----The Epiſtle [or, 
| the Portion of Scripture appointed for the 
Epiſtle] is written in ſuch, or ſuch a 8 
ter, beginning at ſuch, or ſuch a Verſe. 


Theſe Epiſtles and Goſpels are not choſe 


at random, but are taken and placed every 
one in its Order, being ſuited ſeverally to 
{| their proper Days, and to their proper Sea-= 
ſons, to which they are applied, and for _ 
| which they are ſelected. Then thoſe for 
the three great Feſtivals of our Church, 
The Nativity of our Lord, 2 5 
called Chriſtmas-day, Rafter-day; and Whit 
ſon-day, have all of them a relation to 
the Time wherein they are read, and do 
give us the whole Story of what thoſe Days 
are ſet apart in Commemoration of. And 
ſo likewiſe do thoſe other Days that precede, 
or follow theſe Feſtivals, they ſtill bear 
ſome relation to thoſe Times: As, the four 
Advent Sundays, preceding Chriſtmas, do | 
in a particular manner ſet forth the Coming 


of Chriſt: The ſeveral 7 3 from 155 . 


commonly ; 
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tuageſima, do look forwards - towards the 
great Feſtival of Eaſter And all the Sun- 
days after that, to Pentecoſt, or Whbitſon-day, 


do tend to raiſe in vs Joy, Hope, Newneſs | : 
of Life, with many other Chriſtian Graces } 


and Virtues, from a Conſideration of our 


Lord's having roſe from the dead, and aſ- 


cended into Heaven, and ſent the Holy 


Ghoſt the Comforter among us. And o ! 
do all the other Sundays afterwards ; the | 


Epiſtles and Goſpels choſen out and ordered for 
them, do well ſerve to inſtruct us, and lead 
us moſt eaſily and plainly in the true Paths 
of the Chriſtian Religion; ſhewing us what 


Duties we are to do, what Virtues we are 
to follow, and what Vices we are to ſhun | 
and avoid, throughout the whole Courſe of | 
our Lives. And (in ſhort) they are all of 


them fo excdllently and ſo ſuitably pick*d 


out and choſen for the whole Year (Whe- 1 
ther they be the Epiſtles and Goſpels tor | 
the Sundays, or thoſe for the Saint: days) as 


to contain the principal Parts of the New 


HH Teſtament, and ſuch Portions and Parts of | 
tit, as ſerve very well to put us in mind of! 
_ what we are about, or what we have to do. | 
Ap a great Deference, and Reſpect and 
Attention, we always pay, or ought to pay, at 


the reading of them, more particularly when 
the Goſpel is read, Indeed at the reading 


Fe of the Wins the Frople are indulged the | 
POT Foſture " 
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Poſture of / fitting, but when the Goſpel is 
read they are all fanding up; which Prac- 


tice of ours gives no little Offence to the 


Diſſenters. They tell us, „That (i) At- 
ling while the Eyiſtles are read, and ee 
e nig at the Goſpels, looks as if you thought 
one Part of the Scripture was worthy ; of 
e more Reſpect than another; which (£ 57 
they) is a miſtaken Notion, and therefore 
„ not to be countenanced.” We ſhew an 


equal Regard and Reſpect to the whole Scrip- 


ture, as being of Divine Revelation ; but, 
- inaſmuch as the Go/pel is more par ticularly 
the Word of the Son of God, we pay this 
diſtinguiſhing Honour to it, when } It is Here 
| read, by ſtanding up, according to the Uſage 
0 the Catholick Church. And not or. ly 
ſo, but even, at the very naming of it, GI 
be to thee, O Lord, is echoed forth through- 
| out the whole Congregation, 
Nov, there is nothing of all this 5. 
: ſerved among the Diſſenters. With ſome 
: of them (as I have remark'd before) not 
one tittle of Scripture | is read, or taken the 
1 leaſt Notice of, in their Mectings; unleſs a 
Verſe fora T ext, and now and then for a 


Quotation, be pick*d out of their Bibles. 


23 And where the Sc ripture is read, it is done | 
= 0 ſparing]; V. g and 40 co e that me 
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tenth Part of it is never heard amongſt 


them. They have no Epiſtles or Goſpels, 
no ſelect Portions of Scripture appointed for 


ſuch Times and Occaſions, as it is with us. 


They have nothing diſtinctly choſen and 
read, whereby to bring the Tranſactions of | 

| Seaſons to their Remembrance. They have 
nothing pitch'd upon to do Honour to the 

? 3 by reciting their Writings, record- 


ing their Actions, or recommending their 
Examples, as the Church of England ob- 


ſerves: But all terminates in a tedious, flat, 
long - winded Prayer; and perhaps in As tes > 
dious, inſipid, and tireſome Sermon. But is 
the Practice of the People of God, in this 


Matter, of no Authority with them? Is 


the Example of our Lord himſelf, and of 
all his Apoſtles, and the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans, of no Influence? Is the Appointment || 
of our Eſtabliſh'd National Church, by all | 
her Canons and Conſtitutions, of no Motive i © 
Let the Diſſenters conſult each of theſe, | 
_ eſpecially the Example of our Bleſſed Savi- | 
our, whoſe Pattern certainly we ought to | 
imitate; and then let them tell us, whether 
the publick Reading of the Holy Scriptures I 
ought not to bear a conſiderable Share in | 
the Worſhip of God, and whether our | 
mamanner of reading them be not conſormable = 

0 > his toes 265 1 5 


tr | 
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oft read the Holy Scriptures to them. St. 
Luke, Ch. iv. Ver. 16, gives us one me- 


| morable Inſtance of it: That being at Na- 
aretb, his own City, he cent into The Syna- 

gogue on the Sabbath, as his Cuſtom was, and 

there ſtood up for to read : And there was de- 


 tivered to him the Book of the Prophet Eſaias; 
out of which he read that Section or Leſſon, 


Which ('tis probable) was to be read that 


| Day, happening to be Ja. Ixi. 1. The Spi- 


rit of the Lord is upon me, Here are ſome 

|S Things to be obſerved from this Paſſage, 

that will gr eatly eaſe the Niceneſs of 
our Seftaries, if they will but carefully 
hearken to chem. As, Firji, That the Syn- 

| agogue Worſhip kept a regular Order in 
reading the Scriptures, much after the ſame 
manner as we now do. No one, who is 
acquainted with the tacrea Writings, and 
the Fewyh Hiſtory, can be ignorant, how 
| that Worſhip and Service was perform'd 
| conſtantly Three Days a Week; and Thrice 
on every one of thoſe Days, Morning, Af 
| rernoon, and Night, the Lato was read a- 
mong them; and fo divided into Sections 
or Leſſons, that the whole Law, the five 
| Books of Maſes, might be read over once a 
| Year, and the Prophets in the fame Order. 
3 Contormable to Which Practice (you fee) 
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Ix is plain that our Bleſſed Lord oſten 
taught the Fewws in their Synagogues, and as 
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-our Lord (after opening the Book, i. e. un- 
rolling the Parchment, which were their 
Books in thoſe Days, till he came to the 
Place where he was to read, or to the Leſ- 
ſon out of the Prophets which was to be 
read that Day) ſtood up for to read; and 
when he had done, he cloſed the Book, or 
rolled it up gain, and ſat down. 2dly, The 
Synagogue Service was loaded with Rites and 
_Ceremoniesof human Invention: It had its 
Liturgies, or ſet Forms of Prayer, as we 
have; nay (as may be now ſeen) much 


more jejune and empty Forms than thoſe : 


uſed in our Church. It had its peculiar 


Cuſtoms and Ceremonies likewiſe in readG- 
ing the Law and the Prophets: For, out of | 


| Reverence to them, the Teachers always 
_ Niood up, when they did read any Portion 


out of either; and in regard to themſelves, 


they ſat when they expounded, And yet 


(we find) that our Saviour ncver diſliked | 
any of theſe Things, or ever reproached the | 
People for them; "but both he, and his Dit- | 
ciples, went cuſtomarily to the Synagogu es, 


and co! iſtantly joined with the Publick in 


_ - theſe Forms, every math Gay, and always | 
: complied ( nore eſpecially) with their man- 
ner of reading their Scriptures, when ever! 


he went into their Synagogues for publick 
| Worſhip. Theſe juſt Remarks upon Chriſt's 
Contormity to the Tow % Rites and Cere- 


znucnies, 


Py ACS 


23 
monies, are (one would think) enough to - 
I tisfy our Diſſenters, if any thing can ſatisfy | 4 
| Men fo perverſely bent after. their Wm | 
Ways, that ſuch Things I" to be coe. 
plied with now... 
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00 tbe Nicene Creed. of the W The 

* Neceſſity of Preaching. The two Extreams 
that People run into in their Thoughts and 
| Notions about it. Of the Prayer for te 


whole 8. ale of Chriff $ Church. 


* F T E R the reading of the E59 ile and 
{NM Goſpel, follows the Rehearſal of the 
Wicent Creed (as after the Leſſous follows 
| the Apoſtles Creed) the People ſtill ſtanding 
Jas before. This Creed is a moſt Divine Ex- | 
| plication of the chiefeſt Articles of our Chri- 
| tian Belicf, occaſioned to be drawn up for 
| the Confeſſion of our Faith, from one of 
the moſt deſperate and dangerous Hereſies 
that ever infeſted the Chriſtian Church; K 
mean that of Arianiſm; and to ſhew our 
N utmoſt Abhorrence and Deteſtation of that, 
| and all other the like fort of wicked Here- 
7 7es, we (till continue this Creed as part of 5 
our Church Liturgy, and always repcat ĩt as 
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oft as we meet for the Worſhip of God. 
And let not the Diſſenters ſay, that we have 


no Occaſion now to uſe it, ſince the Prin- 
ciples of Arianiſm, which ſo horribly and 


blaſphemouſly reflect upon the Divinity of 


our Bleſſed Lord, are many Ages ago loſt, 
and buried in Oblivion; for that is a groſs 
Miiſtake, and will too evidently appear foto 


any one who conſiders the preſent State of } 


the Chriſtian Church; what Seeds of this 
very fame Hereſy are now ſpringing up in it, 
andi are induftriouſly cultivated, even to the 
Denial of the Lord that bought us, And 


therefore this Creed ought not to be looked 
upon as ſuperfluous, or what ought to be 


| pared off, or ſet aſide, leſt we cloy God with | 


| Foo much Service, as the Diſſenters object; 


ſimce our Faith in the Son of God, and the 0: 
| | bleſſed Trinity (particularly at this Time). 


cannot be too often mention'd, profeſs d, 


and explain'd; more eſpecially in the prin- 5 
cijpal Part of that Duty we owe to Almigh- = 


ty God, the publick Prayers. - 
Wir we have rehearſed the Nicene 


5 Creed, we then go on to preach the Sermon, f 
or to read one of the Homilies ſet forth by 
Authority. Preaching is a poſitive Ordi- 


nance of unqueſtionable Divine Inſtitution, 
and the Preachers (when lawfully called) are 
certainly God's Miniſters, ſent out (among 


Other TAO) to Preach the Word, and to | 
deliver | 
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deliver the glad Tidings of the Goſpel to | 
the World; and no fitter Opportunity can 
| 


there be for ſo neceſſary a Work, than, when 
the People are congregated and met toge- 
ther for their publick Worſhip, o render 
Thanks for the great Benefits that they have 
received at God's Hands, and to ſet forih his 
moſt worthy Praiſe , then is the Time, the 
moſt convenient of all others, to hear his 
moſt Holy Word, from the Mouth of his 
© Miniſters, I muſt remark two obſer vable 
Extreams which People generally run into, 
as to their Thoughts and Notions about 
| Preaching; and they are both of *em very 
blameable in their Kind: The one is, reſo}. : 
ving all their Duty into bearing Serjito7 ; 
| and the other is, in paying too flight and 
mean a Kepgard to them. The Difſenters 
5 mightily for the F *requency of Sermous ; 
and fo fond of 'em, that they ſeem to place 
the greateſt Streſs of Religion upon hearing 
Diſcourſcs from the Mouths of their Teach- 
ers. But (for God's Sake) let them conſi- 
der what they do. Shall what we call 
| Preaching be of an equal Value with, or, 
in our Eſteem, exceed the Ordinance of 
| Praying ? Shall a Sermon, how excellent 
| ſoever, be rated above the Service? Shall 
| we come to Church to admire Men, and to 
praiſe and commend Men, rather than to 
| adore and i praiſe our N God? ? No, 
— 84 erm 5 


128 The Church « / England. Man 
certainly: Whoever converts the Houſe of 


Prayer (Which the Church is always called) 
into a Houle of Preaching : ; whocver eſteems 
a Sermon beſore the Service; whoever places 


his Satisfaction in being pleaſed and tickled 
with a Diſcourſe from a Teacher, more than 


being moved and affected by his Devations 
at Prayer z that Man has good Reaſon to 
examine himſelf, and to lock into his own 


Heart, and ſee Whether he has the & i/it of 


| God dwelling in him. I don't ſpeak tliis to 


Het afide, or in the leaſt | to diſcourage, the 
Duty of Preaching ; it is, without doubt, 


of Divine Ir ſtitution, and. very eſſential to 

the Furtherance of Religion; but to give it 

the. Preference to Prayer, and thereby te 
neglect and deſpiſe, and dit iſparage our pub- _ 


lick W or ſuip, is an abominable Fault. 
The other Extream, no leſs blameable 


than the former, is in paying too flight and 
mean a Regard to Preaching. It has its 


Ends; and a great many en Ends we 
propoſe to ourſelves by it, alt 


keeping up the Life and Power, and very 


| Face of Religion in the World. It is what 

| has been found moſt to tend to inſtruct Men | 

in their Duty, and to excite them to the 

Obedicnep of * 7 auc the beſt Method two | 
furniſn 5 


1” we are far 
from placing the whole Streſs of our Reli- 
gion upon this firgle Ordinance. It is cer- 
tainly the greateſk and beſt Inſtrument of 


. 
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furniſh them with a thorough Knowledge of 

1 God and his Laws, and to deter them from 
all wilful Breaches and Tranſgreſſions there- 
of, 


For (to ſpeak in the Words of a late emi- 


*T 1s of ſingular Benefit to Mankind. — 


nent Divine (e) of our own) „ The Doc- 


4 


| 4£C 


ce 


8 


trines of our Holy Religion having in 


them the ſublimeſt Principles of Divine 


Knowledge, and the Precepts of it con- 
taining all the Duties of Morality in the 


ce higheſt manner improved, nothing can 
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be of greater Advantage to us, for the : 
leading of us to the trueſt Happineſs we 


are capable of, as well in this Life, as 


that which is to come, than to have theſe 
weekly taught, inculcated, and explained 


unto us, and weekly put home upon our 

« Conſciences, for the framing of our Lives 

c according to them. And the Political 
+: Do 

6 | 


it beſt conduceth to keep the Spirit of 


State, or Civil Government of every 


Christian Country, is no leſs benefited 


hereby, than the Church itſelf, For, as 


Religion amang us, and to make every 
Man know his Duty to God, his Neigh- 


bour, and himſelf ; fo it may be reckon'd 


of all Methods the moſt to conduce to 
« preſerve Peace and good Order in the 


State. For hereby Der | are taught 5 


| (70 Dr. Plane Coed. „„ 
3 5 . 5 
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cc 


. 
| « 


to be obedient to their Prince, and his 
« Laws, Children to be dutiful to their! 
Parents, Servants to be faithful to their | 


Maſters, and all to be juſt and charitable, 


and to pay all other Duties, which in 
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every relation they owe to each other. 
„And in the faithful Diſcharge of theſe. 


:-:CC 


Duties doth the Peace, good Order, and. 
Happineſs of any Community conſiſt. 


And to be weekly inſtructed in theſe Du- 


ties, and to be weekly excited to the 8 


bedience of em, is certainly the proper- N 
eſt and the moſt effectual Method to i- 
duce Men thereto. And it may be juſtliy 
reckon'd, that the good Order, Which 
is now maintained in this Kingdom, is || 
more owing to this Method, than to 
«© any other now in Practice among us for. | 
this End; and that one good Minifter, by I . 
his weekly preaching, and daily good Ex- 

* ample, ſets it more forward than any two of | 
the beſt Juſtices of the Peace can by their | 
_ & exacteſt Diligence in the Execution of the | 
Laws, which they are entruſted with, | 
For theſe, by the utmoſt of their Coer- Þ 
„ cions, can go no farther, than to reſtrain | 
the outward Acts of Wickedneſs ; but l 
«< the other reforms the Heart within, and | 
removes all thoſe evil Inclinations of it, | 
from whence they flow. And it is not | 


« to be doubted, but that if * Method © 


e was 1 f 
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1% was once dropped among us, and we had 
4 no weekly Preaching, the generality of the 


« People, whatever elſe may be done to 
_ & obviate it, would, in ſeven Years Time, 


« relapſe i into as bad a State of Barbar:ity, 


as was ever in Practice among the worſt 
of our Saxon or Daniſh Anceſtors. And 
| « therefore, ſuppoſing there were no ſuch 
4 thing, in truth and reality, as that Holy 


8 Chriſtian Religion, which the Miniſters of 4 


1 < the Goſpel teach (as too many among us | 


gare now permitted with Impunity to tay) ; 


yet the Service they do the Civil Govern- 


cc ment, in keeping all Men to thoſe Du- 
ties, in the Obſervance of which, its Peace, 


5 « very well deſerve the Maintenance they 


| <« receive from it.“ And therefore, for 
| - theſe, and ſuch like weighty and prevailing 


| Reaſons, People are not to paſs a ſlight Re- 


| gard upon the Ordinance of Preaching ; but 
do eſteem it and value it, in its proper Place 
and Seaſon, as what is of great Uſe and 
Service for the Furtherance of Religion a- 
mong us, and preſerving Peace in the World. 


Neither is it to be ſo far over-rated (as was 


| faid before) as to make us neglect and dif. | 
| parage our publick Worſhip. This, when 


all is done, is our true and reaſonable Ser- 


| vice when we aſſemble and meet together; 


3 tu render Tl vanks for the great Benefits thas : 


* 


00d Order, and Happinefs conſiſt, may 
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We 15 received at God's Hands, ſo ſet forth 
his moſt worthy Praise, as well as 70 hear his 
moſt holy Word. 

After the Sermon altho? there be no Com- 
munion) we uſually proceed to the Prayer for 
_ the whole State of Chriſt's Church. This 

Prayer contains a general Interceſſion for all 
the States of Mankind: Firſt, beginning 

with the Univerſal Church, that God would 
_ inſpire it continually with the Spirit of Truth, 
Unity, and Concord: Then for all Chriſtian 
Kings, Princes, and Governors, for ihe 


Y whole Council of this Land, and for all that 


are in Authority: Then for the Biſhops and 
_ Curates, that they may both by their Life 


| and Doctrine ſet forth Gods true and lively | 
Word, and rightly and duly Adminiſter _ 


$ the holy Sacraments: And laſtly, for all” * 


People, that they may ealy ſerve God in Ho- 


| lineks and Rightcouſneſs all the Days of their 
Life; and if they be in Trouble, Sorrow, 
Need, Sickneſs, or any other Adverſity, | 


that God would. comfort and ſuccour them. 


| Which Prayer being ſaid, we then uſe one | 
or more of theſe Collects after the Ofertory ; 83 
Aliſt us merciſully, O Lord, in theſe our Sup- 


_ plications and Prayers; and ſo. conclude 
| with the Ble/ing, The Peace of God, which | 
| Paſſeth all UnderBanding g, &c. Which Bleſ- 
ſing (it muſt be remember'd) is ordered to 


be en 85 the Prieſt 158 N s | 


he 
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he be preſent) and muſt not be repeated by 
the People. They are only to hearken to 
it, and upon their Knees thankfully to re- 


cCeive it, and to depart with it. 


| "And: thus have I ſet before you the ex- 
ceeding great Beauty and Excellency, and 


te incomparable Uſefulneſs of our Commen _ 


Prayer; and let it be carefully and i impar- 


tially viewed from one end to the other, 
from the Exhortation to the Bleſſing, and we 
will give leave to the chicteſt of its Adver- 
faries (without producing the Conſtitutions 
and Canons Eccleſiaſtical, which provide 
againſt the Impugners of the publick Wor- 


ſhip, and of the Rites and Ceremonies, eſta 


bliſhed in the Church of (I) England) to 


| makcany real Objection againſt it, either as to 


its Matter or its Form, if they can. Obſerve 
but the whole Ccmpoſition, in the Light I 
have placed it, and fee how excellently well 


| our holy Church hath provided in all her 
| Ordinances for our ſpiritual Proficiency and 


Improvement; how many heavenly Accla- 


malions, mutual Provocations, joint Petitions, 


Songs of Praiſe, and Confeſſions of our Faith, 
run quite through it; and all fo comprehen- 
- fave; ſo exact, and 10 inoffenſive, that if we 


= delire t to workhip God with Zeal and Know- | 
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| ledge, Spirit and Truth, Purity and Since- 

rity, we may do it by this devout Form : A 
Form, © fo judiciouſly contrived” (as a 

learned () Author upon this Subject ſo well 


expreſſeth it) “that the wiſeſt may exer- 


„ ciſe at once their Knowledge and Devo- 
„ tion; and yet ſo plain, that the moſt 1g- } 
„ norant may pray with Underſtanding : [} 
« So full, that nothing is omitted which is 
*“ fit to be aſked in publick ; and fo parti- 


„ cular, that it compriſeth moſt Things 


„Which we would aſk in private; and yet 
ce ſq ſhort, as not to tire any that hath true 
+08 evorion's 3 1ts Doctrine is pure and pri- 

“ mitive; its Ceremonies ſo few and inno- 
cent, that moſt of the Chriſtian World 
: ce agree 1 in them: Its Method is exact and | 
« natural; its Language ſignificant and 
. ſpicuous ; moſt of the Words and 
Phraſes being taken out of the holy Scri- | _ 


1K ih od PA hat „ IA — bones pope fl | 
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ce ptures, and the. reſt are the Expreſſions of | 


the firſt and pureſt Ages; ſo that whoever | 
ee takes exception at chele, muſt quarrel with | 


the Language of the Holy Ghoſt, and 1 


„ fall out with the Church in her greateſt . 
| & Innocence“. And what ſtill farther adds“ 
do the Beauty and Excellency of the whole | 
1 Compilement ( (as hath been often W is 5 


N ) Dr . Comber' br gare. 
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not only the great Variety contained therein, 
but that very conſiderable Share, or Part, 
S likewiſe which our People are permitted to 
{ have thro' it. The Miniſter joyfully be- 
1 gins, the People with the greateſt Alacrity, 


and with all the Powers of their Souls, fol- 


low after him, dividing. betwixt them the 
Sentences, and putting up alternate Requeſts 
to the Throne of Grace: The Miniſter 


_ prays for the People, the People again or 


the Miniſter; he propoſes to God their 


1 Wants and Neceſſities, they importunately 


| petition for Relief in each of them; he loudly 


I proclaims the Praiſes of God, they as hearti- 


ly join in the ſame Acknowledgments : ; and, 


in this mutual Courſe of Prayers and Praiſes, 

Ii ftriving to ſhew, and to ſtir up each other's 
AZaeal to the Glory of God, is the whole Ser- 
de carry'd on from the Beginning to the 


End. : 4] 
Herein (If y) conſiſts the ereatelt Per- 


fection of our Liturgy, the People s being per- 5 


| mitted to have ſo conſiderable a Share in it; 


| whereas among the Diſſenters they are wholly 


| excluded. There (as (% one oblerves) the 


$M People are not appointed nor allowed to 


join in any part of their Worſhip, not ſo 


e much as in the Confeſſion of Sin, nor in 175 


5 0 Dr. bie, Beat F Feline. | 
(0 the 
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« the Confeſſion of Faith, nor in the Lord's - 
© Prayer; nor are they allow'd to offer up 


the leaſt Ejaculation, nor even tofiy Amen; |} 


but all is flat and heavy, perform'd by 

the Miniſter alone, in one continued long 

e extemporary Prayer, extemporary (as it is 
0 thought) from the Teacher: and many 
« times unintelligible by the Hearer.” Nay, 
had the People any Inclination or Deſire this 
way, there is nothing provided for em 


whereby to invite them 1 to it: „ There is (as 


« the ſame Author remarks) no publick 
„ Confeſſion made at all, no Ablolution 


given by the Miniſter, no Appointment | 


„ of Pſalms, no choice of Leſſons, no 


„ rehearſal of Creeds, no variety of Col- 
cc lects, no Litany, no Commandments, 


2-0 ſeldom the Lord's Supper, ſeldomer, 5 5 


dt if ever, the Lord's Prayer.” And whar 5 


c makes a far greater Diſproportion 1 0 


twixt their Conventicle-worſhip and ours of 


the Eftablifi? Church, they have no ſolemm 2 


Feſtivals obſerved; ſo far from it, that not | | 


only the lefſer, ſet apart in memory of the | 
Apoſtles and Saints; but alſo the greater, hal- | 


pH lowed to the Honour of our Lord himſelf, : 


viz. of his Nativity, his ReſurreBion, a 


ſending the Holy Ghoſt, are held in derifion 


by them. Whereas our Church hath ap- = 


1 pointed r one of theſe In Her: Common . 


Ser vice, = 


meet together to worſhip God, and as con- 


— rarer. Sd e 
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Service, and we daily uſe 'em, as oft as we 


ſtantly obſerve every Feaſt, as it orderly oc- 

curs to us in our Kalendar. 

All this, with what has been faid before | 
(if duly obſerved and conſidered) will, I | 
hope, by the Grace of God, be effectual to 

encourage, ſtrengthen, and ſettle every 

Member among us in a juſt and due Affec- 


tion to our eftabliſh*d Church: A Church 


lent Liturgy that was ever yet compoſed ; 


rity 5 and Supplications, extended to all the - 


| Let us therefore ble God for this exceeding, 
great Happineſs, a Happineſs far ſuperior 


had. An | tho? the Sectariſts deride it 


that (you lee) has furniſhed the Picty of its 
Congregations with the beſt aud moſt excel- 


containing in it a Courſe of Prayers, awful, 
proper, and affectionate z Praiſes, that are 
ſuitable to the Majeſty of God; Confeſſions, 
proper for the Humiliation of Sinners; 3 - - 
terceſſions expreſſive of all the Duties of Cha- 


ordinary Exigencies of Mankind; and every 
one of theſe ſo very intelligible and familiar, 
that we may all of us ſafely ſay Amen to em. 


to what other Churches or Se enjoy: And 

let us value ourſelves, that we have ſuch en: 

excellent Form of Service put into our Hands, 
above what any Chriſtian Church ever PE: 
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us glory in it as our higheſt Privilege, and 


hold it faſt as our bleſſed Advantage: And 


the God, who hath loved us, and given us good 
Hopes thro his Grace, comfort your Hearts, 
_ Valli you in every good Word and 


— 


